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PREFACE. 


Riſtotle and Experience 
teacheth #5, that no Poſitive 
Law can provide for all the 
Caſes, that may ariſe upon 
the Terms of it. Religion in- 

deed, in General, is a Moral Vertue 5 But 

the true Religion , that bringeth Salvation, 

75 a Politive Conſtitution of Gods Grace, 

requiring the Condition of Chriſtianity , to 

qualifie for the Promiſe of life everlaſting. 

But upon ſeveral Terms, heretofore, un- 

der the Law of Nature and Moſes, and 

now , under the Chriſtian Faith.' The 

Church of Chriſt, in all Ages, hath beer 


| ps grmy to provide new Decrees , and 


ſee 


new Laws, for the quenching of new 
Hereſies and Schiſms. They that ever 
hoped to do that, by an AF of Compre- 
henſfton, which the At of Uniformity 
hath not done , would have proved them- 


ſelves deceitful Workers 3 They wonld 


have made many Breaches, by ſtopping 
of One. That which IT am able to pro- 
A3 pound, 
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pound, I confeſs, is rather poſſible than 
probable. For, were it ſo far advanced, 
as to be inated fora Law of the Kingdom 3 
T ſhould newer believe , that it would take 
effed; unlefs the Faith and the Laws of 
| the Catholick Church might be received, 
to give Bounds to all emergent Diſputes. 
No 2ore then T can believe, that the Refor- 
mation will ever prevail, aſter one Breach 
in Germany , aſter another ſince in the 
United Provinces, and theſe laſt here 
amougſt us 5 unleſs we unite our ſelves 
xpors the ſame Principle. Whether T 
have ſaid enongh to prove it well grounded, 
or not, IT muſt refer that to Judgment. 
But he that excuſes me not, in ſuch an © 
innocent Propolition as this 5 How would 
he have Almighty God to excuſe me, if, 
having attained this Refolution, I ſhould 
not declare the Conſequence of it, in our 
preſent Caſe 2 Eſpecially, conſidering the 
Duty , which the Law of the Land, juftly 
and neceſſarily impoſes upon all of my 
Order 5 to Reduce Recuſants to Church. 
For, there are now two ſorts of Recu- 
ſants : And thoſe that are bound to re- 
duce them , muſt do it upon ſuch Reaſons, 
that by reducing the one ſort , they drive 
rot the other ſort from Church. Let 
them 


1 
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them that have more kill then I fhew, 
how it can be done, without imploying 
my Principle. IT, that am reſolved, it 
can by no other means be done, muſt 
declare my Reſolution, though IT were to 


| ſuffer for it 3 Which, from a Chriſtian 


Kingdom , 7 cannot do. ' One thing 1 
have adventured, wpon my own Head 5 
Granting, that the Government of the 
Church was Regular, zill after the ſixth 
General Council : And ſo, that the As of 
the Church before that time, are effets of 
it. But that is not to ſay, that the Cor- - 
ruption of the Church , which we Proteſt 
againſt, and Reform, began not till that 
time. Religion began to be corrupted ear- 


lier in ſome, and later in other Points. 


But this Corruption had not the force of 
Law, till after that time : And eſpecially, 
till the Uſurpation of the See of Rome. It 
zs enough, that there is a difference Viſible, 
inany Point, between that which was from 
the beginmng, accordine to the Scriptures, 
and that which was, when the Reformation 
was attempted. That which can be made, 
out hereof, will ſerve to cramp both ſorts: 
of Recuſants « That which cannot , ſhould- 
be no cauſe of —_ He that reduces 
the ſenſe of the Scripture , within the' 


Faith: 
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Faith and the Laws of the whole Church, 


warrants the Penalties of Recuſants. Let 
the Laws do their Office, and make it a 
Diſgrace, tobe ont of the Church 5 And then 
we may exped, to ſee the Bleſſing of God, up- 
on his own Ordinance. But without = 
ring Diſcipline, without Canons and Laws 
to reſtore it, without the Office of the Synods, 
72 providing thoſe Canons,let no man think , 
that temporal Penalties will ſerve to do the 
buſineſs. For, though there can be no reaſon 
ſufficient, for violating the Unity of the 
Church : yet, if the diſſatisfaFion that hath 
cauſed it, reſolve into a defe@ of the Laws, it 
canno more be ended, without redreſſing te 
Laws, then a Diſeaſe can be cured , without 
taking away the Cauſe of it. 


—_ 


Errata. cormgan " BOP 


Ag. 10, lin. 13-r.Propheſies ſent, fince the Ground 0 

Salvation was declared, is--- p.17. 1. 5. the Church, 
read this Church, p. 20. I. 27. the Article of this Church, 
r. the Law of this Kingdom, p. 22. 1.3. Chriſtians, r. Chri- 
ftian, p. 25.1. 27. decay, I, decays, p-.36. 1.1. ortobe 
believed to, r. to be believed or to, p.4 2.1.29. Laws, r. Law, 
p.63. 1.20. the beſt, r. their beſt, p.99. 1.28. Churches, r. 
Church, p. 109. 1.28. making, r. and making, p. 113.1. 5, 
Chriſts, r. Chrift, p.121. 1.12. which, r. of whom, p. 125, | 
1. 21. to cometo, r. come to, p.I51. 1.19. Idolaters, r. 1d9o- 
latry, p, 153 1.18. Invocations, r. Invocation, p.263, 1.16. 
theſe, r. thoſe. | 


T 
£22:22293-2222-29928:2222 
OF THE 


 FORBEARANCE 


OR 
PENALTIES 


Which a due Reformation requires. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Caſe,in which forbearance is pre- 
tended for weak, Conſciences. 


T is a long time, that the forbear- 
ance due to tender Conſctences 
hath been alledged, for the means 
to reſtore Unity in this Church. 

=» And certainly, were the Caſe 
ſtated, in which S. Pax/ preſcribed it to 
the Church of Koxe, that ſo it might be 
.drawn into Conſequence in our Caſe; 
the Scripture muſt needs produce that 
which would be of advantage for Peace, 
without prejudice — Truth. But, "om 
tae. 
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the bare Phraſe of Scripture is toſſed up 
and down, in the diſcourſe of them that 
carenot tounderſtand, either the Reaſon 
upon which it is grounded, or the Effect 
to which it ſorteth; no marvel toſee the 
decay of Religion proceed from the abuſe 
of the Scripture. We need not the He- 
refies of the Primitive Times 3 even the 
abominable Villanies of the Groſticks 3 to 
tell us, what irreligiouspretenſes may be 
ſet forth in Scripture Phraſe. Our own 
Fanaticks would farmfh-4port enough, 
with the tooleries which they pretend, as 
from Gods Spirit, becauſe they can del1- 
ver their non-ſenſe in.the Phraſe of Scri- 
pture 3 could ſuch irreligious madneſs 
move any thing, bur the compaſſton and 
lamentation of Chriſtians. It 15 enough 
for my purpoſe, that, unleſs the Precefof 
the Apoſtle be limited to that 
quence, which the reaſonof the CaſeWi 


na 


produces the two-edged Sword of theho- . 


ly Scripture may prove an edge tool; to 
cuttheir fhins with, who'take upon them, 
and havenot the skill 'to handle #.- For 
the ſtate of the Caſe, to- which S. Paul 
ſpeaks, T will ſay no more at preſent, but 
this 3 That he preſcribeth only to the 
Church of Koxe, at thattime, when the 

care 


| 
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care was,not to loofethe Jews, by winning 
the Gentiles to be Chriſtians. Therecould 
then benoqueſtion, of eſtabliſhing a Na- 
tional Church, by the Law ofa Kingdom 3 
which Church, and which Kingdom ſhall 

by that Law, reform that which it proteſt- 
eth to have been decayed, and depraved, 

in the Faith and Laws of the then preſent 
Church. We have a Reformation efta- 
bliſhed by certain Laws of the Kingdom'; 

which, all men know, how great a part of 
the Kingdom declineth, becauſe the See of 


Rome diſclaimeth it. And therefore the 


queſtion is, what that Law ſhould be, that 
may oblige Recuſants, to the Reformati- 
on which we' profeſs. For, diviſion in 
Religion cannever ſo deprave mens ſen- 
fes, as to puniſh them for refuſing that, 
which they are not obliged to embrace, 
And yet, who would have the Kingdom 
to eſtabliſh that Reformation, which they 
would not have it inatby competent Pe- 
nalties ? Now. ſuch is our Caſe, that. ſince 
the afflictions, which this Nation hath been 


_ viſited with, have revived the humor of 


parting intoConventicles, Independents 
and Fanaticks decline Communion with 
this Church, as much as Recuſants; And,if 
we will ſpeak properly, to beunderſtood 
I B 2 


accords 


nt.» a 5 7 
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according to the Laws, we muſt diſtin- 
guiſh them, by the addition of Popiſh or 
Fanatick, Recuſants. Whereupon the 
queſtion ariſes, what Penalties are compe- 
rent to the one & to the other;whether the 
ſame or diverſe. For, as there can be no 
Law, if there can be no Penalties to enact 
it with 3 So, there can beno Penalty,unleſs 
the Legiſlative Power be Judge of the 
Cauſe, why the Parties decline the Lay 3 
and may ſecure them in Conſcience, that 
they ought not to decline it. Can any 
Chriſtian Power pumtſh the diſobeying of 
that Law, concerning which, it cannot ſe- 
cure the Conſciences of them that obey ? 
Bur theres a further difficulty in our Caſe, 
in regard of the Preſbyterians 3 Who, 
whatſoever they may do, or may have 
done. lince the time of diſorder, have al- 
ways pretended to the ſervice of the 
Church 3 ſo far from diſclaiming Commu- 
' nion with it. For, grant they do uſurp 
_ theliberty of Conventicles, to hold their 
People at the more diſtance, from being 
reduced to Law ; their pretenſe 1s not, to 
be obnoxiousto the Law, for violating it, 
but tomakethe Law obnoxious to them- 
ſelves, by reforming it. Suppoſe we them 
then, comprehended with the Clergy, 
| . © - 0.5 - © WHO 
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(whoſeAuthorityis included inthe preſent 
Laws) inthe ſame Priviledge, of mini- 
ſtring inand to the Church; Our Caſeis 
not ſtated, till we conſider that, which all 
Pulpits ring of, that 0 Religzor ſtands to 
be the Religion of the Kingdom. The 
Caſe was like tocometo this, when Crom:- 
well firſt uſurped. For then it began to 
appear, that this would be the fruit of his 
Courſe, in maintaining all Parties inthe 
Religions, whichthe licentiouſneſs of the 
War hadallowed them to exerciſe. The 
Laws having recovered poſleſlion , and 
the diſpute remaining, by what Penalties 
ta be exerciſed, whether any or none, 
whether thoſe that are, or what others; I 
need not ſay, that there is any Profeſſion 
of Atheiſm3 (which could never be pro- 
felled among the very Gentiles ) This I 
ſay, that, whoſoever favours it, will ne- 
ceſlarily ſhelter himſelf under the Law, 
profeſſing that which it maintaineth. And 
therefore, that it is tocome into the ſtate 


ofour Caſe, in which, Forbearance is de- 


manded for tender Conſciences ; how it is 
to be limited; That thoſe who have No 
Religion, if any ſuch ſhould be, may not 
have the Benefit of it. So, the queſtion 
now in hand is of the ſame conſequence, as 


B 3 if 
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if it were demanded, upon what termsthe. 
Reformation ofthe Church is to be ſtated. 
For whatſoever comes todebate, the que- 
ſtion will always be, how far we ought to 
depart from the Church of Rowe. The 


other part of the queſtion; What Penal 


ties the Reformation, duly ſtated, may or 
is to be inacted with 5 will depend upon 
this, for the greater part of it. For, what 
can render the ſubject of this Kingdom lia- 
ble to Penalty, for not obeying the Law 
which our Reformation 1s eſtabliſhed 
with 3 bur, that he is firſt bound in conſci- 
ence to embrace the Reformation, and to 
do the duty of a Chriſtian according toit ? 
Only what Penalties, and how great, or 
or how grievous, it isto be, or may be in- 
acted withz This will further require the 
reaſon, which makesit the duty of Chri- 
ſtian States, to joyn in Reforming the 
Church. 


= - * 
" — ww Fe. oor 
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"CRAP. IL 


That a private Perſon may be obliged te 
declare in it. 


TFT His is that which obliges a private 
| perſon, asIam, to declare his Opi- 
nion, whenſogreata concernment of his 
Conſcience 1s at ſtake. For, who could 
ever think the Reformation could ſtand, 
were not the Clergy obliged, as the Law 
obliges them, every one 1n his place, to 
reduce Recuſants to the Church 2 Or, 
how ſhould they either do this, or ſtand 
obliged todo it, if the Reaſon,upan whici1 
the Reformation, and the Law by which 
it is ſtated proceeds, inable them nat to 
convince them, that they are bound in 
Conſcience to embrace it > Theſe hun- 
dred years hath the diſpute been on foot. 
Very nigh ſo long it 1s, ſince the Bull of 
Pixs V. acquited the Subjects of the King- 
dom, of their Allegiance to Q. Elizabeth. 
The Government being then jealous of 
that Party; thoſe that had appeared before 
in the Troubles of Francford, to challenge a 
ſhare in the Government of the Church, 

| B 4 thought 


8 Of the Forbearance or Penalties 


thought this the time to ſet their preten- 
ſions on foot. TItis tobe ſeen, by Camdens 
Annals, that, when the Recuſants firſt for- 
bore coming to Church, about that time, 
did this Party begin to be known, by the | 
name of Puritans. Ever ſince that time, 
did theſe embers lyerakedupin deceitful 
aſhes, ſtill moſt appearing, when the State 
was moſt ſolicitous 3 till at length #he Par- 
ty appeared in Arms againſt the late King 3 
and, prevailing in thofe Arms, became 
divided intothoſe ſeveral Parties, which 
remain united in thePlea for texder Con- 
ſciences. For, the Laws recovering by 
His Majeſties return, the ſame: embers, 
which it was then thought fit to rake up 
again, inthe ſame deceitful aſhes, uponthe 
firſt rub, have flamed out again, to de- 
mand Law, to juſtifie that which they 
«ſurp, by way of Fad, againſt Law 3 Both 
pleading, that their Conſciences cannot. 
bs ſubje& to any Law in the Caſe; and 
that Chriſtianity hath not wherewith to 
clear up thoſe doubts, ' againſt which if 
they proceed, they are damned. It muſt 
therefore needs be ſaid, that the preſent 
Laws have been juſtified, beyond all con- 
tradiction, that may pretend, any thing to 

| becommanded by the Laws, which wo 
Le or og a Eee 950 
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Law forbids 3 So that, the demand of 
new Laws ſeems to be a demand, that the 
Concluſion be contradiftory to that which 
is inferred by the Premiſes. And, what 
ſhould Weakreſs demand of Reaſon, that is 
to give Law, but inconſequence ? Only, 
letnot inconſequencein Reaſon draw nif- 
chief uponus in effeft. Wehave hither- 
toanſwered the demand 5; Where was your 
Church before Luther? Thatit was where it 
Is 3 The ſame Church Reformed, which 
was decayed and depraved afore. Net- 
ther can we ever anſwer otherwiſe, till we 
renounce our Creed, and deny that Oe 
Holy Catholick Church, which, we muſt be 
ſavedby believing, and by continuing in 
the Urzty of it. Depart we once from 
theſe terms of our Reformation, what ſhall 
we plead, with a good Conſcience, to 
bring Recuſants to Church ? It will be 
ſaid, that the Pope is Antichriſt, and the 
Church of Rox all Idolaters : that there 
can beno queſtion, of abandoning Idolatry 
and Antichriſt, But is there no queſtion 
of holding the true Faith, of continuing a 
true Church, parting with Idolatry and 
Antichriſt 2 Were Papiſts Idolaters, and 
the Pope Antichriſt a thouſand times, the 


Reaſon, and the Rule of Reforming the 


Church 


PE Ieootun 
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Church would be where it is 5 and will 
require, that it be fo Reformed, astqcon- 
tinue a Member of one Catholick Church, 
as it was unreformed 3 ſaving the Unity, 
which cannot be held, without the conſent 
of thoſe that will not be reformed. Not 
that I grant thepretenſe of Idolatry and 
Antichriſt 3 Or, that I intend to diſpute 
againſt it at preſent, being a queſtion too 
large to be voided, by ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe 
as this. But that, to ground our Refor- 


| © mation, and Salvation, upon the interpre- 
56, 51" tation of Prophelies, 'is a thing without 


the - compaſs of Reaſon to do ; And 
alſoa departure from thatP/ez, upon which 
our Reformation 1s hitherto ſtated. Ha- 
ving therefore placed my buſineſs, and 
ſpent my time, in conſidering the Contro- 
verlies, which the Reformation hath occa- 
fioned ; Becauſe the Diſputes. we have 
among our ſelves concern nothing , but 
how far weare to depart from the Church 
of Rome; Ithought my ſelf tyed in Con- 
ſcience, to publiſh the Reſolution TI had. 
attained , both under the danger, that 
mightbe expected, from the late Uſurpa- 
tion, and at His Majeſties happy return. 
So that, —— of my Opinion in 
the Caſe at this time 1n diſpute, 1s but a de- 
claration 
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claration of the conſequences, that have 
enſued, becauſe 2 palliative cure hath not 
ſerved the turn. If they that break Uni- 
ty in the Church, have liberty to plead 


| for their Converticles, which they Uſarp 


againſt Law'; why ſhould not my Opini- 
on expect a favourable Aydience? Pro- 
teſting before God, that, how advanta- 
&10us ſoever Ithink it, tothe Salyation of 
Souls, yet I do not deſire that it ſhould 
take place, but by the free 4G of this 
Church and Kingdom. 


——_— 
DD ——————— 


CHAP. I 


That the Rule of Reformation is the 
Catholick Church. 


N thefirſt olace, therefore, I hold my 
{elf bound in Conſcience, upon this 


occaſion, freely to declare to my Supers- 


ours > Thar there is no Power in this 


Church and Kingdom, to reform it ſelf 


in matter of Religion, but only by that 
Form, and to that Form, which may ap- 
pear to have been held by the whole Primi- 


' tzve Church, before the Corruption came 
- In, which we pretend to Reform. And 


the 
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thereaſon hereof is unanſ{werable ; being 
immediately grounded upon the Article 
of our Creed, whereby we profels to be- 
| Heve one Catholick and Apoſtolick, Church. 
| For, if there be ſuch a thing inthe world, 
then muſt there be one Catholick Faith , 
the Profeſſion whereof is the condition of 
Communion with 1t-3 And one and- the 
ſame Laws, the violating whereof is the 
forfeiture af the lame. And here I crave 
leave, to call all Canons, all Cuſiams of the 
Church, whether concerning the Rites of 
Gods Service, or other Obſervations 3 
whether delivered in writing, orreceived 
by lent Uſe and Praftice 3 by oneand the 
ſame general name, of Laws of the Church 
Only , that I may be the better under- 
ſtood. Being therefore well aſlured, 
that the Church cannot be Catholzckh, but 
itneeds muſt be 73/ble 5 Becauſe it can- 
not be Catholick, till it may be Viſibl 
diſtinguiſhed , from Heretick and Schil- 
matick both 3 I muſt alſo infer. that it can 
never be Viſible. till it become Catholick. 
Thatis the only way, to juſtifiethat which 
hath been always pretended 3; that this 
Church 1s the ſame, that it was before 
. Tathers time. For, as the Church had 
never been Catholick, had it been a” | 
ne 
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ned to one Nation, asthe Synagogue was 3. 
So: I do believe, that it had never been 
called Catholick, had there not been He- 
relies and Schiſms, before it was ſo called. 
It had been One Church of all Nations, by 
virtue of the Converſion of the Gentiles. 
When Hereſies ſprung up, as Taresamong 
the Corn, then was it called Catholick, for 
diſtintions fake. It was viſible, that the 
true Faith was ſpread all over ; Hereſies 
and Schiſms prevalled but here and there, 
where they were raiſed. So, if an Here- 
tick orSchifmatick were aſked the way to 
the Catholick Chxrch, he durſt not have 
ſhewedthe way to his own, ſaith S. 4uſtire. 
Nor is it a queſtion to beaſked a Chriſti- 
an, why the true Church ſhould be Catho- 
lick 5 The anſwer being ſo obvious, that 
it was Apoſeolick. Say why the Faith 
preached by the Apoſtles prevailed, why 
the Communion ſetled by their Authori- 
ty 3 (whereas Hereſies and Schiſms were 
known but here and there ) and you 
haveſaid, why the True Church was Ca- 
tholick. We that profeſs the Reforma- 
tion are agreed, that this proviſion of 
Gods goodneſs 1s no Promiſe of God, 
againſt mans malice 3 That corruption 


may become Catholick, for the preſent 


Age, 
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Age, though not from the Apoſtles. This 
is the common ground of Reforming the 
Church ; If the meaſure and bounds 
which it limiteth were alſo common, all 
our divifions were at an end. Nor canany 
private $pirit, expounding the Scripture 
without theſe bounds, derogate from it. 
It is a ſufficient prejudice,-againſt any In- 
terpretation of Scripture, that it ſtandeth 
not with the Faith, and with the Laws of 
the Primitive Church. 'S. Paul challeng- 
eth the Prophets at Corinth, to ſhewthem- 
ſelves Spiritualmen, by ſubmitting to his 
Orders ; Having ſaid, that the Spirits of 
the Prophets are ſubje@ to the Prophets: and 
inferring, that all their Spirits are to be ſab» 
je@ to his, being an Apoſtle, I Cor. XIV. 
32, 36, 37- Theſameis the Caſe to the 
Worlds end ; the promiſe of our Lotd, 
Fehold, I am with you to the worlds end; 
being madetothe Apoſtles, and toall that 
ſhould be Chriſts Dz/czples, and learn 'of 
the Apoſtles, to do all that he bath commani- 
ed, Mat. XX VIII. 19, 20. For, whocan 
think he continueth in' the Dofrine 
of the Apoſtles, departing from their 4#» 
#hority, 1n any thing ſubject to their Au- 
thority > Or what 1s not ſubjet to their 
Authority , excepting. that which w__ 
| Lord 
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Lord had commanded, before he gave 
them their Authority 2 His own Co 
mands being: the condition of Salva- 
tion 3 Their Authority, the meansprovi- 
ded, toinableusto attain it, by obſerving 
and learning his Commands. So, as it 1s 
Hereſie, to depart from the Faith which 
they preached 3 fois it $ch3/#2, to depart 
from the Authority which they left in the 
Church, till the Worlds end. Were not 
the Catholick Church a Warrant toparti- 
cular Churches, they could not Reform 
themſelves; .without the conſent of the 
Whole-- But, ſeeing abuſes are and were 
7+fble at the Reformation, it isneceſlary 


_ to grant, that particular Churches {( and 


ſecular Powers, by whoſe Laws they ſub- 
fiſt) may reſtore that which may appear to 
have been decayed 3 But it 1s alſo necef(- 


fary to ſay, thatReformation 1s the Re- 


ftoring of that which was, not the intro- 
ducing of that which was not. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP: IV. -* 


Ry 


That the Church is no further Viſible, + 
then it is Catholicks | 


*” A Nd thus ſhall the Church become 77- 
fble, according to the Will and 
Ordinance of God ; which, being in de- 
cay by the malice of man, though ot 1n- 
viſible, yet muſt needs become hard to be 
ſeen, at leaſt to the purpoſe of Gods good- 
neſs. For, by the diſcourſe premiſed it 
appears, why it pleaſed God to provide, 
that the true Church ſhould be Catholick. 
That isto ſay, that when it was ſo caſte to 
diſcern the True Church, from all that 
pretended, being indeed Hereticks or 
'Schiſmaticks; the ſimpleſt were left with- 
out excuſe, if they made a wrong choice. 
Which if it betrue, how can 1t be in the 
Power of any Church, or of the ſecular 
Powers that maintain it, being bound to 
continue a Member of the whole Church, 
to introduce that for Reformation, which 
cannot appear to be reſtored , but may 
ſeem to be innovated ?2 Which , how 
ſhould it be done, without owning that 
ground 
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round of Reformation, which I have de- 
lvered 5 and by conſequence , thoſe 
bounds, which the ſaid ground inferreth ? 
AndIdo very well believe, that none of 
thoſe, who decline Conformity with the 
Church,. would have the Face to deny 
this, had they to do with the now 24:(ſzo- 
zaries of the Church of Roxze: For it - 
would not ſerve their turn, in anſwer to 
them, to plead, - that the Pope is. Anti- 
chriſt, and the Papiſts Idolaters 3 having 
Reaſon tochallenge,that God hath found- 
ed a Viſible Church: It would be abſo- 
lately neceſſary to plead 3 though the 

wt hr of God hath zz/ttuted a Viſible 

harch, yet, that, by the malice of man, it 
might be, andis become 1-vi/ble, for the 
difficulty of finding Salvation by it 3 
though abſohrtely Viſeble, becauſe Salvation 
might always behgg in it. It 1s calle for 
him, that would anſwer them with a good 
Conſcience, for Truth and not for Vido- 
ry, to maintain the Church to be Viſible, 
ſo far astheFazth and theLaws thereof con- 
tinue Viſible. But that, ſo far asthe Faith 
and Laws thereof may bediſguiſed, from 
that which was from the beginning, fo far 
it mayand is tobe ſaid, that the Church, 
Which by Gods —_— 15and ought i 
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be Viſible, by humane diforder is become 
Inviſible. Which being ſaid, it follows 
immediately, that, as all eſtates jn''the 
Church are obliged, in their ſeveral qua- 
lities, to do their utmoſt, that theChurch 
may be Viſible 3 ( the Salvation of all 
Chriſtiansrequiring them to Reſorttothe 
Communion of the Church, which they 
believe to be Catholick) fo, there is no 0- 
ther way to makeit Viſtble, but toreſtore 
the Faith and the Laws of the Church, 
that from the beginning made tt Viſible. 
And therefore, no Chriſtian Church or 
State can have Power, to Reform the 
Church any otherwiſe, then, by reſtoring 
that Faith, and thoſe Laws, which the 
Church nay appear to have had from the 
beginning. It would be gacriledge, and 
Uſurpation upon the Faith, which God 
hath built his Church wgon 3 andupon the 
Laws, which either the Apoſtles have de- 
livered to the Church, or inabled the 
Churchto deliver to poſterity ; to intro- 
duce any thing elſe for the Reformation 
of the Church. Which ſeeing it muſt 
needsbind over the Church and Kingdom, 
to the wrath of God ; as either deſtru- 
cive, or at leaſt prejudicial to the Salya- 
tionof the-People 5 muſt needs bind over 
him 


UMI 
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him that hath this opinion, to the ſame, 


| if, uponſo juſtan occaſion, he ſhould for* 


bear topubliſh and to plead it as he may, 
without offenſe, And therefore, I take 
leave toblameallthoſe, who declare, in 
behalf of this Church, that it departeth, 
and' ſeparateth it ſelf from the Church of 
Rome. For, ſeeing it hath been granted, 
in and by this Chutch, ever ſince theRe- 
formation, that there is and always was 
Salvation to be had in the Church of 
Rome, as atrue Church, though corrupt- 
ed ; I am very confident, thatno Church 
can ſeparate from the Church of Aowze, 
but they maſt make themſelyes thereby 
8chiſmaticks before God 3, though, before 
the Church, they cannot be condemne 

for ſuch, becauſe the Church of Rome, 


(the Authority whereof muſt needs be in- 


gredient into the $EFntence) cannot oblige 
any Body, toftand to the Authority, which. 
it ſo abuſeth. For, if God have tied all 
Churches to Communion with all Charches, 
how ſhould it not be $ch;ſ#z, to profeſs 
Separation from a true Chufch ? And it 1s 
every whit as eaſie to ſay, that we in- 
tend only to Reform our ſelves - and 
that the Separation hath come to paſs, by 
the rigour ofthe Church of Roze, Excome 
| C 3 mynicating- 


He of th 
5 Ar" receiving all Councils, that have decreed 
according to the IFord of God 3 receiveth 
and 
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municating thoſe that Reform themſelves 
without her leave. 


FRY 


—— 


CHAP. V. 


How far this Rule 3s owned by this 
Church. 


HE& , It will perhaps be demanded, 
whether or no, the Law of this Land 
make this the Rule of the Reformation 
which we Profeſs. Andmy Anſwer 1s, that 
in effe&, and by conſequence 1t doth. For, 
by maintaining the #hree Creeds to be part 
of the Service, wherewith we glorifie 
God, by Profeſling the Catholick Faith 3 
and by maintaining the four Councils, 
whereby, both the Faith, andthe then Ca- 
nons of the whole Church are eſtabliſhed 3 
it doth in effect maintain the Primitive 
Church, not only till thattime, but beyond 
it. For, ſeeingit isevident, that the fifth 
and ſixth Councils are but appendances of 
the Fourth 3 ( tending only. to maintain 
and inforce the decree of it ) how can it be 


«w« -f—doubted, that the 
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and inacteth thoſe , which tend only 

to inforce the Fourth 3 which it awn- 

eth, for decreeing that Faith which the 

tPord of God teacheth ? Beſides the pray- 

ers for the: proſperity of the.. Catholic kh, 

Charch 5 whereby weproveourſelvesno 

Schiſmaticks; to the See of Raxce, when 
we repay the Carſes of it with our prayers: 
Befides that junior of Edward the VI, 
which obligeth all Preachers, to expound 
the Scripture. according to. the Conſent of - 
the Ancient Fathers. Which, as no man 
canſay, why it ſhould not be in force 3 
So, had it been 1n force, we need not have 
come to the queſtion now on foot. And 
indeed, it 1s, 4n effect; that which I de- 
mand. For. iv will be found , that the 
Conſent of the Fathers is not tobe had, but 
in the common Faith, and in' thole Laws, 
which the 2yhole Church either enjoyned, 
or allowed particular Churches. . So that; 
to expound the Scriptures according to 
the Conſent of tbe: Fathers, 1s to. expound 
them within thoſe bounds ;- and totrouble 
the heads of. Chriſtian people with no- 
thing, that 1s without the ſame 3, As if 
their Salvation could be concerned, all 
being ſafe within thoſe bounds. Here I 
muſttake notice, that the reaſon, why the 
L C 3 . Church 
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Church Catholick; 1s to be held, may-be 
miſkenned.;: it it be extended to all thatis 
called Chriſtiang and not hmited to that; 
which; maintaining the Faith, violateth 
not the. VUritzy of the Primitive Church: 
If the profeſlion of Chrift and Chriſtianity 
were enough, to make men members of 
. the Catholick Church, -why ſhould not 
Socinians and Anabaptiſis belong to the 
Church diſperſed over the. face of the: whole 
earth > Again, the'Eaſters Chriſtians, that 
are thought to-come from 'Neſtoriws . the 
' Southern Chriſtians ander 'Preftcr 'Jobx;; 
that maintain the memory-of Dzoſcor ae, 
and condemn the fourth Council of 0&bal- 
redon,cannotbe admitted to be Catholirks, 
| by any man'that ownetly the:four Conn- 
cils. But; it regard it appeareth not, that 
they owne the Hereſies of Neſdorizs and Fu- 
tzches, though they owne»the memory. 'of | 
their perſons 5 and.inregart{ there. is caule | 
cnoughtopreſume; that'they would, with. | 
all their hearts, berewitedtathe Church; F 
did notthe See of Rome refufeallterms of | 
Re-union ; that ' include” 'not- the 2ufrate | 
Power whachit challengethcz they cannot | 
be included within the Catholick Church | 
without reſerving a liberty to. exclude | 
them, whenfſoever, in paititof yy 
. CI a 
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ſhall appear, that they owne the Hereſies of 
Neſtorizs and Entyches. As for the Ca- 
nons of the Church, it was never neceſla- 
ry, to the maintenance. of Communion, 
that the fame Cxſio»25ſhoutd bt held in all 
partsof the Church 3 It was only neceſia- 
ry, that ſeveral Cuſlorrs ſhould be held by 
the ſame Authority. 'Which1s to ſay 3 
That the fame Authority 1n{tituted ſeve- 
ral Cnftoms,, which they, thaught to be 
_ for the beſt; in ſeveral tinjes/ and in ſeve- 
ral places. For ſo, they-might be chan- 
ged by theſame Authority, and yet Unity 
Temain. Whereas, queſtzonzug the An- 
#hority 3 by queſtioning whether the Acts 
'of.it be agreeable to Gods Lawornot 3 how 
ſhould Unity be.maintained > This ts the 


} Reaſon of that which I: ſaid even now 5 


\ that the Fathers do not agree in any thing, 
bur inthe Faith - and the Laws. of the 
Charch. For it 1s manifeſt, that they 
couldnot have agreed inthe Laws of the 
Church, any had exceptedagainſ{t any 
thing, .uſed in any part of the Church, as 
rf Gods Law had been infringed by it. 
Secingtherefore it is manifeſt, that there 
are-certain'Canans and: Cuſtoms, known 
tohave been theGanons and Cuſtoms of the 
FrimitiveChurotb,owned by this Church 3 1t 
<ON C 4 follow=- 
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followeth of neceſlity, that nothing can 
be diſownedby this Church, as contrary to 
Gods Law, which holdeth by the Primi- 
tive Church. So, it is not my intent to 
ſay, that the Canons and Cuſtoms of the 
Primitive Church ought to be in force - 
And, that there 15 no other means to re- 
ſtore Unity inthe Church.. - But, that no- 
thing can cauſe 4 Breach in the Church, 
that hath Authority from the Primitive 
Church. And that nothing can have 
Authority in the preſent Church, that m- 
fringeth the Authority of the Primitive 
Church ; asif Gods Law were deſtroyed 
by any Actof it. Further, there are two 
_ in the Title and: Canſe of the late 
ar 5 Epiſcopacy and S$acriledge 5 where- 
in, the Cauſe of the Crown hath been ſo 
united to the Cauſe, both of th# and of 
the Catholick Church, that I may well ſay, 
that; to diſowne the ſame Cauſe in ather 
points, alike Primitive and Catholick; 
would beto deny the Coxcluſiox admitting 
the Premiſes 3 Or to keep divers weights 
and meaſures in the ſame Budget. The 
Plea for Epiſcopacy, and for Conſecrate 
Goods, hath made out ſo much evidence 
for it ſelf, that it hath helped to recover 
the Laws of the Kingdom, . And ſhall 
Ge TT Re | _ 
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not the Laws of the Kingdom, ſorecover- 
ed; maintain the fame Plea, in all other 
things ? For, the Viſible Unity ofthe Ca- 
tholick Church, as it never ſubſiſted, but 
i the conſent of Biſhops, ſo was it never 
maintained, but ozt of Conſecrate Gaods, 


Ars 
*” 


CHAP. VI. 

What Errours have follewed, becauſe it is 

: 20k ſo exprelly. 

Y Ut I do freely acknowledge, that , 
B thongh this Church hath many 0b/;- - 
gations, to owne this Principle, for their 
Rnle,; yet, itis not ſormally and expreſ- 
Iz inafted, by thoſe Laws of. the Land, 


whereby Religion, and theRights of the 


Church are eſtabliſhed. For I do further 
claim, that the want of inacting and in- 
forcing it, and driving it hometo the true 
Conſequence, inevery point, is the Cauſe 
and Sourſe,” not' only of: the diforders, 
which divers. pitrful plaiſters have been 
tendred to cure 5 But of all diſorders, 
:mperfections, . and decays of Religion, 
which have fucceeded upon the. Reforma- 
tion 3- having been made without. limiting 
BB" ole 
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thoſe bounds. And, that the preſent dif- 
orders in Religion are the Symptoms of 
2 commondiſeaſe, which' all men are of- 
fended with, but cannot be cured, -with- 
out recourſe to the Unity of the Catha- 
lick Church, and the terms of it 3 where- 
in that health of Chriſtianity conſiſteth, 
which all diviſion impeacheth. "T'do 
therefore freely acknowledge, that find 
two poſitions, to be the.ſourle of all thoſe 
Excentrical Opinions in Religion, 'which 
cauſed that Corfuſtor, upon the ifſue of 
the War, that helped to make way forhis | 
Majeſties happy Rewinga The firſtcis, ® 
that theres »o Condition for the Covetrant | 
of Grate; Thar there is no Contrain'it, = 
but'a meer Proſe. _ 'Theifscond is, that | 
thete 18'tio-fuch thing as a 7:;(ible Charch, 

inſtituted by God 3 But;:tharmenare firſt - 
Children of God by Faith then members # 
of a! Church, ' of free'choice. Of theft « 


Poſitions; 'the'one neceflarily: dependech | 
apon- the other. ' For, the: Faith of the | 


whole Charch from” the '/beginning're> ! 
quires Bapriſee to Salvation. And theres | 
fore, incladeth it in that Faath,, which:as | 
lone juſtiffteth. And''by - conſequence 
_—_— that" ;uſt5ſping Faith cannot (tbe * 
underſtood, withour: that ' Profeſſror:0of' | 
. | F aith, ; 


—— 
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F#3i#h, which a man maketh at his Baptiſm. 
And this will neceſlarily infer a Church, 
therefore 7Y7{ible; becauſe Catholick, For it 
isagrecd upon by the whole Church, that 
Baptiſt in Hereſto or 8chiſpr,(That is, when 
amangivesup himſelf tothe Communion 
of Hereticks or -Schiſmaticks , by recei- 
ving Baptiſm from them ) though it may 
be'rrue/Bapriin, and not to be-repeated; 
being given in the form of the Church: 5 
yet is not available to Salvation making 
him acceſſory ts Hereſie or Schiſm, that 
is ſo Baptized, (Now, it is not my intent 
toſfay, _ carr gr WCre 2x- 

rely and fortzally' 'profefied, by Compa- 
wg Ali rr dl ves from Th 
thers; by: Ecolefialtieal-Gomminnion 1 
theProfeſhon 3\ Which is the'truefignifi- 
eation of an Herefe; 11 the &y0vf the Church. 
Bur the Poſitions] maintain tobe Here- 
fies, *in ſo much thas,' if there were ſuch 
Companies;they muſt of neceſſity betaken 


 forHlereſies,intheaccount of the Church. 


And-my Reaſbiiis clear. For it is ac- 
knowledgedbythe whole Church, 'clear- 
I: delivered by our Lord: in the Goſpel, 
that the takmpup” of his Croſs 1s a nece(- 
fary conditiones Salvation.” Now; fince 
our Lord gaye:Compilſicn'ts his" + way 
Gy 44's CS, 
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ſtles, to Baptize all Nations in the Name 
of the Father , Son and Holy Ghoſt 3 it-is 
evident, that ever ſince, we take up 
Chriſts Croſs, when we undertake at our 
Baptiſm, to lay down our lives, rather 
then derythe Faith of Chriſt, or tranſgreſs 
his Commandments. And fince this Pro- 
miſe isnot available,unleſs it be depoſited 
with the true Church 3 it cannot be avail- 
able, to him that continueth not in the - 
true Church, that may exa& the Promiſe 
depoſited with it. If any.manaſk, whom 
I can charge with theſe Poſitions, which, I 
cannot ſhew to have been Profeſſed by Viſt | 
ble Bodies 3 1 diſcharge\my ſelf upon a *! 
number of Pamphlets, of the time of thast þ 
Confuſion, which was called: the Bleffed  * 
Reformation 5 wherein' free Grace was | 
made to be the pardon of ſir: befare it; is 
done 5 Juſtification ta be the Revelation of 
Predeſtination ts Glory', and n0 ſin to. be 
ſeer in Gods EleF. One parricularly 3 
which I have cauſeto believe was printed 
by Cromwells own Appointment 3 becauſe 
itanſwered a Petition of. Welſh Fanaticks, 
which charged him to depart- from, his 
Priaciples 5 anſwers exprelly , that the 
Principle of Salyatian is neither Faith nor 
good Works, but Chriſt living inthe not 
an 
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and abiding.there, whatever Prizciples 
the Godly may change. And for the 
Church, have we not ſeen otir 7-deper- 
dent Congregations, or, do we not ſee them 

in New-Ezeland, refuſe Baptiſm to all, that 
willnot take the Covenant, which they ap- 
point themſelves to take 5 and owne no 
other Churches, but ſuch Congregations ? 

I ſuppoſe, noman in his right ſenſes will 
imagine, that there can be a Catholick 
Church, conſiſting in the Common of all 
ſuch Corgregations : Or, that there can 

Z* beany Faith, to give Law to their Com- 
» munion; whohave the Law intheir own 
| hand, to be to morrow Socinians if they 
pleaſe 3 Or any other Seq, that allows 
Independent Congregations. For, the So- 
cinians ray ſeem to have the Elderſhip of 
New-Ergland, for Independent Congrega- 
tions. On the other ſide, dowe not ſee 
the Leviathan, that Monſter of a Chriſti- 
an, openly Profeſs, that he is bound to re- 
nounce Chriſt with his mouth, if his Sove- 
raigncommand 3 Though ſtill bound to 
believe in him at the heart ? So utterly 
perſwaded, that there is noſuch thing as a 

' Church, of Gods Ordinance 3 But only 
| bythe A@ of Soveraign Powers, within the 


reſpective Dominions of each of them 3 
| That 
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That he had rather:renounce his Baptiſav, 
Cand (> the Benefit of 1t) thenowne any 
Creed, or any Catholick Church. # 


CHAP. VII. 


That it is for the Intereſt of the Reformation, 
as mich as of the See of Rome. 


Aving therefore obſerved(upon due 
Hi conſideration, asFhope)that allthe 
Errours, which have had Vogue during 
our late Gonfufions, are reducible totheſe # 
two Poſitiour,, deſtructive-.to two Articles 


of our Creed, that Profets: oze Catholick, | 


Church, and one Baptiſm for- remiſſion of | 
Sins ; Tam (till led by the fame Confide- 
ration, to: think my ſelf tyed in Confci- | 
\ ence; freely to Profeſs'; that, were theſe *: 

two Pofitions clearly renounced, and the | 
ſenſe ofthole two Articles duely eſtabliſh- | 
ed, andreceived by all Parties, that owne {| 
the ſame Creed, the Re-union of the | 
whole Church, muſt needsfollow. For, | 
the Power of the whole Church being fo | 
ſtated, as to preſuppole the whole condi- 
tion of our Salvation: and to extend only, 3 
tothe determining of thoſe things, which 

| | | may # 
| 
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the Account of it; there remains, befides, 
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may promote edification in it, without 
endangering the Unity of the Church 3 
why ſhould not I think , that there is 
found, by the conſent of the whole 
Church from the beginning, ſo clear a re- 
ſolution of all that ts diſputed, to maintain 
Separation , concerning the Condition of 
the Covenant of Grace, that it cannot be 
refuſed by the Parties, owning the com- 
mon Faith 2 There is great cauſe to fear, 
that, notwithſtanding the miſchiefs we 
feel by our own D#»viſfons, ſome would 
think it ſtill a greater miſchief, that the 


- Whole Church ſhould be re-united 3 


Though upon juſt Terms, and ſuch, as 
muſt needs re-untte our ſelves. But, if 
the Chriſtian Religion oblige us to do 
men good againſt their will 3 He that 
demands nothing, but the Right Under- 


| : flanding of two Articlesin the Creed, to 


the Re-uniting of Chriſtendom, intends 
the greateſt Charity, that thoſe wholove 
Diviſion can recerve. Whether his de- 
mand be ſufficient to do his Work or no ; 
he muſt leave it to the World to judge: 
For, it 1s to be acknowledged , that, 
when the Condition of our Salvation ts 
ſetled, and all that cauſes Divifron upon 


very 


0 
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_ very many Ditputes, . concerning Pablick. 
orders, as well in the Offices . of the, 
Church , as inthe publick- Government 0 

itz and the Intereſt; as well of the State, 
as of the Church, in the ſame. Burt,. let 
not therefore thoſe that love not Unity 
pretend Difficulty. For, they ſhall find 
{ach Principles laid, tothe determining of 
' them all, inthe 7:/ble Laws of that ore 
Church, which cannot continue Oze, but 
by owning the ſame 3 that the due bounds 
of Reformation cannot eſcape them, that 
willnot declinethe thred andthe grain of 


theſe fronds. And yet, in all this, no. 
man declines. the Scripture for the ozly 


Rule of Faith. But, he that refuſes the See 
of Rome for Judge in the Senſe of it 5 which. 
is all that remains in queſtion 3 may well 
crave leave to decline the Judgment of 
any private Spirit, not confined within 
the bounds, which the Viſible conſent of 
the Church determineth. Not as if 
the ſenſe of the Scripture were not more 
and moreto be diſcovered ; which is 1n- 
deed diſcovered every day more and 
mare. But, becauſe thetrue ſenſe of it 
Will abrays fall. within the compals' of 
that, which the Church hath always re> 
ceived.” I am very well perſwaded, _ 
= | FQC 
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the See of Rome will neyer hear of any 
FFrms of Reconcilement,,. ſoJong as they; 
e our Diviſions increafe. But:Lam very: 
well aſſured, that the Diviſſoxs of the Beri 
Jonetongan never be Re-anrteg, as:h0- 
revent the like for the future 3- but. upan. 
that Ground, which, + reggived, wall 
ve to, re-unite the,; Whale Churchs 
here can.never be 0-e#ſble Fa;th, UBe 
Viſible Charch, HPOR any. other texmge 
There can|be no ſuch {2;as Hereſie to-win+ 
late Faith; ,as.$ch7/z torypolate. Charity, 


upon orfeer zerms. Ang <hqnlore; i 
out of Loys tp.the Re that ans 


liſt upon {t ucha Principle, as may ſeryet@ 
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ever ſince the Diviſion, may make it ap- 
, thatÞoth have Reaſon enough to 
pecondiled. - -They of the Sec of Rome 
havelong expected 3 a hundred and fifty 
years or Dent eaboGints 3 3 that thoſe Chriſt». 
4 Princes; that- have looked n the 
Rtformation ag:dangeroiis to'the Peace 
of-their Domninions » ſhould give them 
Mfftance, to reduce all that Proteſ? againſt 
eh abuſes. thereof, by force of Arms, to 
fitbinit to their Will. ” Which would be, 
tgImake that 224 the Law of Religion, 
: Uves , as'to thoſe that 
[d'be" ediced. Bur the expett- 
aicef ſorfiich time evidences, that the 
_ of Chiiſtendoty Kaye ſomething 
to do; then ts imploy, ot oY O 
their Domhinibrs to that 1 : And 
at, =o It« "fon the Int tor ſoa 
Etiivies, it will *piove not” tg 
BE _ thera of others, at the {ante 
of other tihes; OC which” Infeteſt*;" a5 


they archiderd, Hndiin Conftjence, togive | 
ot to the See of | 
Homme 4 (,' thap ey will ever make' the 3 
See wy Rome th he 7 IST what  ap> : 

> 'B6:-it 4s timne'of | 
the day for” to hearken gon | : 


ac&tount - and 


pegranice Can 


whether they RgatdCod, andReligion, 
AG Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, and'themſelyes. Bur is not our 
Caſe theſame ? Or, arenot we tranſpor* 
tedasfar, with the conceit. that they are 
linths of Antichrif) and 1dolaters, as they 
are, with the conceit, that we are Here- 
Hicks and Schr/pratichs 2 Have we- not as 
long expected, when the Kings would 
Joyn to ſtrip the Whore of Babylon naked, 
nsthey, when they would joyn to reduce 
the Hereticks-by force > And is it not yet 
timeof the day for us 3 whatſoever opi- 
nion , thoſe that imploy' their time, in 
ſearching the meaning of a Propheſie; 
may have ;/atleafſt to make 1t no Princz- 
ple of onr Profeſſzor, nor to maintain Sepa- 
ration upon the Account of it ? Knowing, 
that were the Pope twenty times Antt- 
chriſt, and the Papiſts Idolaters, he cari ne>. 
verbe Antichriſt, nor they Idolaters, for 
any thing, that the' conſent of the Catho- 
liek Church either alloweth;, or injoy- 
neth. So, that, whatever become of any 
Propheſte in Gods Word, and the ſenſe 
of 1t, the bounds of Reformation will be 
thevery ſame 3 And hewill be noleſs an 
Heretsck or # Schiſmatick, that makes the 
Pope Antichriſt;-or the PapiſtsIdolaters, 
for-doing or believing any thing, which 
the Church from the Pevtaning hath in- 
NED D a joyned 
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joyned or allowed, to be believed or to be 
done, then if he pretended.no Propheſie 
toproveit. If ever any people had cauſe 
to reflet.upon the ſad conſequences of _ 
this conceit, we arethey, that ſhall findgo 
probable- reaſon, to impute the miſchnefs 
of the late Vſarpation to, but the hope of - 
fulfilling this ſenſe of this Propheſie. It 
184 vain thing to think, that a man, whq 
believed no Gad, could Ad a counterfet- 
ted Religion throughout, as we have ſeen 
the Uſurper-do. He that could hopeto 
be ſaved, either without Faith, or with- 
out good Works, by having Chriſt alive 
at the Heart,-why ſhould not he think, 
that all the foul way hewent through was 
the Service of God, having;intended.to 
frip.the Whare .of Babylox by his means ?. 
Neither Manichens, nor Mihomet, nar any 
Exthufſiaſi, can,be barred, of the like aim 
with this, if, once.he make his' pravate Spz- 
r:t parallel. to the Scripture. For ,, that 
which the ſame Authority aft diCtates; as 
in ll; and Teſtaments, mult take place. 
I ſay not that; this is the Caſe of thoſe, 
. thatinterpret this Propheſie of the See of | 
Rome.', T-helieve they follow their Rea+ | 
ſon, in exponnding Sexiptere by Scripture; || : 
Bur if their Reaſon be not theReafonof' | 

| £1 Religion, 
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Religion , the Reaſon of that Chriſtzanity 
which weall have Intereſt in, the private 
Spirit that follows it may take all for Gods 
Service, though never ſowicked, that is 
done in proſecution of it. In the mean 
time, Diviſion increaſing among us as it 
does, I think, I gratifie our ſelves, and 
not the See of Koxze, in propoſing that 
truth, whichreconciles the Trtereſt of Re- 
formation, to the Intereſt of Unity in the 


| Church. Forin Civi[War ; as Schiſm 1s 


nothing but a Civil War in the Church ; 
that Party that divides is the likely to 


| Ruine. And though the firſt hopes of 
the See of Komze have proved addle, yet 


if our Diviſions prevail, they muſt needs 
have freſh hopes to prevail, by our Divi- 
fions. 


— _—_— —————— 
— 


CHAP. VIII. 


That it is the Duty of this Kingdom, and of 
all Chriſtian Soveraignties. | 


—L 


Nd therefore, I muſt freely profeſs 
| my opinion, without any manner of 


{ hope, that ever the See of Rowe will abate 


any thing of their rigour 3 Though the 
| D 3 Refor». 
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Reformation ſhould content themfelves 
with theſe terms. For, T find, by the 
proceeding of former times, that it is 
their Max772, toſtand to that which the 
have once done : And to mark hots 
Popes to poſterity, that have abated my 
thing, from the rigour of their Predecet- 
fors. For, being arrived at this Great- 
neſs, by this Kzgorr and obſtinacy in all 
Pretenſes, right or wrong, they will al- 
ways think themſelvesobliged, in Reaſox 
of State, not to yield ſo much as the Cup iz | 
the Enchariſt; Though the Council of | 
Trent leave it in the Popes Power to | 
grant 1t. Becauſe, granting, that any þ 
thing 1s and hath been amiſs 3 who ſhall | 
ſecure them, that nothing more ſhall. be | 
queſtioned, then is indeed amiſs 3 when | 
welſeenopoint in Religion remain unque- | 
ſtioned, ſometime or ſome where ? Not | 
conhidering, all the While, that this Rigor | 
is the cauſe of Divifor, and Diviſion the | 
cauſe of theſe Queſtions : And that, the | 
Reaſonof. Reformation beig owned on | 
both ſides, there is a Grouzd reſtored, for 
Confidence, that they who acceptof it will 
'ftand ro thoſe Fords which: it ſetleth. | 
But, if the See of Romecan haveno Power * 
againſt the Whole Church. Much tel | 
p : can 


” —_— we 


A . oa ©. OA. of. OE. a. Ro. RG 


jos 3 Ws TD \F 
pee as Ko LO oe bt 


md 23 wy 0 


JMI 


which a ne Reformation reqhtires. 39 
can any other Church, or any part-of-the 
Church, or any Secular Power that pro- 
tecteth it,, make that to beReformation, 
which the Whole Church alloweth not;; 
Or ſecure their $#bjed&s Conſerences of the 
Selovation they ſeek, in exerciſing 'their 
Chriitianity according to their Laws, but 
by confining the Reformation which they 
maintain, within thoſe Bounds, which the 
Faith and the Laws of the Whole Church 
either require or allow. Now, how can 
the Intereſt of the Nation be (ecured, with- 
out due ground, for hope of Gods bleſſing 
upon that which ſhall be done ? How can 
there be ground to expe& Gods blefling, 
till it appear , how all Subjects of: this 


Kingdom ſhall ſtand diſcharged at the day 


of Judgment, following that form which 
the Kingdom inaGeth, rather then that 


which the See of - Rome requireth 2 For, 


there are other Chriſtian Princes and Sa- 
veraignties, that command their SubjeRs 
to obey the See of Kome 5 whoſe Sub- 
jets muſt as well ſtand diſcharged to God, 
upon the ſame Plea, as the Subjetts of Re- 
formed Princes and States. And how 
ſhall the Corſcierces of theme that make 


Lews be ſecured , if they cannot fecure 
the Conſciences of them for whom they 


D 4 . are 
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are made ? 'Or how can Gods blefling be 
expetted, if this ſecurity cannot be ev7- 
enced ? Tt 1s not yet time to aſk, how, 
thoſe that allow not the Reformation, up- 
-on theſe Terms, ſhould be puniſhed 3 Be- 
-cauſe there are that pretend, that no pu- 
-niſhment can be infli&ed, for diſobeying 
any Law of the Kingdom, by which Reh- 
-gionisſetled. - But it istime-to ſay, that 
'they make 1t a very ridiculous thing, for 
the Legiſlative Power to make Laws for 
"theKingdom, which they can inact by no 
| _— And how ſhall rhis difficulty be 
voided, but by demanding nothing, but 
.that which'Chriſtianity will require of all 
Chriſtians > That no Chriſtian King- 
dom can have Power, to introduce any 
thing,” for: Reformation in- the Church, 
but that-which* the Conſent of the Whole 
Church either injoyneth, or alloweth. Not 
-asif theleaſt Tittle of Scripture were not 
enough, towarrant, that which it injoyn- 
ethto be the Reformation of the Church. 
But, whereas the ſee of the Scripture 1s 
that which remains queſtionable, not the 
Anthority of it'; that nothing can be the 
true ſenſe of the Scripturez. which the 
Conſent of the Whole Church contra- 
difteth. And therefore , that, thongh 
or OS a 
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there be an appearance of truth in ſuch a 
ſenſe, yet, it isnot for a Chriſtian Kingdom 
to inaCt it for Zap, till it be duely ebs- 
ted. And, that being done, it will infal- 
hbly appear in all, which in moſt things 
appeareth already 3 that the Conſent of 
the Whole Church cannot contradif the 
true {enſe of the Scripture 3 And that it 
15nothing elſe, but ' not knowing the one 
or the other, that makes it ſeem other- 
wiſe. If the Scripture it ſelf is not, nor 
can be owned for Gods Word, but by the 
Conſent of Gods people, from the begin- 
ning,atteſting,the Motives of Faith related 
in the Scripture to have been infallibly 
done, by ſubmitting to the Faith which 
they inforce 3 Then muſt the ſame Con- 
ſent be of force, to aſſure common reaſon, 
thatthe Faith; andthe Laws, whereinthe 
whole Charch agrees, came fromthe Au- 


thority ſetled by God, notby any Conſert 


of all Chriſtians, to fall from that which 
they Profeſs. And therefore, though a 
Kingdom may force the Subjects thereof, 
to call that Reformation,which they inaQ 5 
yet they can never make it Reformation, 
in that ſenſe, which the Salvation of Chrt- 


ſtians requires, if it be not within theſe 
bounds. It may be called Reformation, 


ro 
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to ſignifie a New form, but it can never, be 
Reformation, toſignifie that form which 
be, unleſs it ltgnvfie the form: that 
hath been in Gods Church. For, that be- 
ing 0cand the ſame, fromthe firſt to'the 
ſecond Coming of Chriſt, can authorize 
no other form, then that which it may-ap- 
pear tohave had fromthe beginning, - - 


CHA P. IX. 
That it cannot be done without the 8ynods 
_ of this Charth. 

Nd therefore, it being granted on 
A both ſides, that the Soveraign Pow- 
er of Chriſtian Kingdoms and States, pro- 
ceeding duely, obligeth- the Subjects, to 
ſubmit tothe Reformation of the Churchz 
and cannot exact Legal Penalties of them 
which refuſe, upon any other Terms 3_I 
do except, in the ſecond place , that it 
ought toproceed in all Reformation, by 
and upon the Authority of this Church 5 
Thar is, of the Synods. For what' doth 
the wholeCharch agree 3n ſo Viſbly., as in 
rhis; That the Authority which God hath 


inſtituted in his Church ſhould give Lawy 
; to 
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to his Church ? And how can a Chriſtian 
Kingdom promiſe themſelves Gods bleſ- 
fing, upon ſuch Adts, asthey have no Pow- 
& nor'Right from God to do? For, 

anting there is ſuch a thing as a Catho- 
Fick Church 3 it is not poſfible, that any 
Chriſtian Kingdom, which muſt be a part 
of it, ſhouldhave Power toinaQtany thing 
Prejudicial, much lefs deſtructive to the 
Whole 3 to the Viſible Being, which is, 
the Viſible Communion of it. And there- 
fore, the Faith and the Laws of the whole 
being the Condition, under which the 
parts are to communicate 3 no Chriſtian 
Kingdom can have Power from God, to 
give New Laws 3 Rebigion, to the Subjects 
thereof, which the Church of the King- 
dom warranteth not, to be according to 
the Laws of the whole Church. If any 
thing may appear to have beenin force, in 
the Primitive Church, and, by the abuſe 
of fucceeding times, to have become 
void 3 I do not deny , that the Secular 
Power may Reform the Church , by re- 


| ſtoring 1t, though the Church ſhould re- 


fuſe thear Conſent toit, The reaſon is, be- 
cauſethe Church would be withour help, 
if there were no Lawful way to reſtore 


. thedecaysof it 3 Which, we agree, have 


come 


44 - Of the Forbexrance or Penalties - 
eome. to' paſs 3 without. the conſent of 
them that. are chargeable for the decay of 
it... Now.'the Faith and the Laws of the 
Catholick Church are the Birth-right of 
all Chriſtians ; Purchaſed, by underta- 
king to Prafeſs one Catholick Church, at 
their Baptiſm : And Chriſtian Powers are 
to protect their Chriſtian Subjects 1n their 
Birth-right. And, the Authority of the 
preſent Church 1s not. ſeen, in the Faith 
and the Laws of the - Whole Church. 
For, it is meer matter of Fatt, what they 
are 3 The evidence whereof (przex1- 
ſtent to the Authority of the preſent 
Church) cannot be underſtood to require, ' 
or to preſnppole it. - And therefore, the 
Authority of the Church cannot be vio- 
lated, by reducing the Faith and the 
Laws of the Primitive Church into force. 
Nevertheleſs, in regard, that which is 
decayed can ſeldom be reſtored, without 
determining new Bounds, which the pre- 
ſent ſ{tate'of the Church requires 3 It is 
manifeſtly the Office of the Church, to 
determine the ſame:Naor can it be doneby 
Chriſtian Powers of this World, without 
aſſuming to themſelves. that Authority, * 
3n which they are to maintain the Church, 
For, though Soveraign Power hath Sove- 
| raign 
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-raign Right, i all Caxſes and over all 
Perfons Eccleſtaſtical, yet isit capable of na 
Eccleſiaſtical Power, or -Right 5 But is 
to maintain thoſe that have «;, by the 
Laws of the Church, in thecuſe-of it. If 
any thing were:done at the Reformation, 
ſetting aſide the-Synods of this Church; 
which, I am here neither to deny, nor- to 


acknowledge 5 it muſt be-juſtified upon 


this Account, that they' refuſed the Au- 
thority of the Whole Church, in autho- 
rizing the Reformation of-.this Church. 
If wy thing now may appear 'to be de- 
manded upon the ſame Account 3 let the 
Authority of the Synods be -paſled by, 
for their puniſhment , if they -hinder the 


Reformation of the Church, by refuſing 


it. But that cannot appear; till it may 
appear ; Firſt, that the matter demanded 
ought to have the force of: Law in the 
Church 3 haying been of force; 'and finge 
decayed, by the injury of time, or cor; 
ruption of men 2: Secondly, that it is.0f 
fuch wezght, that: Re/3gior 18 like to have 


' moxeadyantage, by reſtoring it, then the 


©Onity of the Church (hall ſuffer, by viola- 
ting the Regular Authority ofthe Church, 
What thanks I ſhall have of fny LL.” the 
Biſhops for this, I know nat 3 For I deny: 

tnat 
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that they themſelves can have any Autho- 
rity in the Caſe; that ſhall not be confined 
within tle ſame bounds. Burt it is fit 
offible, for him that is the moſt jealous of 
the Rights of the Crown, in Church-mat- 
ters, to ſay, what danger there” can bets 
this Crows; in fecaring the Conſcienceof 
the Kingdom, by the C_ of the 
Church. ' For; the ' atktowledping 'of 
thoſe Fownds, which the Authority of the 
Church is confined to, aswellin reſpect of 
Soveraign Power, in" the  Dominions 
whereof it fubſiſteth, as of the reſt of the 
Church 3 Teaveth no Plea for it to V Trp, 
either upon the Crown, orupon the Chrt- 
ftian SubjeRtsof it. And all this I claim 
by'S. Pal; where he commandeth -all 
Chiriftians, to abide ire that Patt in which 
they are calledto be Chriſtians. Which 
cannot otherwiſe oblige all Clerg:e-mer; 
to: be S»bjefs, upon the ſame-terms.''as 
they ſhonld be, if their Soveraigns. were 
not Chriſtians; but, that it muſtoblige all 
Pablick. Powers, to maintaintheClergy mn 
the ſame Rights, which they had, and 
ruſt have had 'over Chriſtian People, did 
not the Publick Powers profeſs the Faith; 
And therefbre, though I do' claim, that 
the Synods of the two Provitices , -and 
| their 
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their-Decrees, ht - to--be--confined 
within the bounds ſo oft ſaid 3 yet I do 
demand of Al}, (efpecially of thoſe that 
mayhave madethe 0ath of Canonical Obe- 
diene, to their Biſhops) how they can 
profeſs to owne Epiſcopacy 3 eſpecially 
according to their Oath 3 that paſs. aver 
this Right of the 8510s. For, that which 
is done zzthokt, or againſt their Conſent. 
ſhall make them'no Biſhops 3 That muſt 
receive Law from their Clergy, if the Sex 
cular Power make. their ſenſe of the 


fels, that I think it a point not off to 

ical Authority , which. I FP cad for ; 
And think it in- 
conſiſtent with 'the Oath of Canonical 
Obedience which I have made... , 
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The C.iſe in which $.Paul forbears the” 
| R TI : Weak. 4 4 : þ p A | 
Ome, we now to that Scripture 'of 
'$. Paul tothe Romany. upon Which, 
the whole Plea for tender Conſriences is 
prounded, and to fate the Caſe, nn which 
he preſcribeth. And ſee, what' forbearazce 
It willinforce in our Caſe. S. Pal, having 
ſhewed the Romans 3. who, before; they 
were converted * to. be. Chriſtians, had 
been , ſome Jews, ſome. Gentiles 3 that 
Righteouliels and Salvation comes only 
by Faith, or by Chriſttanity,,and not "by 
the Law, orby Judaiſm alſo. proce it 
in the fourteenth Chapter of thar Epiſtle, 
to Order them, to forbear one another 3 
The Jews not to cenſure the Gentiles, for 
not obſerving the Law 3 The Gentiles not 
to ſcorn Tons 3 If, not underſtanding 
the freedom of Chriſtians, they lived as 
ews,.inall orin ſome things. It is mani- 
eſt, whoare the ffrong and who are the 
weak, with S. Paul, inthat heisone of the 
ſtrong , where he ſays, XV. 1. We that 


are 
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are ſtrong oneht to bear the infirmities of the 
m_ They that ET how he 
tevirſneſs and Salvation comes only by 
Faith 5 notwithſtanding that it was to be 
hadunder the Law, as well as afore the 
| Law + theſe are the ſirozg. One munbe- 
lieves he may eat any thing ; though for- 
bidden by the Law 3 but he that is weak , 
and ſees nothing elſe on the Table. but 
that which the Lai forbids, eats herbs. 
One man mukes difference of a day above a 
day, according to the Law, another eſteems 
every day alike, XIV. 2, 5. Theſe two 
inſtances are put for all indifferent things, 
preſcribed or forbidden by the Law. He 
that underſtood the purpoſe of God in 
giving the Law,. which he intended to 
make w0zd, or rather te fulfil, in duetime 3 
So that Salvation came not by zt, when it 
was to be had wrnder it 5 He is the ſtrong 
with S. Paxl.. He that underſtood it 
not, and yet continued a Chriſtian, that 
hemight come tounderſtand it, the weak; 
Let no man marvel, that the Romans, who 
took S. Paul for an Apoſtle, ſhould not 
underſtand that which S. Paul had pro- 
ved, by this whole Epiſtle. For he pro- 
veth it by the 2yſticl ſenſe of the Old Te- 
flament ; Which, they who had — 
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ted to the Faith could not owne, never- 
theleſs, until they underſtood the reaſon, 
why God gave the Law, with an intent to 
bring in the Goſpel by it. Let no man 
think, that they were not fit to be bapti- 
zed, ( for ſuch were they all to whom S. 
Paul writes) that underſtood not this, be- 
longing to the Foundation of Faith. 
Baptiſm maketh all Diſciples of Chriſt , 
and therefore findeth them not fo. It is 
neceſſary, that he who is baptized ſhould 
undertake all that , which, he ſhall come 
to learn, that Chrift hath taught. It 1s 
not neceſlary that he ſhould know what 
it is 3 knowing that Salvation is not to be 
had, without doing all that, whatſoever 
it 1s, which, it ſhall appear , that Chriſt 
hath taught. 


CHAP.-KXL 


Compared with his Orders at Corinth, end 
elſewhere, 


Ut, ſeeing S. Paul forbiddeth the Co- 
I ) rinthians to ſcandalize the weak, in 
eating meats that had been ſacrificed to 
Idols ; we muſt not ſtate the Caſe of the 
Figmans, 
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fron of Tdolatry,x Cor. VIII. 7, 10. X. 27, 
E 3 
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Romans, without conſidering, how the 
Caſe of the Corinthians may concern it. 
Here S. Paul diſtinguiſhes ſcholaſtically 3 
that ſuch meats might be eaten, either as 
Gods Creatures, materially, or formally, as 
meats ſacrificed to Idols ; which Idola- 
ters feaſted upon, after their Sacrifices, in 
honour of theirIdols 3 as we ſee by his 
words, I Cor. X.7. Nor he ye Tdolaters , 
as ſame of them were 5 As it is written 3 The 
people ſate down to eat and drink, and roſe 
up to play. And Dan. V. 4. They drunk 
wine, and praiſed the Gods of gold and (il- 
ver, of braſs, of iron, of wood and of ſtone. 
S. Paul then reſolveth, that Chriſtians 
may eat meats ſacrificed to Idols, as Gods 
creatures 3 and that they cannot be pollu- 
ted, by being ſacrificed to Idols, which 
are zothing. But that, when there may 
be occaſion for Chriſtians to think, that a 
Chriſtian eats them as Idolaters did ( as 
eating them iz az 1dol-Temple, or, being 
invited home by an Tdolater) in ſuch Caſes, 
it was neceſlary to forbear , for Chriſtian 
Charities ſake 5 leaſt a weak Chriſtian, 
ſeeing a ſtrong Chriſtian eat them, ſhould 
think he cat them as Idolaters did ; and, 
doing ſo himſelf, ſhould fa}l into »2iſpri- 


28, 


52 Of the Forbearance or Penalties 


% 
28. And by this example we may gather, 
by the way , what S. Paul means, Rom. 
XIV. 15, 20. Deſtroy not him with thy 
meat, for whom Chriſt dyed. For meat de- 
ſiroy not the work of God. He means, that 
the danger was noleſs, ( if the Gentiles 
ſhould not forbear the Jews, but deſpiſe 
their weakneſs, that could not ſee them- 
ſelves free of the Law ) then, that they 
ſhould fall into diſlike with the Faith, and 
return to.the Jews Religion again. So, 
the danger at Corinth was Tdolatry'5 
at Rome Apoſiaſie. S. Paul then, forbids 
the Corinthians , to make inquiry for con- 
ſcience ſake, 1 Cor. X. 25. whether that 
whichis fold in the ſhambles had been ſa- 
crificed to an Idol or not. But Danzel 
did make inquiry for conſcience ſake, 
when he reſolved, of to be polluted with 
the Kings meat, Dan. I. 5,8. taking all 
of 1t to be dedicated to Idols, in the 
firſi-fruits of it. For this, being the cu- 
{tom of the Heathen, made all their meats 
| ſuſpicious, as dedicated to their Idols. 
Tobit 1s not Canonical Scripture 3 But 1t 18 
as Old as the Old Teſtament in Greek. 
The Author of it relates, for his commen- 
dation, that he kept himſelf from eating the 
bread of the Gentiles, when his Brethren and 
kindred 
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kindred did eat of it. TobtT. 10, 11, 12. 
becauſe he remembred God with all his 
_ heart. This ſignifies, that the more Reli- 
gious did obſerve it, though not com- 
* manded by the Law. It ſeemsthey were 
only forbidden by the Law to go to the 
feaſts which they, the Gentiles, made of 
_ their Sacrifices 3 leſt they ſhould wor- 
ſhip their Gods, as they that invited 
them did , Exod. XX XIII. 15. and as 
they did with the Madianites, Nx-b. 
XXV. 2. The forbearing of Idolaters 
meat, was 4 hedee to the Law, that they 
might be the further off from tran(- 
greſling it 3 But brought in under the Pro- 
phets, and obſerved by the more Reljgi- 
ous. And the Jews have reaſon, when 
they tell us, that, Nehemiuh was diſpenſed 
with, for drinking the wine of the Gentiles, 
becauſe he was Cup-bearer to the King. 
Whereby it appears, that S. Paxl leaves it 
to the Charity of every Chriſtian, to uſe 
his freedom ſo ſparingly, as not to offend 
a weak Chriſtian. But, under the Law, 
it becamea Ale, that all the ſtrong ſhould 
forbear that, which might poſtibly offend 
the weak. And therefore, -when the 
Apoſtles at Jeruſalem 1njoyn thoſe that 
were converted of Gentiles, to abſtain 
E 3 from 
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from meats ſacrificed to Idols 3 they do 


torbid them to eat ſuch meats, even mate- 
rially: And command them to make ;1qui- 
ry for conſcience ſake, as the Jews uſed to 
do, and as converted Gentiles did inthe 
Land of Promiſe. For the Ordinance 
of AFs XV. 23. addreſleth only to the 
 Churchesof Judea, and tothoſe, which 
Pauland Barnabas, being ſent from Antio- 
chza, had founded in Cilivie, and the parts 
adjacent, A&s XII. 2, 3, 14-- XIV. 26. 
XV. XVI.4. The reaſon of this diffe- 
rence 15 manifeſt, by the words of S. Pal, 
1 Cor. XII. 2. Te know ye were Gentiles, 
carried after theſe dumb Idols, as ye were 
Jl. Whereas Payl and Barnabas addre\- 
ſed firſt to the Jews, and founded Chur- 
ches of them, for the greateſt part. So 
that, the hopes of winning the Jews re- 
maining, the dzſþerſation was to take 
place. But the Church of Roxze conſiſted 
of Gentiles, as well as of Jews 3 whereas, 
in the Church of Cor:zzth, there 1s no ac- 
count at all had of the Jews. And there- 
fore, the forbearance required at Corinth 
isout of fear of 7dolatry ; at Rome, of Apo- 
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CHAP. XII. 
The preſent Caſe of this time ſtated. 


" JAving thus ſtated the Caſe, in which 
H S. Paul ordereth this forbearance, 
letus ſtate our Caſe, in which it is deman- 
ded, by conſequence. But that cannot 
be done , but out of the premiſes. We 
muſt ſuppoſe, the Church of Ezglard, a 
member of the whole Church, deſires to 
Reform it ſelf, becauſe the reſt of the 
Church will not joyn in the ſame work 3 
But defires to continue a member of the 
whole Church, and not to giveany cauſe 
of interrupting Unity, by improving 
Chriſtianity. I know, ſome of them that 
demand Toleration do not allow any ſuch 
thine, as a Church of England, when they 
are underſtood. For, how ſhould they 
owne any Right of Soveraign Powers, 
to give Law to the Church of their Do- 
minions, that alow them no Right, to 
puniſh the tranſgreſſion of ſuch Laws ? 
But the Cafe muſt be ſtated upon the 
' Termspropoſed, nevertheleſs, as to thoſe 
that acknowledge National Churches 3 
E 4 Except- 
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Excepting for thoſe that make this Plea, 
when we ſee time.” This only, I think, 
would be ſaid, that the Churchof England 
15not now to be Reformed 3 but, having 
been Reformed,' is now queſtioned, as if 
the Reformation of it were not yet per- 
fet 3 And therefore the boldneſs is ta- 
ken, by a private perſon of my condition, 
togive an Opinion, what is moſt wanting 
in the Reformation of it. Becaufe it 
cannot be ſaid, what is unduely demand- 
ed, until it may be ſaid, whatis due to be 
done. But it muſt be remembred ,. that 
the demand is made in behalf of thoſe, 
that had made a $Schiſze in the Church of 
England, by Ordaining or being Ordained 
Presbyters by Presbyters, without and- 
againſt the will of their Biſhops. -IJn be- 
half of thoſe it hath been demanded, that 
their Ordinations may ſtand valid .and 
good, and the perſons inabled, by the 
Law of the Land, to miniſter the Offices 
of their Orders, and tq be truſted. witl 
the Cure of Souls, by their Biſhops. And 
not only ſo, but it hath been further de- 
manded, that ſome of thoſe Laws, by 
which Religion 1sſetled in the Kingdom, 
be repealed, for their ſakes 3 That they 
may haveno pretenſe to ſcruple the Oleg 
| | + 
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of the Miniſtry. Not that it is now faid, 

as for this hundred years it hath been 
aid ) that the Laws which they would 
have repealed are againſt Gods Laws; 
And that therefore they - cannot yield 
. themobedience.. But that the 243niſters, 
or People that will follow them, have a 
doubt in Conſcience, which they cannot 
be. cleared of, that it is not Lawful for 
them to yield them obedience. 5. and that 
they cannot do it without ſinning, and 
incurring damnation, by doing againſt 
their Conſciences. And this is alſo the 
Caſe, in which, thoſe that acknowledge 
0 Church of England, no Right in Chri: 
ſtian Powers, to give Law'to the Church 
within their own Dominions, do demand 
- liberty to ſeparate from the Church, into 

their private Conventicles. Proteſting, 
that they cannot hold Communion with 
the: Church ſetled by the Laws of the 
Land ; No not though Reformed to the 
content of thoſe hitherto mentioned. 
Andpretending the ſame reaſon from S. 
Paul, that they ſhould incur fin and dam- 
nation, doing itin that doubt, which they 
cannot becleared of. | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIIL 
The Miſtake which cauſeth Weakneſs 


7 our Caſe. 


He Caſe thus ſtated, I muſt, in the 
| firſt place, aſk both Parties, whe- 
ther they do think in their Conſciences, 
that S. Pal had not ſhewed the Jews at 
Rome, that were become Chriſtians, ſuffi- 
cient reaſon, to clear them of the doubts 
they had, concerning their obligation to 
the Law of Moſes 3 that they were indeed 
free of it, and ought to be free of thoſe 
doubts. I ſuppoſe they will think it fit 
to ſay, that, though S. Paxl injoyn them 
to * pane one another, ſo long as they 
did not underſtand their freedom 3 yet, 
that they might underſtand it, and were 
bound to underſtand it. For. is there 
any man ſolittle a Chriſtian 3 now that 
the time of forbearance is paſt, that there 
is no more hope to gain the Jews, by 
compliance , without making our felves 
Jews 3 astomake a queſtion of offending 
a Jew, by not abating the Profeſſion of 
his Chriſtianity.-2 The conſequence 
whereof 


) 
; 
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whereof 1s all that F demand. TIF S. Paul 
would havethe Jews forborn, that the 
provocation, which they might meet 
with, might not move them to diſlike 
their Chriſtianity ; certainly he held them 
tobe under a light, which obliged them 
not to diſhke it. Otherwiſe he ſhould 
not have done the work which he pre- 


tends to.do by this Epiſtle 3 to ſhew the 


Eaw to be void, becauſe Salvation comes 
only by Faith. And certainly, there can 
benothing more opprobrious to-Chriſtia- 
nity , then that which is pleaded, for 
abatement in the preſent Laws; That the 
weak arenot under a light, inabling them 
toſee thoſe things to be lawfal, which 
indeed, and tothe ſtrong, may be lawful, 
and appear fach. For how. could this 
doubt be cleared, if a weak Conſcience 
ſhould be pretended, when the queſtion 
is, whether to tarn Chriſtian or not ? Is 
it poſſible, that there ſhould be ſuch 2 
doubt in that point, that a man, to whom 
the Reaſon why he ought to be a Chri- 
ſtian is ſ#ffeczertly propoſed, can be ſaidto 
be under a light, that Eonvinceth him 
not 2 Which if it be true, then is there 
nothing in Chriſtianity, which there is 
not a ſufficient light, to convitt that _ 
or, 
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of, to whoſe Office it belongs. Other- 
wiſe, it could not belong to his Office 3 
not being able to diſcern the 9bligation of 
it. It 1s therefore a horrible reproach 
to Chriſtianity, to ſay , that any doubting 
Conſcience is notunder alight, ſufficient to 
reſolve it. Scraples of Conſcience there 
may be, which may eternally have re- 
courſe; and that no diſparagement to the 


Faith 3 Becauſe the Faith provides a -Re- 


ſolutian , that they who have ſcruples in 
Conſcience, are bound in Conſcience to 
lay them aſide 3 Nay to act poſitively 
againſt them. But he that ſays, that, be- 
ing a Chriſtian, he is not under a: light 
ſufficient to clear him, in any doubt of 
Conſcience, ſays, that the Faith obligeth 
himto fin 3 Whereas it 1s not the Faith, 
but the want of it, which, obligeth not 
the erring Conſtience to fin, but intang- 
leth him fo, that he muſt fin, if the ob/zga- 
ti0n of aFing fall out before the errour be 
removed. Suppoſe the Jews convict by 
the Epiſtle tothe Romans, that Salvation 
comes only by Faith, and not by the Law 
alſo; And you ſuppoſe them under a 
Iight, that, neither the Law, nor any Or- 
dinance, then ſtanding by virtue of the 
Law, could oblige. But, ſuppoſe them 
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in love with themſelves, and with their 
Anceſtors, and to have ſuch an Opinion of 
Salvation 7ztailed upon them and their iſſue, 
by the Law, astothink, that they could 
* not have it by God that gave the Law, if 
the Gentiles might have it as well as 
themſelves 3 and they might ( very well, 
for conſequence of Reaſon, though very 
z1l, for their own account ) overlee the 
light they were under. Suppoſe we now, 
thoſe thatmake this Plea, not to believe 
one Catholick Church , and one Baptiſm ſor 
the remiſſion of ſins 5 But had rather grati- 
fie the Socinians, and deny that any Chri- 
{tian can be obliged, to any thing that ap- 
pears not to his ow# Reaſon, ont of Canoni- 
cal Scripture 5 Then imagine he ſhould 
gratifie the Papift, 1t he ſhould grant, that 
Catholick Communion always made the 
Catholick Church ; Suppoſe them not to 
believe, that the Faith which only ſaveth 
includeth Baptiſm in the Catholick 
Church 3 And that this Church 1s not 
Reformed, unleſs it be reſtored to the ſame 
form 3 I ſay ſuppoſing them poſleſt with 
ſuch prejudices as theſe, and marvel not, 
to ſee them eterally doubting, whether 
or no, it be lawful for them, to obey the 
Laws, which this Church and Kingdom is 
\able 
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able tomake. Nay, to ſee them break 
out into Sch;/pr, as all Parties now ſeem 
to do, rather then obey them, when 
they ſhall be .out of hope, to give their 
ownLaw to the Kingdom 5 Never fore- 
caſting, how it may appear to continue a 
Church , when they have given ſuch 
Laws to it. 


CHAP. XIV. 
That it #s not Forbearance to allow their 
orders. 


Suppoſe, they who make this Plea, 
will not grant, that they are inany er- 
rour ſo zear the Foundation, as theſe which 
I name. Nor dolthink, that thoſe Chri- 
ſtian Jews at Rozze, that doubted oftrant- 
grefling the Law, when they knew that 
Salvation comes only by Faith , did deny 
the Foundation of Faith. For, as long as 
they lived in the Church, they were in the 
way tolearn, andunderftand, how both 
were true. Neither will I ſay, that any 
of thoſe, who defire Forbcarance for the 
weak, are many errour deſtruftive tothe 
Foundation of Faith, and the hope of Sal- 
vation, 
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vation, till they break out into Conven- 
ticles. When thatis done, I am thence- 
forth bound to charge them with all the 
Error, which the 77#le of their $chiſiu can 
ſignifi. And therefore I charge them 
with prone » When they pretend to 
Forbearance becauſe they are weak, and 
yet break out into Conventicles. When 
they do ſo, then they can be counted 
no more the week among Chriſtians, then 
thoſe Jews which S. Pax! will have to be 
forborn, as the weak among Chriſtians 3 
ſuppoſing them to have renounced the 
Faith afterwards, rather then continue in 
the Church. - Andtherefore, the Plea of 
week Conſciences cannot be allowed 
thoſe that ingage in Conventicles. They 
have cut themſelves off from it, by lea- 
vingthe Church 3 Let them return, and 
then make the beſt of it. As to them, 
the Church 1s under a new Precept of 
S. Paxl., which ſays 3 A man that is an He- 
retzok,, after the firft and ſecond admoni- 
$301 avoid. Knowing that ſuch a one is out 
of the way, and ſinneth, being condemned 
by himeſelſ, Titus II. To, 11. Becauſe, 
ſaith S. Hierope, after S. Cyprian; Where- 
as Other finners are put out of the Church, 
by thoſe that manage the Keys of the 

Church 3 
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Church 3 Hereticks and Schiſinaticksput 
themſelves out of the Church: There- 
fore Tit#s 3 that is, all Tits his flock are 
to avoid them for Excommunicate per- 
ſons, who do Excommunicate themſelves. 
As for thoſe that continue in the Church ; 
though with a pretenſe of giving ſuch 
Laws to the Church, as no man | Hon 
how ſoon they may unchurch it 3. let | 
them make their beſt of it. 'But being . 
grounded, at leaſt upon a'pretenſe of 
weakneſs, there can be noqueſtion made, 
but ſome errour muſt be granted, for the 
ground of this weakneſs. Let themſelves, 
at their leiſure, aſlign what errour they 
will acknowledge, if they-like not that 
which I have aſſigned. Only let them 
ſhew the world ; that is, the Legiſlative 
Power of this Kingdom 3 what errour it 
1s, that they-have hitherto had; which be- 
ing avoided for the future, all thoſe diffi- 
culties will ceaſe, which, this Diſcourſe 
pretendeth, cannot be met with , but by 
bounding the Reformation within the 
Faith and the Laws of the Catholick 
Church. In'the mean time, let mego on 
to fhew, that thoſe who were Ordained 
mand forthe late Schiſm, ( compoſed by 
the Eaws, at-his Majeſties Return). by 
Preſby- 
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Preſbyters againſt their Biſhops, cannot 
claim by virtae of it, to be owned for 
Preſbyters 3 Or, 1n the terms of the An- 
cient Church, to be recezved in their own 
Orders. A thing which there can noque- 
ſtion be made 1n, by any body that under- 
ſtands, what the Church, or what a Schiſm 
ſignifies. And it is marvel, how, they 
that would be thought to allow Epiſco- 
pacy ſhould queſtion it. ' To acknow- 
ledge the Authority of giving Orders in the 
Biſhops, according tothe Laws, by which 
we both maintain this Church to be Re- 
formed 3 and yet toallow thoſe that are 
made Preſbyters by thoſe Biſhops, (not 
to Ordain others, but to Miniſter the 
Office of their Order, according to the 
Reformation ſetled inthis Church) I ſay, 
toallow them toOrdain others, to Mini- 
{ter their Office by other Laws, not only 
without, but againſt the conſent of the 
Biſhops, from whom they have their Or- 
ders, 15nothing elſe but to imagine , that 
God hath given Power to divide (that 1s, 
to deſtroy) his Church. For what is ſet- 
ting up Altar againſt Altar, but to Uſurp 
Power to Conſfecrate the Euchariſt, and. 
give the Communion of it, in deſpite of 
them, whomthey allow to have Power þ 
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do the ſame; becauſe they do it by Autho- 
rity received from themſelves ? Inall the 
'Recordsof the Church , there is but one 
Caſe expreſly remembred, in which it can . 
be ſaid tohavebeen done. That fell out 
in Zegpt,atthetime whenthe Church was. 
divided, between the Arians and the Ca- 
tholicks. But before that trouble, there 
was another diviſion on foot, about re- 
ceiving back intothe Church , thoſe that 
had fallen from the Faith, in the perſecu- 
tion of Diocletzan. For Meletins, Biſhop 
of Lycopolzs, had proceeded to Ordain 
Biſhops, inas many Cities as he could, in 
oppoſition to thoſe Biſhops, that ſtuck to 
theSee of Alexandria. Intheſe diſtracti- 
ons, Coluthas, one of the XII Presbyters of 
Alexandria, becamethe Head of a Party 
by himſelf; and to propagate his Party, 
took upon him to make Ordinations of 
Preſbyters, to Miniſter to thoſe of his 
Seft. Aerixs is the man, that maintained 
the Authority of Biſhops and Preſbyters 
tobe all one.. Yet do I not remember. 
that it is any where ſaid, that Aerizs took 
upon him to Ordazn Presbyters, being him- 
ſelf one. Much leſs, that he was able to 
hold upa Set, by ſuch Ordinations. Ax- 
dixs wasa Preſbyter, that became the Fa- 
ther 
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ther of one of thoſe Sets, that Fpiphaniws 
writes againſt. But Epiph4nius fon EX= 
prefly, that he had Biſhops that imbraced 

1s 9pzr70n , and propagated his Sect by 
Ordination. Tertull;an becatne the Fa- 
ther of a Sect, which continued at Car- 
thage, till S. Anſtines time 3 by whom 
they were reduced to the Church. And 
truly it 1s to be preſumed , that the Fa- 
ther of theSe& did propagate it, by Or- 
dinations made of hzs own Head. For what 
ſhould heſtick at, that takes uponhim to 
divide the Church, and to ſet up Altar 
againſt Altar 2 But I have not found it 
ſaid , that he did do it. Ner have [ 
found, that any Preſbyter did ever un- 
dertake to do it, but Coluthys. At the 
Council of Nzcea, to unite the Meletiens 
to the Church, the Biſhops Ordained by 
him were allowed to ſucceed, when the 
preſent Biſhops ſhould dye 3 yet o, as to 
be thenlawfully Ordained, though they 
had been Schiſmatically Ordained afore, 
But when the Colnthians pretended the 
. ſame priviledge, Athanalizs pleads for 
himſelf, that all Coluthas his Ordinations 
were made void. Which is thought to 
have been done, by that Synod at Alexar- 
aria, which Hoſizs was preſent at, with 
""S I Com- 
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Commiſſion from Confiantine. This 1s 
the only Example of Preſbyters Ordained 
by a Preſbyter , without and againſt his 
Biſhop. All the reſt are meer conjectures, 
which cannot ſtand, unleſs we ſuppoſe, 
the Canons of the Church were not obſer- 
ved, becauſe it is not recorded how 
they were obſerved. Whereas all rea- 
ſon requiresus to {uppoſe, that they were 
obſerved, becauſe they might be obſer- 
ved ; and becauſe there followed no diſ- 
ſenſion, upon their not being obſerved. 
Such Ordinations then, being meer zull:- 
ties, as preſumed to be done by them, 
that never received Authority from the 
Church to Ordain ; do further induce 
Trreeularity, by the Canons of the Church. 
And whocan deny, that all reaſon and 
Conſcience requires it 2 For, who can 
believe his Creed, profeſling one Catho- 
Iick Church , and not think the Church 
more diſobliged by $chiſzz, then by any 
other Crime, that rendersa man »xcapable 
to be promoted to Orders ? Certainly, 
1f Rebellion be the Crime, that is hardeſt 
to be reconciled to Civil truſt, then ts 
Schiſm hardeſt to be reconciled to truſt 
in the Church. Nevertheleſs, becauſe 
Unity is to be preferred before Diſci- 
pline 3 
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pline 3 and becauſe experience ſhews, 
that, when men are taken off from an in- 
gagement in diviſion, they prove the 
more truſty, the more weary they were 
of their ingagement 3 it hath been often 
practiſed by the Church, to receive , not 
only $chiſmaticks, but even Hereticks al- 
ſo, (Thatis, ſuchas had received Orders 
of thoſe, that parted from the Church, 
upon an errour in Faith) zz their re- 
ſpective Orders. But always upon con- 
dition of renouncing the cauſe of their 
diviſion 3 Whereupon they were to re- 
ceive the Bleſſing of the Church , by Prayer 
with TImpoſition of Hands. The reaſon 
was, becauſe neither 1s Baptiſm in Schiſm 
effectual to Salvation, nor Ordination in 
Schiſm effeCtual to Grace, by the Miniſtry 
of any Office in Schiſm. But, being re- 
nounced, there remains no Cauſe, why 
their Miniſtry ſhould not be effectual to 
their people; Their Baptiſm and their Mi- 
niſtry to their own Salvation 3 ſuppoſing 
it ſincerely renounced. Therefore the 
Reaſon, why they who are Ordained by 
Preſbyters cannot be received in their 
reſpective Orders, 1s peremptory 3 Be- 
cauſe, the $chiſzz, conliſting in Ordain- 
ing againſt Authority, cannot be renoun- 

F 3 ced, 
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ced, unleſs the Ordination be voided. 

For, ſolong as the X4iniſtry may be uſurp- 

ed, nporn ſuch Ordination, 1o long 1s the 

Schilſm on foot. I do very well know, 

that the Ordinations of Arians were al- 

lowed by S. 4thanaſins, in a Synod at 

Alexandria 5 who had made the Ordina- 

tion of Tſchyras by Coluthys void. And I 

remember the high acclamation, which 

S. Hierom applauds his Act with 3 That 

thereby, the world was ſnatched out of $a- 

tans jaws. But I read, that the Tertulli- 

niaſts were received into the Church ; not 

that they were received in their Orders, 

T find difficulty made by Forreign Chur- 

ches, of receiving the Donatifls in their 

Orders 5 Notwithſtanding the complaints 

of the African Bifhops , that, without 
them, they had not Clergy enough to 
ſerve the Church. Hereby it 1s to be 
judged , how ſevere this Church was, 
with them that had received Ordination 
by Preſbyters. The Canonof the whole 
Church makes all Irregzlar 3 Ordainers 

and Ordained. Becauſe they had con- 

curred to bring back his Majelty 3 
C Which was'the reſtoring of the Laws, 
and ſo of the Church ) the forfeiture was 
wholly paſſed by, and nothing m_—_— 
of 


which « due Reformation requires, 71 


of Ordainers, more then of the Clergy 3 
Which is an utter 06/zvi0z of the attempt 
made.by thoſe Ordinations. And is not 
that a vety great degree of Forbearance 
in our Caſe ? $S.Pax/, when he injoyns 
Forbearance, doth he injoyn , that thoſe 
whodid not underſtand, how tnen were 
ſaved by Faith alone, that were ſaved 
under the Law , ſhould be promoted to 
Orders, ndifferettly with thoſe that did 
profels it > That were indeed ſomething 
like that which hath been demanded, that 
Weakneſs ſhonld intitle to the Clergy 3 
which orderly ſuppoſes ſtrength. But 
does he injoyn farther, that they ſhould 
Miniſter without Orders 2 That, conti- 
zuing Lay-men, they ſhould commit the 
Sacrilege of Uſurping to Celebrate the 
Euchariſt ? That, if their Ordinationbe 
void, by the Law of the Land , there 
ſhould be anew Law made, to make their 
Ordination good and valid, ' which was 
void when it. was made 2? Then muſt he 
injoyn, that it be lawful for every Lay- 
man to celebrate the Euchariſt 3 Foraſ- 
much as every Lay-man hath as much to 
do, to celebrate the Euchariſt, as he 
whoſe Ordination is void. Surely S. Pax, 
that commands Chriſtians to be without 
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offenſe to the Jews and Gentiles, as well as 
to the Church, commands them alſo to be 
without offenſe to Papiſts. And will not 
wehave thoſe, that would be inabled to 
conſecrate the Euchariſt, by ſuch a Law, 
to ſhew us how toſatisfiethe Papiſts, that 
ſuch Orders are F a ? At leaſt thoſe, 
that by their ſufferings have preſerved 
Ordination by Biſhops :3 Let them at leaſt 
beſatisfied of the Validity: of Ordination 
without Biſhops. At leaſt, let no man 
impoſe upon them, that they cannot.yield 
the Forbearance , which S. Paul requires 
for tender Conſciences, unleſs they re- 
ceive the Sacrament conſecrated by Lay- 
men 5 Thatis, by thoſe, whoſe Ordina- 
tionthey believe to be utterly void. 


CHAP. XV. 


| That the Orders of the Reformed Churches 
are not void, becauſe theſe are. 


K TOwl amto look an Objettion in the 
N face, which, at a diſtance ſeems to 
admit of no Anſwer 3 but, if it bea little 
conſidered, will appear, to have neither 
Reaſonnor Religion at the bottom of it. 


It 
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It 1s ſaid, that hereby, we ſhallmake void 
the Ordinations of the Reformed Chur- 
chesof Frarce, andothers Reformed ac- 
cording to Calviz ; Andſo, make them 
no Churches. Here we agree, that it 
was neceſlary-for the French, as well as 
for our ſelves, to Reform themſelves 
'Fhat it was neceflary for all to Reform 
themſelves, untothe Form of the Primi- 
tive Catholick Church, I ſay not we do 
agree 3 I ſay, that, till we do agree, there 
remains no hope of Unity , becauſe no 


Rule for Reformation, in the Church. 


But to the Objection 3 Who hath the 
Conſcience to think, or the Face'to fay, 
that, if Ordinations made by Preſbyters 
againſt their Biſhops be void 3 Then, 
Crdinations made by Preſbyters, where 


they could nct be had by Biſhops , are 
void ? For, that is the difſerence of the 


Caſes. It is manifeſt , that the Biſhops of 
this Church, when they Ordain Preſby- 
ters, Ordain them to Miniſter their Of- 
fice,according tothe Laws; That 1s,under 
their Biſhops. And can any man imagine, 
that hereby , they give them Power to 
Ordain others to Miniſter their Office, 


by what Laws they pleaſe themſelves? 


And, had the French demanded of their 
| Pilbops, 
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Biſhops, to Ordain them Preſbyters, that 
ſhould Miniſter their Office, according to 
the Reformation, does any man think 
they would have done it ? So, the zeceſ+ 
ftyof Reforming , which we all agree inz 
made the Ordinations of the Reformed 


Churches 3 The Pride and Preſumption, 


which cauſeth all Hereſite and Schiſm , 
uſurping Authority never received, made 
the Ordinations of our Preſbyters.' And 
ſhall they be as valid as thoſe ? All that 
can be queſtioned 1s, how 1t may appear, 
that it was not of choice, but of neceſlity, 
that they imbraced that way , of ſetling 
and propagating ' their Reformation , 
which they imbraced. And for that, we 
have ſufficient Preſamption, from the Alb:- 
genſes Who ſecretly Reforming them- 
ſelves, under the See of Rome, did cer- 
tainly do it, by the Authority of Biſhops, 
who propagated their Order by Ordina- 
tions. Thismay be provedby other te- 
ſtimonies, if need'be ; But it 15 ſuffictent, 
that the Caſe of the Bohemians 1s fo well 
known. They, having reſolved, exactly 
to Reform themſelves 3 and having cho- 
ſenthe Perſons, whom they would have 
for their B:ſhops 3 were at a ſtand, how to 
compals their ſucceſſion from the _ 

les, 
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ſtles, by having them Ordained by Bi- 
ſhops. In this o»plzs, they underſtoad, 
that there were in Auſtria, of the Albz- 
genſes, that kept ſegret. Communion a- 
mong themſelves, under their Biſhops 3 
notwithitanding that publickly. to avoid 
the Laws, they went to Maſs. To them 
they ſent their Biſhops elect, proteſting 
againſt their difſembling 3 but deſiring 
Ordination for their Biſhops, which thus 
were propagated. And this may well 
ſeem to be theReaſon, why, they that 
Reformed in the Empire, according to 
Luther, (inthe name of whom Aelan@hon 
hath offered, to be ſubject totheir own 
Biſhops, admitting the Reformation ) ſet 
up ſuch a Form of Epiſcopacy , as they 
could, of themſelves. For, they had 
cauſe to think , that the Bohemians had 
not advantaged themſelves enough, by 
that Ordination , which they had been 
able to procure. For, it is to be noted, 
that they,the Bohemians, had ſentall over 
the World, tolearn, how toget ſuch Or- 
dination, as might authorize their Mini- 
ſtry, according to the Reformation which 
they pretended. And arenot we, here- 
upon, topreſume, that the French, by 
theſe degrees, finding a neceſlity of balk- 

ing 
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ing the Authority of the Epiſcopacy , 
which they were under, did think them- 
ſelves, thereupon, free, to caſt themſelves 
into that Form, which they uſe ? For, if 
it be ſaid 3 That, by this time, they had 
profited beyond their Predeceſfors, in 
difcovering the Whore, of Babyloz 3 that 
they found Epiſcopacy to be the Body of 
Antichriſt, and therefore renounced it 3 
It will appear, by many Reaſons, that this 
cannot ſerve the turn. Firſt, how can 

the: common ſenſe of men endure to be- 

lieve, that the Pope is Antichriſt, by rea- 

ſon'of that Greatneſs, which, it 1s certain 

and evident, that he hath attained , by 
Ufurping the Rights of his inferiour Bi- 
(Fops 2 Andyet, thoſe inferiour Biſhops 
be the Body of Antichriſt ; by ſuffering 

thoſe Uſurpations , which they cannot- 
help ? Secondly, it 1s manifeſt, that they 

who ſhould hold this Plea could not pre- 

tend, by virtue of their Orders, received 

from the Biſhops of this Church, toOr- 
dain Preſbyters 3 Unleſs they would ſay, 
that they may have their Authority from 
Antichriſt, ThisPlea, therefore, muſt 
remain for the Tzdependents ; to autho- 
rize them, ( that think themſelves in the 


State of Grace, before they are members 
of 
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of the Chutch ) to make their Congrega- 
tions Churches , and Uſurp the Authority 
of Apoſites, in Ordaining their own Mim- 
ſters.; Laſtly, it appeareth ſufficiently, 
that yery many learned and religious per- 
ſons, of thoſe Churches, have not only 
approved the Epiſcopacy here ſetled 3 
But have wiſhed the benefit of it , to 
themſelves. Whereby it is manifeſt, 
that thoſe Churches cannot owne this 
Reaſon 3; when another. ſo far from it, 1s 
owned by their principal Members. I 
have another Reaſon to alledge, which 
weighs as much with meas all theſe; And, 
that 1s, the Communion, which hath al- 
ways been uſed, between this Church, 
and the Reformed Churches. For, 
ſhould they hold Communion with us, and 
yet think our Ordinations axthorized by 
Antichriſt, how could they expect to be 
believed, ſo groſly contradicting them- 
ſelves? And therefore, though I muſt not 
take upon me, either to jxſzzfie, or to con- 
demn their Ordinations 3 Averring on 
one fide, that they are not according to 
Rule 3 Seeing onthe other (ide, thatthey 
are owned by my Superiors ; yet I 
muſt acknowledge, that there are very 
great Reaſons to hope, and to ren 
that - 
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that God accepteth of their Ordinations, 
though not made according to Rule; In 
con(ideration of the neceſffity that drove 
them to it, and of the Reformation, 
which they were uſed to propagate. 
Whereas, thoſe that Vſarp the Power of 
the Keys, and the Conſecrating of the Encha- 
riſt, by virtue of Ordinations made in 
deſpite of thoſe Biſhops , from whom 
they have all the Authority , which they 
can challenge by their Orders 3 what pre- 
tenſe is there to imagine, that there can 
be any (auch Crizze as $chiſze, if this benot 
it 2 That God ſhould bleſs that , which 
1s done by ſuch groſs Uſarpation, as this 
is? And when all this 1s ſaid, it remains 
freeformeto ſay, That theres no other 
way to reſtore,- and to preſerve Unity 
within the Reformation, but by eſtabliſhing 
and maintaining Epiſcopacy, in that Au- 
thority , which it hath always had , for 
the determining of differences 3 Nor 
maintain that Authority, but by confining 
it, within the Bounds, which the Faith 
and the Laws of the whole Church do 
Itmit. As for the Fanaticks, which make 
our Orders yoid, becaule the Pope is An- 
tichriſt , and the Maſs Idolatry , whence 
our Biſhops received, and wherethey ex- 
erciſed 
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erciſed their Orders ; I will only confi- 
der the Caſe of the Dozratiſts, forejudged 
by the whole Church. They pleaded , in 

oint of fact, that Cecil;:anxs wasOrdained 
by Apoſtates. A thing which the Church 
was ſo clear in, that the African Biſhops 
offered to give up their Sees, if it were 
proved. But beſides, 7: poirt of Right, 
hadit been proved, and Ceciliauxs owned 
by the Church, becauſe it did not appear, 
or becauſe they thought the Canons 
ought to be diſpenſed with, for Unities 
ſake; thoſe that Qrdained Cec:il:arxs ha- 
ving repented of their Apoſtacy 3 ſhall 
we1magine, that the Church was loſt, by 
owning thoſe that had beer Apoſtates, and 
their Ordinations ? The Donatiſts are 
branded for Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
maintaining all the Laws of the Church, 
but that of Unity. And ſhall Lay-Chri- 
ſtians, preſuming to authorize Lay-Chri- 

zans , to confecrate the Euchariſt, and 
fet up Churches, be eſteemed leſs then 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks > Let thoſe 
that pretend to nity find that Forbear- 
ance, which a favourable conſtruction of 
their actions ſignifies. But Charity to 
theſound obligeth, to take the profeſſion 


of Schiſmaticks 1m the worlſt ſenſe, which 
if 
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if we do, the making of Independent 
Congregations Churches will be-the de- 
2ying of One Catholick, Church 3 and the 
making of them Hereticks that do it. 


CHAP. NXVL 


That changing the Laws for the Weak js 
| ot Forbearance. 


Ut if it be a thing abſurd in common 
ſenſe, to allow them their Orders, 
much more abſurd will it be, to change 
the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the Land for 
their ſakes 3 Whichi1s nothing elſe , but 
to purchaſe their Miniſtry, at the price of 
our. Religion 3. which the Ecclefiaſtical 
Laws contain. Here, we muſt diſtinguiſh 
twoqueſtions 3 For it may be lawful for 
Chriſtian people, to live by thoſe Laws, 
whichit was not lawful for Supertors, in 
Church and State, to make. A thing evi- 
dent to all that believe. that it was poſli- 
ble for our Anceſtors, before the Refor- 
mation, tobe ſaved, under the abuſes of 
the Church of Rozz2. But our queſtion 
13, whether or no, the Laws of Superiors 
injoyn that, 'which Gods Law forbids 
Inferiors 
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Inferiors to do. Otherwiſe, it is pernt- 
cious to all Government, that Interiors 
ſhould take upon them , to judge the. 
Acts of Superiors. But if the matter of 
the Law be within the Power that makes 
it, to require an Exception for texder Com- 


ſtiences 1s to ſay, that there is no Power i 


the World to give anyLaw to thoſe tender 
Confciences. Wasthere ever any Here- 
fie, any Schiſm, any Religion pretending 
Chriſtianity , that did not alledge Scri- 
pture for themſelves 2 Did ever any man 


. alledge it, that would not be thought, to 


be touched at the heart with it 2 What is 
there for a Chriſtian to doubt at, where 

the. Exception of tender Conſtiences lyes 
not 2 Or how ſhall we, that agree againſt 
the See of Rome, but agree not in the 
terms and grounds of Reformation, be 
tryed, inthe ſenſe of the Scripture ? Can 

any man imagine, that S. Pax intended to 
deſtroy his own Authority , of giving 

Law to the Church, which he exerciſed, 
when he ordered the Jews and Gentiles 

at Roze, to forbear one another ? Qr 1s 
this Authority dead with the Apoſtles ?. 
What Church then can there be alive, if 
there be no' Authority deriyed from the 
Apoltles, to give Law to it ? But the Au- 

| thority 
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thority is not queſtioned, ſoit provide for 
weak, Conſciences. Epiſcopacy will be 
owned, if the Secular Power will force 
it, to take them for their Preſbyters, 
whoſe Miniſtry they cannot give account 
to God of; Being both authorized and 
exerciſed by Laws made, without and 
againſt their Authority. This, no Chri- 
ſtanity-can juſtifie, Chriſtianity main- 
tains the Eſtates of the World, in all the 
Right they had, when they became Chri- 
ſtians 3 And cannot -aſtifie it ſelf to the 
World otherwiſe. How ſhould the 
World receiveit upon other terms ? But 
if the World ſtand upon the ſame terms, 
having received Chriſtianity , as afore 3 
then muſt Chriſtianity , and the Church, 
continue in the_ ſame Rights, which it 
had before the World received it. No 
exception to be allowed, but as afore 3 
IF it appear, that the Faith and Laws of 
the Primitive Church be decayed. Not 
if 1t ſeem to private Spirits, that the Scri- 
pture 15 not fulfilled. In the mean time, 1s 
It for the honour of the Religion we pro- 
teſs, that Weakneſs, ( which at the belt is 
negative ignorance, in truth, perhaps, wzl- 
ful ignorance ) thould give Law to it ? Is 
it reaſon, that they, who have failed to 
| deſtroy 
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deſtroy both Church and Kingdom, 


'* ſhould giveLaw to both ? As if a Child 


{ſhould govern the Houſe, becauſe he will 
be framfold, and difſquieted, otherwiſe. 
Surely it is that, which the Emperor ſaid 
to his Niece 3 Put-z5 tibz znjuriam fieri nit 
impergs ? But is that the way to have 
Peace in Religion 2 When Inferiors ſhall 
be made to tread upon the necks of their 
Superiors, they will be ſo modeſt for the 
future, ;as to ſtay there. They will be 
content, to have their Dofctrine regulated 
by them, as the Law of the Kingdom re- 
quires. Or, they will think fit , that the 
Biſhops be content with thetr Revenues, 
and leave them to Preach what thcy pleaſe. 
Surely, they that can carry the diſpute of 
a hundred years ; wherein the Biſhops 
had ſo viſibly the better, that Club-law 
was found requiſite to get the advantage 3 
will not lay down the Cudgels here. So, 
they that agree, in conforming to the 
Laws, differing every day, inthat which 
the Law determines not, the Recnſurts on 
both ſides may make hay in the heat of 
our Contentions 3 and profit more by 
ſuch a Law, then by the War which de- - 
ſtroyed this Church. But eſpecially the 
Atheiſts, who have profited fo well under 
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theſe Contentions, as to make that viſi- 
ble, which was but foreſeen under the 
Uſurper 3 That no Religion would in 
time ſtand tobethe Religion of the King- 
dom 3 They, having the Priviledge of 
the Laws, andnot liable to any Infamy , 
when the differences maintained make 
Religion contemptible, ſhall have cauſe 
to thank all that ſhall have done their 
work, by ſolliciting ſuch Laws. 


CHAP. XVIL. 
of the Opinion of Regeneration by Baptiſ#h 


Ne point I muſt not paſs over in fi- 
lence, which hath been named for 

a point to be changed ; That all paſlages, 
ſeeming to determine the Opinion of Ba- 
ptiſmal Regeneration, bealtered inthe Li- 
turgy and Rubricksof it. For, this point 
1s an inſtance, how eaſily, the ſubſtance of 
Faith , neceſſary to Salvation , may be 
queſtioned, or abated, or renounced, by 
a Clauſe of ſuch an Act. I, grant it 1s 
clearly S. Pauls Opinion, S. Peters Opinioz, 
our Lord Chriſts Opinion, the Opinion of 
Gods whole Church. Be itthe Opinion of 

| thoſe, 
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thoſe, whoſe Opinion 1s our Faith. 
But he that would have it no more then 
Opinion, muſt teachus a new Faith. No 
Remiſſion of Sins but by Baptiſm 3 En- 
tring us into the Coverazt of Grace, which 
the Vow of Baptiſm inacteth. Entring 
us into the Church, into which the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm introduceth. Abate the 
Covenant, which the Sacrament of Ba- 
ptiſm inacteth , and how ſhall a Chriſtian 
be regenerate ? Abate the mention of it 
in the Service, and where will be the 
Faith, which. this Church , with the 
Whole Church, hitherto profelteth 2? 
Shew me any Chriitian, that ever que- 
ſtioned it, till it was queſtioned, what 
was tobe Reformed in the Church, and 
let it be abated, Could Pelagizs have 
queſtioned it, his Hereſie had not fo eaft- 
ly been quelled. He that travelled all 
the Church , from Britain to Jeruſalem , 
had he found any Church, any received Do- 
Gor of any Church, that durſt maintain 
Salvation due by the Covenant of Grace, 
to any man that dyes unbaptized, he had 
made the Church more work then he did. 
No Baptiſm,no Original fin 3 no Cure for 
Original ſin but Baptiſm 3 no Salvation 
without the Cure. They that think to 
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confute Anabapriſts, abating this point of 
Faith, no marvel if they make Anaba- 
- ptiſts;3 when they make men think , that 
the Church hath no better Reaſon to con- 
fute them with, then they will uſe. Same 
perhaps, that are not- ſo well taught as 
they ſhould be, may think it unagreeable 
with Chriſtianity, that Salvation ſhould 
depend upon a Bodzly af, as the waſhing 
of Baptiſm 3 and that zz the Power, not of - 
him thatis Baptized, but of the Church, or 
of him that is to miniſter 1n behalf of the 
Church. But S. Peter hath anſwered this 
Objection, by diſtinguiſhing two things 
11 Baptiſm, 1 Pet. III. 21. the ene, the 
waſhing of the Body, which ſavesnot; The 
other , the Anſwer that 15 made out of a 
goed Conſcience, tothe Examination ten- 
dered him that 1s Baptized 3 whether he 
will undertake Chriſtianity or not 3 And 
this ſaves, if S. Peter lay true. And what 
account can qny Chriſtian give himſelf, 
to groundthe hope of his Salvation upon, 
but !1.3 Chriſtianity 3 which the Goſpel 
tendreth, which Baytiſm inacteth 2 Or 
what can be. nece{tary to Salvation, if 
the ground of the hope thereof be not ? 
This 1s that one Fround , which over- 
throweth both thole Hereties, in which, 
"4 I ſaid, 
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Tfaid, all the erroneous Dottrines, of that 
Confuſion which we have ſeen, do re- 
ſolve. The Profeliion, which we make 
at: our Baptiſm, 1s the Condition on our 
part, upon which, the Promiſe of the Co- 
venant of Grace becomes due on Gods 
part. The Profeſſion ſo made,. nothing 


. can defeat the hope of a Chriſtian , but 


the tranſgreſiing of it 3 Being trantgre(- 
ſed, nothing can repair this hope, but the 
reſtoring of it. All Arts to diſguiſe this 
Faith, all over the Scripture, ſignifie no- 
thing, but the hope of Salvation, without 
living the life of Chriſtians. IT will hope, 
whatſoever Faxaticks or Atheiſts would 
have, that there was never any intent to 
demand, ſo great ar Apoſtaſie from the 
Faith to be inated, by a Law of the King- 
dom. TI will hope much more, that, had 
it been demanded, it would have been 
rejected, with that indignation, which fo 
great Apoſtaſie deſerveth. But I am 
lad, and give God hearty thanks, that [ 
Toe livedto the day, when I may and do 
teſtifie to my Country, and tothe Church 
of Godin it, thathe who ſhould demand 
of them, to renounce this point, muſt de- 
mand of them to unchurch themſelves, 
and to be. for the future, that which the 
G 4 | See 
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See of Rome would have us to be. 


| CEE 


Conference for Satisfa@ion is Forbearance. 


Ut is there then no effect of S. Pauls 
Precept, inour Caſe? Can we break 

the Unity of the Church , without break- 
ing the Charity of Chriſtians > Or can 
particular Chriſtians be tyed to forbear one 
another,and Chriſtian Powers not be tied, 
to cauſe both to do the ſame ? Here 1s 
indeed the Hinge , upon which the truth 
turns 5 and reſolves all queſtions, and 
clears all difficulties, which muſt and will 
intangle the World in confuſion, upon the 
account of Chriſtianity, till it be owned. 
Chriſtian Powers may conſtrain their 
Subjetts, that profeſs Chriſtianity , to be 
Chriftians 3 and puniſh them if they be 
not. But they muſt protect them for their 
Subjects, though they be not. The rea- 
 ſonof thishathnot been declared, by the 
Reformation 3 though they have juſt 
cauſetocomplain, and do, as they have 
cauſe, complain of the See of Rome , for 
authorizing capital Penalties upon _ 

| ticks, 
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ticks. Under that name they comprize 
alſo $chiſmaticks 3 And Schiſmaticks, in 

their language, ( as alſo im the langu 
of all that elaim the Authority of nw 
Church) fignifies all that maintain Com- 
munion apart 3 though the Cauſe 2ake the 
Crime before God. But if S. Pay! have 
Reaſon, when he commands every Chri- 
ſtian to continue in the Eſtate in which be 
was called to be a Chriſtian, then can no 
mans Life or Eſtate become forfeit , for 
not being a Chriſtian 3 And much leſs, 
for not being Orthodox, but an Heretich. 
If the Life or Eſtates of Subje&s ſhould 
Eſchete to the Soveraign, for not being 
Chriſtians, that zexxporal Dominion of So- 
veraigns muſt be founded upon the Grace 
they have to be Chriſtians. All fuch 
Right S. Paxl diſclaims, and diſcharges. 
But ſhall Soveraign Power, that is Chri- 
{tian, be therefore diſabled, to give Law 
to Subjects profeſſing Chriſtianity ? That 
1s our Caſe 3 the whole Kingdom pro- 
felling Chriſtianity , though the hole 
cannot ſo properly be ſaid to profeſs the 
Reformation. For , the Reformation 
ſetled by Law, we ſee, is refuſed, aswell 
by thoſe that ſeparate from it, for aRe- 
formation of their own , as by _—_ that 
adhere 
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adhere to the See of Roe. Shall the 


Soveraign then loſe the Right , that all 
Chriſtian Soveraigns have, of giving Law 
totheir Subjects, in point of Religion, 
becauſe he is a Chriſtian 2 Or ſhall the 
Subject, by being a Chriſtian, ſtand obli- 
| ged to the Laws of his Soveraign, com- 
manding him to ſtand to the Chriſtianity 
which he profeſſeth ? Suppoſe the Chri- 
ſtianity commanded tq be Y:ſble, before 
Chriſtian Powers command it , and you 
inable their Laws to oblige their Sub- 
jets. Not ſuppoſing it, you cannot ſay, 
how the Laws of Soveraign Powers 
ſhould oblige Chriſtian Subjects 3 ſeeing 
the Papacy, as well as the Reformation, 
maintained by Chriſtian Soveraigns. 
For, by the ſame Reaſon, for which, the 
Subjects of thoſe Powers that maintain 
the Reformation are tied to their Laws ; 
by theſame Reaſon, ſhould the Subjects 
of thoſe that maintain the Papacy be ob- 

liged to obey the Laws, by which they 

maintain it. There can be no Reaſon 

for adifierence, if that which they main- 

tain be not Yi/ble , before the Law main- 

tain it. I ſuppoſe it will not be thought 

a good Plea, at the day of Judgment, for 

a Subje& to ſay 3 that he was either Pro- 
teſtant 


- 
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feſtant or Papiſt, becauſe his Sovera 
- ſo. Tg Chriſtianity can be Viſt 
ble, by no other means, but, becauſe it is 
the Viſible Profeſſion of the Viſible 
Church. If it becowe Imviſible , by. diffe- 
rences betwixt Parties, it muſtbe in So- 
veraign Powers, to bring the Parties to 
tryal ; Provided, that there be notryal, 
but by the Viſible Church. This is the 
Forbearance that may be extended by Pa- 
ftors, and may be required by the Sove- 
raign, inour Caſe. For, the preſent dif- 
ſenſion ſhews, that the Reformation was 
well begun , indeed, but not perfected. 
Does not the World know. that there was 
an AQ in force, for nominating Commil- 
ſaries, to Reform the Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
of the Kingdom ? I am not to fay , why 
this A& took no effeft. I think I have 
ſaid it, when I have obſerved the riſe of 
the Puritan Party, and the ſeeds of the 
late War , ſowed in the beginning of Re- 
caſancy. But I am to ſay ; it could not 
have taken good effect, without taking 
inthe Principle which I maintain. What 
could be more juſt, and diſcreet, thento 
appoint Commiſfaries, in equal num- 
ber, of B:ſhops, Divines, Civil and Com- 
#0#u Lawyers ? But what could have had 
force, 
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force, but that which had been done, to 
reſtore and maintain the Faith, and Laws 
of the Primitive Church ? There are ve- 


a) 


ry = Reaſons, why, thoſe that deſire. 
ro 


erve the Church ſhould be ſatisfied, in 
all that this Exceptioz will allow. There 
can be noReaſon , why more ſhould be 
allowed. To bring them into diſpute 
with their Paſtors, is to put the Authority 
of the Church to compromiſe. To com- 
promiſe any Law of the Kingdom; to dil- 
pute of Divines, upon this Principle , is 
no more, then to oblige, either Popiſh or 
Fanatick Recuſants, either to ſtand to the 
Reſult, or to ſuffer Penalties competent to 
their diſobedience 3 andthe hazard which 
the Prblick Peace runneth, when the Peace 
of Religion is diſturbed. If that which 
hath been pretended be all that is intend- 
ed ; That ſome ſmall things are ſcrupled 
Let the Legiſlative Power be ſatisfied , 
that the preſervation of Religion, and of 
the Authority of the Church 3 in which 
the preſervation of Religion confiſteth 3 
ts only ſought. The Intereſt of the Par- 
ries, to give and to receive mutual fatis- 
faction, 1s ſo great, that if there can be 
ever hope of Peace, by diſpute, this is the 


time, and ours the Caſe, wherein to hape 
for it. CHAP. 


UMI 


which a due Reformation requires. 93 


LD  — 


CHAP. XIX. 
Probability of recovering the Presbyterians. 


"Or, I cannot haveſo hard anopinion- 

{ * of men, whoſe zeal, for the advance- 
ment of Diſcipline in the Church, I have 
always eſteemed 3 as to think them re- 
ſolved," toruine the Common Chriſtianity, 
without hope of doing their own buli- 
neſs 3 ſeeing this to be the unavoidable 
conſequence, of holding up the ditie- 
rence on foot; rather then taking up , 
with ſo much of their own Pretenſions, 
as the State of the Catholick Church will 
allow. Let them confider, in the firſt 
place, the Recuſancy of the Fanaticks as 
well as thoſe of the Church of Roe 3 
What hope their Principles can give 
them, either to maketheir Recuſancy pu- 
niſhable by the Law of the Land, or to 
reduce them, by convitting them of that 
ſenſe of the Scripture , which they only 
allow themſelves to convict them with 2 
[ ſet aſide, for the preſent, thoſe Prophe- 
fjies of Daniel and the Revelation , by 
which, they pretend the Popeto be Anti- 
chriſt, 
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chriſt, and the Papiſts Idolaters. For, [I 
muſt argue in due place, that the Recu- 
ſancy of the Papiſt cannot be puniſhable 
by Law, npon this Account. But how 
will they, either reduce the Recyſancy 
of the Papif » by thoſe puniſhments, 
which the Recuſancy of the Fanaticks 
muſt ſuffer 3 or give the Kingdom, God, 
and the World, a Reaſon for the why not 2 
which the beſt of themis here challenged 
to undertake. Then, let them confidet 
the wantonneſs of theſe times, and the wits 
of them, thatthink it good ſport, to call 
in queſtion the foundation of Chriſtiani- 
ty, upon the belief of Original {in, by in- 
troducing the preexiſtence of Souls; That 
think it but ſport , to make ready their 
ſtudies in+ Divinity , for the Pulpit, by 
——_— his Works 3 denying Original 
ſinboth name and thing, and making zhe 
Faith of the Holy Trinity unneceſſary to 
Salvation. Or rather by the Works of 
the Socinians, collected and united toge- 
ther in Holland., on purpoſe to prepare 

us, for the ſame Apoſtafte to Socinianiſm, 

which they are in ſo much danger of 
there. Let them conſider, what hope 

they have, to wake the Univerſities good 

Presbyteriains , that have ſowed the ſeeds 


of 


\ 
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of this danger in them , by the diſſatisfa- 
Qion they had of their Doctrine, when 
they were in Poſſeſſion there. 'Then let 
them tell me, what we ſhall ſay to the 
Papiſts, to perſwade them, to come to 
Church 3 when as they ſhall ſay, that they 
cannot be ſecured, that their Curate is 0 
Socinian, or Origeniſt. For, the Armi- 
nian Congregations 1n Holland having ad- 
mitted the Socinians into their Cammu- 
nion 3 and the Canon of the Church ma- 
king all Secizzars, in the eye of the 
Church, that Communicate with Socini- 
ans 3 how ſhall they be ſecured againſt 
thoſe, that taketheir DoGrine from the 
Socinians 3 Or from them, who commu- 
nicate with Socimians ? Beſides, let them 
but remember the time, when they had 
the Ball at their Foot 3 an Ordinance of 
Parliament for* ſetting up their Preſbyte- 
ries 3 And how much they gained upon 
the People, (whom they -4, diſordered 
out of all Eccleſiaſtical Government) 
when they came tobe at what they would 
be at. I think they will be at fo great 
deſpair, of reducing the World to their 
intent, (havingnothing in the Law of the 
Land to favour it ) that they will think, 
that they have caule to thank God, of a 

good 
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good opportunity, to bring them off from 
an ingagement, 1n which they are like to 

in fo little, by hazarding the common 

riſtianity. As for the Clergy of this 
Church , I ſuppoſe there is none of them 
ſolittle a Chriſtian, as to repute it a loſs to 
the Party, to ſee their Adverſaries capable 
of that truſt in the Church, and thoſe re- 
wards of it , which they have ſuffered for 
themſelves. For, if the neceſlity of the 
Kingdom hath required an 4& of 0Bli- 
view , much more mult the zeceſſity of 
Religion 5 which cannot be attained, 
without a cordial conſpiring , of thoſe 
that areto _—_ it 5 inforce a -2zxture 
of Intereſt. And that being conſidered, 
let any man tell me, how that can: be 
made , but by a Third, in which all are 
alike Intereſſed ; That is, by owning the 
Faith and the Laws of the Catholick 
Church, whereby the Papiſt is either re- 
duced, or left puniſhable as the Fanatick, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 


The Care, by repairing the Revenue of the 
Church, 


Ut all this isbut a Cure for the $322- 

) ptoz. Should ſuch a Conference take 
efiet, the Canſe of the diſeaſe would re- 
main intire. For, the Cauſe of our D1- 
viltons 1s not theſe differences 3 which 
are too inconſiderable, to produce fo in- 
comparable a miſchief, as that of Schiſm. 
[t riſes, and 1s fomented, by thoſe Inte- 
reſts, which the 7-2perfeFicn of two Laws 
of Henry VIII. hath created. So that, the 
Reformation is no way obliged to anſwer 
for them 3 Only, if it refuſe not to mend 
them ,: now that time hath diſcovered the 
miſchiefts which they have produced. I 
call them two Laws, not as if they were 
compriſed in two As of Parliament ; but 
becauſe they concern, one of them the 
indowment, the other , the Krghts of the 
Church. We all know, that, when the 
Monaſterics were given to the Crown, 
the indowment of thoſe Churches, which 
had been impropriated to thoſe Monaſte- 
H ries, 
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ries, was transferred, by the Crown, into 
thoſe hands, that could not Officiate the 
Cure of Pariſhes 3 as the Monaſteries, by 
ſome of their 2dexzbers, or by their Yicars, 
had done. And, though the Right of 
the Crown ( which conld be no more 
then the Monaſteries had ) could not 
abate the Original Right of the Biſhop, 1n 
ſetling a reaſonable portion upon the Vi- 
carages 3 yet, in the hands of thoſe that 
claim under the Crown, it hath appeared 
ſo ſtrong , that ſuch Vicarages are gene- 
rally impoveriſhed 3 But where the Cure 
lay upon the Covent, there, there now 
remains no indowment, 20 Proviſſon for 
the Cure of Souls 5 Which falls out moſt in 
Cities , and places that were moſt fre- 
quented with Monaſteries, as well as with 
People. What the conſequence hereof 
hath been, it 1s plain enough 3 Even a 
ſort of Mungrel Clergie of Ledurers 3 
Who, being Authorized by the Biſhops 
Orders and Licenſe, but payed by the Peo- 
ple, to ſupply the Office of Preaching , 
which the Benefices of the Church were 
not able to maintain 3 Like a Pack of 
Dogs, that are ruled by the Huntſman 
that feeds them, and ſets them a work, 


not by the Maſter that provides for them3 
No 
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No marvel that they owne not the Bi- 
ſhops, for Judge of their Preaching , whe- 
ther according to the Law or not. He 
that fees not, that this was the ſonrſe of 
the late War, of himisthe Proverb. that 
ſays; No man ſo blind as he that will not 
ſee. And the worlt is, that fo great a 
part of the Gentry, as have ſhared with 
the Crown, in the ſpoils of the Monaſte- 
ries, think it their 7ztereſ?, to holdup that 
Party, which, they think, would juſtifie 
their Title in point of Conſcience 3 
Whereas 1t is found by experience , that 
thoſe very Preachers, that would Reform 
the Church by force of the People, would 
queſtion their Tenure, as ſoon as they ſaw 
themſelves in condition to do it. Now, 
[ intend not here todiſpute, that, founda- 
tions to intents of falſe Religion; as for 
redeeming Souls out of Purgatory 3 are 
ipſo jafo forfeit to the true. God him- 
{elf hath recommended this Courſe to the 
Church, inthe Caſe of the Cexſers of Core, 
Dathan, and Abiram; which he challenges 
for his own, to theuſe of the Altar,though 
conſecrated to the uſe of their Schiſm. 
But the Chriſtian Emperors of the Pri- 
mitive Churchef, inatting thoſe Penalties 
upon the Conventicles of Hereticks and 
H 2 Schiſ- 
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Schiſmaticks, which we read, in the laſt 
Book of Theodoſrxs his Code, the fifth Ti- 
tle de Hereticis 3 have confiſcated the pla- 
ces where they met in nine Laws, and 
forfeited them to the Church, in five. 
Whereby it appears, that the Primitive 
Church, living under thoſe Laws, did not 


think, that goods, ſo conſecrated, do, of 


neceſſity, eſchete to the Church. My 
preſent purpoſe obliges me only to ſup- 
poſe, that the Tithes 3 which, all the 
world ſaw, that they had been conſecra- 
ted toGod, for maintaining the Cxres of 
the Pariſhes 5 Theſe, if there be any ſuch 
thing as a Church, could not be alienated 
from it , without Sacriledee. But. I ſay 
not , therefore, that they can never be 
held boza fide 3 Which 1s that which 
makes the jealouſte incurable, in thoſe 
that find their Eſtates confiſt much of 
them. And, yet, I undertake not to 
warrant, generally, the holding of them ;_ 
Only think , that, in ſome particulars, it 
may be warrantable. For, when they are 
come into ſuch hands, that the ſupport of 
Eſtates depends neceſlarily upon them 3 
and that, by mean confrats, and originally 
auch, as hadinthem no z{kFaith 5 Iiay not 
I can warrantthem, I think they may. be 
warrant- 
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warrantable. Now, I know there may be 
an AG of Oblivion done by the Church,as 
well asby the Kingdom. And the Church 
of Rome knew it well enough, when they 
reconciled this Kingdom, under Q. 44:ry, 
without reſtoring theſe Poſſefſions. By 
the ſame Reaſon, for which Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks were always diſþ:nſed 
with ſor Canonical Penalties 3 (leaving 
the Pardon to God, that the Unity of the 
Church . might be recovered ) By the 
ſame, may the Church leave all to their 
own Conſctences ; not warranting their 
pardon from God, neither yet refuſing 
them the Communion, as-unpardonable. 
Burt alas, what would this Act do in our 
Caſe, did the whole Clergy underſtand 
themſelves tyed in Conſcience, by it, not 
ſo much as to mention, much leſs to re- 
proach any ſuch Tenure ? So long as the 
miſchief once done remains unprovided 
for, by the Law, which gives the Title 
and Poſſeſſion 3 the contradiction be- 
tween the Canonical and Popular Intereſts 
can never ceaſe. But if the Kingdom 


- Conſider. that it was an At of Parliament 


that did the wrong, they muſt neceſlarily 
find, that nothing but a» AG of Parliament 
can repair it. And if the People confi- 

H 3 der, 
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der, that a Parliament may tranſpreſsthe 
truſt which they repoſe inthem 3 ( which 
of neceſſity may come topaſs, unleſs we 
make the Parliament infallible , and the 
Fope not.) they will eaſily find, that a Par- 
liament cannot repair the wrong that a 
former Parliament hath done , but upon 
the Charge of the people. For Church- 
goods, under Chriſtianity, ceaſe not to be 
the Goods of the People, though the Church 
be truſied with managing them, bene 
founded by God for that purpoſe. An 
he that admits of the neceſlity of all this, 
will find it no conſiderable Charge for 
the whole Kingdom, to furniſh contribu- 
tion, neceſlary for the founding and in- 
dowing of Churches, requiſite for the 
Reſort and Cares of all Aſſemblies, requi- 
ſite for a Reformation regulated by the 
Primitive Church. And if this be one 
Cauſe of our Diviſions , and that the 
Kingdom cannot be counted a Chriſtian 
Kingdom, till it take a courſe 1 it; let 
no man marvel to ſee the Judgments of 
God, in our Diviſions, when he ſees the 
Sin of the Kingdom continue. And if 
this were conſidered, the diſcourſes that 
walk up and down in all Aſſemblies, of 
relieving the Publick Charge , by ſeizing 
| | the 
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the pitiful remainder of the Church-Re- 
venue, would appear tobe, as they are, 
the productions of Atheiſer, not of pity ta 
the peoples purles. 


CHAP. XKXI. 


By limiting and reſtoring Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline. : 


| He other Law , concerning the 

Right of the Church, in the Supre- 
macy of the Crown, over all Per ſpe and 
inallCauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, 
may ſeem to extinguiſh the Right of the 
Church, over the ſame Perſons, and in the 
ſame Cauſes : . Which could not becalled 


Fecleſraftical , if there wereno ſuch thing 


as a Church, (as one of the Articles of our 
Creed profeſſes ) indowed by God, with 


-a Right in and over the ſame. And there- 


fore, I do not attribute the cauſe of our 


diviſionsto it, as unjuſt, but as indefinite, 


and unlimited. And I inſtance in the 
Tenure of our Eccleſiaſtical Conrts 3 
W hich, by a branch. of this Law, are de- 
clared to be the Kings Courts, and the 
Judges of them the Kings Judges. A thing 

H 4 neceſ[a- 
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neceſſarily following, upon the Keſumpt:- 
01 of the Rights of the Crown, uſurped 
by the See of Rome, into the Crown. But 
which hath turned ſogreat diſſatisfaction, 
in the eſtabliſhment of Religion by the 
Law of this Land 3 becauſe the Right'of 

the Church, in that part of their Juriſdi> |} 
ion, which neceſlarily ariſeth from the | 
Founding of the Church, by our Lord *' 

Chriſt, hath not been reſerved to the 

Church, by expreſs Proviſion of Laws. 

Thereupon followed another Law, 

which gave the Judges of theſe Courts 

the Priviledge of being Married : At ſuch 

time, asthe Law of the Land allowed not | 

the Clergy to Marry. And by conſe- 

quence, made them no Clergy-men, . 

whom the Law owned for the Kings 

Judges of theſe Courts 3 Exempting them 

thereby, from the Canonical »4: Pau 

which they of Clergy owe their Biſhops 3 
 Andleaving their Miniſtring of the Lays, 
In their reſpective Juriſdiction, to their 

own diſcretion, as well againſt,as without 
the conſent of their Biſhops. Tt is true, 
they 'ſubfiſt by Patents granted by their 
Biſhops, and other Fecl-[ufticul Dignities, 
indowed with Juriſdictions. But , the 
Law having declared them the Kings 
Judges, 
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Judges, I refer it to Judgment, whether 
1t were any marvel, that the Biſhops, and 
other Dignities with Juriſdiction, ſhould 
diſcharge themſelves of their Juriſdiction, 
upon ſuch Judges, as the Law had quali- 
fied, rather then croſs the Law, in taking 
- them upon their own ,charge 3 Part 
1 whereof, in miniſtring the Power of the 
| Keys, andin correFing the inferior Clergie, 
is eſſential, and neceſſary to the Office, 
which Ordination makes the Clergy (Bi- 
ſhops, and Preſbyters) capable of: For 
it is reſolved upon, by the Sages of our 
Laws, that, ſucha Patent being granted 
| for term: of life, the Patentee is inabled to 
exerciſe the whole Juriſdiction , without 
and againſt the conſent of him that grants 

it 3 and ſhall be maintained againſt him , 
in ſo doing , by the Law of the Land. I 
amneither to blame, nor toexcuſe them, 
that have not done their utmoſt, to re- 
deem the Office, which we are conſecra- 
tedto a capacity of managing, out of that 
Pofleffion, which the Law of the Land 
thus ingageth. For, itis granted, and it 
1s to be granted, that the Church cannot 
pardon ſir 5 Asifit could pardon him that 
15 not qualified for pardon : Or keep him 
from pardon that is. But the Church = 
Ons 
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dons fin, by bringing him to be qualfied 
for pardon that 3s not : And declaring 
him pardoned that 3s. If we were Fana- 
ticks, andbelieved no Condition of par- 
don , but only, to imagine that we are 
pardoned 3 There would be no Church, 
5» Keys of the Church to manage. If we 
{)21eved, as fome underſtand the Council 
of Trent 3 That fin is pardoned , by ſab- 
mitting it to the Keys of the Church : And 
that the mortification of the fleſh ſerves 
only toredeem the temporal Penalty, re- 
maining due when the fin 1s es 48 - 
A Lay Judge, having knowledge, might 
manage the Keys of the Church, as well 
as a Prieſt. But, becauſe a notorious 
ſinner becomes qualified for pardon, when 
the Concupiſcence is mortified, which his 
fin gratifies : And, becauſe he wndergoes 
hzs Mortification , becauſe hecannot have 
the Communion otherwiſe ; Therefore 
are they only, that confecrate the Eucha- 
rift, to judge, whether he be qualified or 
not, and to giveor refuſe him that which 
they conſecrate. And, Commutation of Pc- 
zance, when it ſuppoſes not, the inward 
contrition of the heart performed, by 
outward mortification of the fleſh, is but 
the betraying of that Soul to damnation, 

whom 
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whom it admits to Communion , nat be- 
igqualified for it. True it is, nothing 
hinders him, that is diſcharged of Excom- 
munication , to become” qualified by his 
own private endeavours. But , God 
would neyer have founded his Church, 
upon the Power of the Keys, if the Office 
thereof were only, not to hinder, and 
not alſo to procure, notorious ſinners, to 
be fit for Communion with the Church. 
And, that to procure, muſt be theOffice 
of thoſe, who, by the Foundation of the 
Church, are to judge, who is fit and 
who not. If therefore the Law of the 
Land provide not. that that Office of the 
Church may bein force, to that effect, for 
which the Power of the Keys is given 
them that conſecrate the Euchariſt 3 Is it 
any marvel, that the Judgment and Ven- 
geance of God ſhould lye ſo heavy upon 
the Land, profefiing Reformation, and 
not inabling that 'which it profeſleth to 
take place 2 My preſent buſineſs there- 
fore is now to ſay 3 That the- Intereſts 


which cauſe our Diviſions are ſo far 1m- 


putable to theſe Laws, as, without the 
Reforming of the Laws, they cannot be 
cured. 'Two of theſe Intereſts I name, 


cantradictory the one tothe other;,;in their 
Preten- 
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Pretenſes. For, what doth the World 
complain of, but of the abuſe of Excom- 


munication 3 daily imployed, to inforce ' 


the contentious Juriſdition of theſe 
Courts 3 Never imployed, to the corre- 
ion of fin, and recalling of ſinners; 
Which,. being the Office of thoſe that 
receive the Power of the Keys by Ordina- 
tion, cannot be exerciſed by the Laity , 
without Sacriledge. Now , granting , 
that the Uſurpation of the See of Rome, 
or the Indulgence of Chriſtian Princes 
and States have procured, or granted to 
the Clergy , a larger Juriſdiction then 
their Office required ; It would have 
been no Inconvenience. that the whole 
Juriſdiction ſhould be inforced, by Ex- 
communication, ſignifying impriſonment 
by the Law of the Land ; If a difference 
had been made, between the proper Ju- 
riſdifion of the Church, and the _— 
For, in this partof it, it is an oppreſſion 
to Chriſtian Subjects, that they ſhould be 
barred the Communior, for maintaining 
themſelves and their Right, by Law, in 
matters of any Right of this World; 
Though the Clergy were Judges, by the 
Law of the Land. But it would be no 


oppreſtion to them , that the mage 
O 
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of the Kings Courts ſhould be inforced by 
impriſonment 3 which Excommunication 
might ſignifie, by the Law of the Land, 
without ſignifying 4 Bar to the Communion 
of the Euchariſt ; if theſe were duely di- 
ſtinguiſhed. In the meantime, the whole 
indowment of the Church, in a manner, 
being zrrecoverableby theſe Courts, with- 
out Excommunication 3 the ſcandal of 
theſe Juriſdictions becomes a Popular 
Plea, toſtrip the Clergy of their mainte- 
nance 3 Tyths being nofarther paid, then 
it pleaſe Frantick Fanaticks, or contenti- 
ous neighbours, to do right of good will 3 
Knowing that , Excommunication being 
odious, Impriſonment 1s not like eaſily to 
follow upon it. I ſaid, that there isano- 
ther Intereſt on foot , upon a Pretenſe 
contradictory to this. And I mean that, 
which vulgar Profeſſors of the Laws of the 
Land \et up to themſelves, out of theſe 
ſcandals 3 To reduce the whole Juriſdi- 
Qion of Eccleſiaſtical Courts under the 
Juriſdiction of the Laws of the Land, and 
thoſe Courts that miniſter the ſame. This 
Intereſt eſpouſeth the Opinion , which 
voids the Article of our Creed,_that pro- 
felles One Catholick Church ;_making Ex- 
communication, and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 

| diction, 
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diction , founded by our Lord Chriſt, a 
meer Impoſture 3 declareth it uncapable 
of any Sacriledge , to be committed m 
the uſing of it. - In the mean time, the 
Clergy , whoſe Intereſt is no. ways con- 
cerned, in the Scandals, which the Eccle- 
faſtical Courts may give 3 Further , then 
as they are hindred, by the faid Courts, 
tocure their Scandals, by the due Uſe of 


their own Office 3 do fatter, not only the 


Scandals which are done under colour 
of their Patents 3 But even the affronts 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts themſelves 
Receiving Appeals, from the Cenſure of 
their Biſhops upoa the Clergy. For, a 
few examples, ſerving the Biſhops, not to 
imploy that Juriſdiction, which 15 ſo ea- 
fily affronted, it muft be acknowledged, 
that the debauches of the Clergy are 
come to that height, that , till they be 
Reformed , Reformation 1s not duely 
pretended againſt the See of Kowe. 


CHAP. 


UMI 


which a due Reformation requires. 11t 


> PIETY 
—_—_——_——— 


CHAP. XXII. 
The ground of the proper Intereſt of the 


Church. 


perſwaded by the Leviathan, that a 
urch 1s nothing elſe but 2 Chriſtiar: 
Common-wealth, And that the Civil 
Power thereof, which is Soveraign, hath 
full Right to injoyn whatſoever it pleaſe, 
for the Chriſtian Religion 3 exacting 
what Penalties it pleaſe of Recuſants. 
There be others beſides the Leviathan, 
that have maintained ſome branches of 
the ſame Opinion 3 but he is the only 
man, that hath looked the whole un 
onin the Face, with this Anſwer. I will 
but relate the Iſſue, which his own Reſo- 
lation hath driven him to, and leave him 
to Judgment. For, having objected to 
himſelf, in his Latine Book de C:ve, that 
which 1s obvious to all Underſtandings 3 
That then, a Chriſtian may be juſtly pu- 
niſhed, for his Chriſtianity 3 He anſwers, 
that .it 1s no inconvenience, that he 
ſhould ; Becauſe, by ſuffering, he pur- 
chaſes 


B perhaps there be thoſe, that are 
C 
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chaſes an abundant reward. I know not 
whether any man told him , or whether 
himſelf took notice, that this was the an- 
ſwer of Julian the Apoſtate, making him- 
ſelf ſport with the complaints of - the 
Chriſtians 5 That they were beholding 
' to him for the _—_— of Heaven, which 
they gained by ſuffering his Perſecutions3 
Burt, that it was not for the credit of his 
dodqrine, to bring Chriſtian Princes into 
the predicament of Jul;az the Apoſtate. 
And therefore, upon ſecond thoughts, his 
Leviathan anſwers 3 That a Subje& is 
bound to obey all that his Soveraign 
commands in Religion., whether he - 
Chriſttan or not : Inſomuch that , if he 
command him to renounce Chriſt, he 1s 
bound to doit with his mouth , and ſhall 
be ſaved, believing in him with his heart, 
nevertheleſs. This anſwer ſhews the 
neceſlary iſle of this Opinion 3 That he 
who holds it, if he be as bad as his word, 
1s asneceſlarily an Apoſtate, as Jul;ar the 
Apoſtate. The hope of Salvation, and 
the Right of. Communten with the 
Church, Iyesnot only in the heart, which 
believes to righteouſneſs, but in the mouth, 
which profeſſeth to Salvation. The Pro- 
fellion, which 1s made at our Baptiſm, is a 
| condition, 
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Condition, without which it cannot be 
had. Itis the taking up of Chriſts Groſs, 
which the Goſpel requireth. He that de- 
elares himſelf free, in any Caſe whatſoe- 
ver, to renounce Chriſty, though he hath 
not done it, hath declared himſelf freeof 
the Bond, which heentred into at his Ba- 
ptiſm 3 Andas he is no more a Chriſtian 
to God, no more ſhon]d he be to the 
Church. If further he ſay 3 As the Pro- 
poſitions firſt maintained, and aftetwards 
recanted, by his late Diſciple at Cam- 
bridge, do import 3 That there is no dif- 
ference between good and bad , before 


Civil Power that is Soveraign inadct 1t 5 


Then mult it be ſaid further, that he is 


_ properly an Atheiſt. For, if God govern 


not the World,if he reward not the good, 
if he puniſh not the bad , though mando 
not, (pardon me God and all good 
Chriſtians, if I repeat Blaſphemy, that it 
may never more be repeated”) then is he 
not God. Particularly , if Civil Power 
can oblige a man to ſay or (wear, that 
which he means not, there remains not 
that Ground for Civil Society, which the 
Heathen themſelves (whom nevertheleſs 
S. Paul truly calls Atheiſts) maintained. 
For, what Ground for Civil truſt, if 

I | there 
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there be no Law, before Civil truſt, to 
puniſh the fallifying of it 2 Let him that 
conliders this Conſequence, (neceſlary 
upon all Opinions, that diſtinguiſh not 
the matter of Eccleſiaſtical Law , conſe- 
quent to the State and Conſtitution of 
the Church, from the Force it hath, to be 
a Law of the Kingdom, by the Act of the 
Kingdom) I ſay, let him anſwer in Con- 
ſcience, whether thoſe Laws, by which 
the Rights of the Crown, Uſurpedby the 
See of Rome, are Reſumed into it, did 
proceed upon this Opinion or not. For 
my part, I remember very well a ſolemn 
Proteſtation , which one of them makes, 
that the intent was not, to innovate any 
thing in Religion, by vindicating the 
Rights of the Crown. And therefore do 
infer . that none of them can be under- 
ſtood, to extinguiſh the Rights of Reli- 
gion, congfgrrent with the Rights of the 
Crown, in Qhurch-matters, which it doth 
not diſtinguiſh 5 Knowing how difficult 
it is, to diſtinguiſh betweeht them 3 As 
not knowing, thatever the ground, upon 
which they are tobe diſtinguiſhed, was 
delivered till now. But there is an Act 
of the V.of Q. Elizabeth, by which, that 
abatement 1n the ſenſe of the Supremacy 


of 
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of the Crown in Church-matters, which had 
been declared by her 1njan&zons, from 
the beginning of her Raign , to prevent 
miſconſtructions, was made a Law of the 
Land. This Ac, becauſe it undertaketh 
not to limit the Supremacy, by diſtinguiſh- 
ing the Intereſt of the Crown from the In- 
tereſt of the Church , (for the difficulty 
of ſatisfying all Conſciences) gives the 
Subject leave, to declare the ſenſe; in 
which he takes that Oath 3 reſerving to 
himſelf, that which Religion requires a 
Chriſtian to reſerve, for the Church. 
Which wasnot the ſenſe of them that be- 
heved no Cutholzck Church, no Viſible 
Right of it. And, by vertue of this De- 
claration, 1t 1s, that my ſelf have under- 
taken to declare that limitation , which 
the Catholick, Church requireth. For, 
how many Prelates and Divines of this 
Church, ( King James of excellent Me- 
mory 1n particular ) have done the ſame ? 
But it 1s no other, then that which the 
Canons of K. James declare 5 when they 
deſcribe this Supremacy to be the fame, 
which the Godly Kings of Gods Ancient 
People , which the Roman Emperors of the 
Primitive tixres ( before that corruption 
came in, which we Proteſ# againſt ) did 
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exerciſe. Here have you the due bounds 
of this Supremacy, ſetled by Law, upon 
the trueground of it. For it is manifeſt, 
that it cannot be derived from the Rights 
of the Kings of Gods Ancient People 
alone 3 Becaule there could be no Catho- 
lick Church, before the calling of the Gen- 
tiles. But, the Empire, imbracing the 
Faith, when the Church was ſetled upon 
that Faith, and thoſe Laws, that are now 
as Viſible, as the Laws of England, from 
which preſent Titles are derived, can be 
Viſible 3 muſt needs have that Right, 
from which the Right of all preſent So- 
veraignties muſt be derived 3 Becauſs 
the Charch, ( whoſe Intereſt concurreth 
with the Intereſt of them all, in the ſame 
matters) is always 0ze and the fame, and 
ought ſoto be, from the firſt to the ſecond 
Coming of Chriſt. And that anſwers 
any difficulty, that may be objected, when 
any Law of any Roman Emperor, or 
other Chriſtian Prince or State, ſeems 
to infringe the Canons of the Church. For, 
the Protection of the Crown being of 
ſuch advantage as it is, both for the in- 
larging, and maintaining of Chriſtianity 3 
It 1senough , that the Church can cont1- 
nue 0xe and the ſame Yilble Church, by 
one 
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one and the ſame Viſible Laws 3 Though 
the force and effect of them be hindred 
now and then , here and there , by ſome 
Acts of Secular Power, which. in ſome 
regards , may advance the- Church as 
much, as they hinder it in others. It was 
neceſlary for the Crown, under Henry the 
VIII, to vindicate the Supremacy from 
the pretenſe of the Popes Secular Power 3 
which had been on foot divers Ages afore. 
And therefore , not to have to do with 
him, that pretended to afloil the $»b- 
JeFsof Princes, whom he ſhould excom- 
municate, of their Allegiance , till they 
might owne him, upon terms, conſiſtent 
with the Protection they owe their Peo- 
ple. And it was ſtill more neceſlary , 
under Edward the VI. when the Refor- 
mation wasinacted 5 which , they kney 
well enough, that the Pope would not en- 
dure. But, when the Right of the 
Crown in Church-matters is declared by 
Law, to be the ſame, which the Kings of 
Gods Ancient People, and the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperors did exerciſe, the ground of that 
Intereſt, and the bounds of that Intereſt, 
which the Church muſt challenge , if it 
w1ll continue a Church,are declared to be 
the ſame, which the Faith and the Laws 
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of the Whole Church from the beginning 
do allow. 


CHAP. XXIIL. 


of reſtoring and reforming the Juriſdidi- 
ons of the Crown, and of the Church, in 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes. 


"| A Nd this makes the Reformation of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Laws as eaſie, as 
it 1s viſibly the cure of all diſtempers in 
Religion among us. It 1s inbrief this 3 
That the Juriſdiction, which may by this 
meansappear to the Kingdom, to be in- 
veſted in the Church by Gods Law, be, 
by a Law of the Kingdom,reſtored to the 
Clergy 3 Tothe B:ſhops in chief, then, to 
the Chapters of their Cathedrals, and to 
their Archdeacons 5 ( And to theſe, not 
without the Aſſiſtance of the Prizcipal 
Clergie, oftheirReſpective Juriſdiftions) 
the Judges of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts 
continuing the Kings Judges, as they are 
now by Law 3 to manage the Intereſt of 
the Crown, ( in all the Rights thereof, 
reſumedinto the Crown , by the Ads of 
Supremacy ) according to the Roman 
Laws, 
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Laws, in thoſe Ages of Chriſtendom , 
which paſſed before, the Uſurpation of 
the See of Rowe had taken place. IF it 
be ſaid 3 That it 1s not Viſible, when thoſe 
| Uſurpations took place 3; I ſhall allow all 
| the time, which that Code of the Canons 
contains, that Pope Adrzaz ſent to Charles 
the Great 3 In whoſe time. there can be 
no pretenſe of Uſurpation, upon the 
Temporalties of Princes, by the See of 
Rome. This Codeis yet read, underthe 
Name of Codex Canonnnm Fecleſie Ro- 
mane. I have commended the Juſtice - 
and Wiſdom of that Commiſiton , which 
was deſigned under Herry the VIII, and 
Edward the VI, for the qualities. of Per- 
ſors limited by it. But I donot think it 
poſiible for any Commiſſion, to Keforne 
the Alterations introduced by the Popes 
Canon Law, after that time, in one Kings 
Raign, with that circumſpe&tion which 
1s requiſite. The Juriſdiftion which the 
Church challenges, by Gods Law , can 
not be diſtinf&tly ſtated, with more ſatis- 
faction toall Intereſts, preſerving that of 
Religion, thenby a Commilſfion ſo qua- 
lIified. The Intereſt of the Kingdom, in 
preſerving the ſtudy of the Roman Laws, 


hath always been thought conſiderable. 
. I 4 But 
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But how ſhall the ſtudy of them be main: 

tained, if the Authority of them be- not 

maintained ? Or how ſhall that Autho- 

rity b- maintained, but by adopting them 

into the Law of the Kingdom, in matters 

neceſlary to be provided for by Law, but 

not provided for, by the native Law of 
the Kingdom ? Or what proviſion can 

there be, by thenative Law of the King- 
dom, for thoſe Cauſes, which, for ſoma- 
ny hundred years before the Reforma- 
tion, the Popes Canon Law had ſenten- 
ced, by the Authority of the Kingdom ? 
There 1s an Tztereſt of Religion in Matri- 
monial Cauſes , 1n Teſtamentary Cauſes , 1n 
Cauſes ariſing upon Ele&ions of Corporate 
Clergie, 1n Cauſes of Diſpenſation in Ca- 
2015, in Caules of Tithes, in divers ſorts of 
Cauſes, beſides thoſe which the Power 
of the Keys, in the Diſcipline of the 
People, and the CorredGtion of Inferior 
Clergy occaſjoneth. Let me not ſay, 
that it were Barbaroxs, for a flouriſhing 
Kingdom , in a flouriſhing Age, for all 
other Learning , to reduce the Tryal of 
them, to the Arbitrary Verdi@s of Juries 3 
(Whocannever underſtand the Grounds, 
upon which the matter of Fact 1s to 
be ſtated) whenlT can foclearly ſay, _ 
; Fe, there 
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there can be nothing more like to meer 
Tyranny, then Arbztrary Juſtice 3 nor Ju- 
ſtice more Arbitrary, then, where it 1s 
manifeſt, that there can have been no 
other Law provided, becauſe the Canon 
Law hath been hitherto uſed. As for 
thoſe Cauſes, which are proper to the 
Church, as riſing from the Conſtitution of 
itz how can it ſtand with Religion, and 
Reformationin Religion, which we pre- 
tend, to try them otherwiſe, then by 
thoſe, which, the Kingdom ſhall be fatis- 
fied, by ſuch a Commiſſion, that they are 
by Gods Layv capable of Authority to do 
it 2 And theIntereſt of the Crown,, and 
of the Subjects, which it is bound to pro- 
tect, ſhall be ſecured, when proviſion is 
made, by adopting the Roman Laws, for 
managing the Rights of the Crown, re- 
ſumed by the Act of Supremacy, within 
thoſe Bounds, which the Roman Laws 
maintained, before the Ulſurpation of the 
Seeof Rome. It cannot be denied, that 
the Popes Canon Law ( which the Law of 
the Land hath already adopted, ſo far as 
it contradicteth not the Law of the Land) 
provideth for many things, not provided 
for by the Primitive Canons, within the 
Compaſs of the Roman Laws. And it 

would 
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would be too much raſhneſs, to recal that - 
Adoption, and toleave ſo much matter to 
arbitrary Juſtice, rather then retain a 
Proviſion, which the Law and Religion 
profeſſed by the Kingdom owns not the 
Original of, thougi11t owne the matter it 
hath adopted. For, whatſoever ſhall 
prove, bytimeand tryal, to hinder the 
Reformation, which we pretend thus to 
ground, and thus to bound, the faults 
that ſhall be found by experience muſt 
open the way of wolne' The, it, becauſe the 
Cure muſt be as particular, as the diſeaſe 
is. And upon theſe Terms, it can be no 
diſhonour to the Kingdom, and to the 
Reformation which it profeſſeth , to uſe 
the Canon Law which it adopteth , till 
time ſhew the way of amending thoſe par- 
ticulars, which, time ſhall ſhew, that the 
Reformation pretended requires to be 
changed. For inſtance, we know, that 
ſince Hezry VIII. it 1s not the cuſtom to 
take any degree in Canon Law ; Not- 
withſtanding the Law of the Land ado- 
pteth the Canon Law. And, according- 
| ly we all know, that Graduates in the 
Civil Law of the Romans are privi- 
ledged, by the Eccleſiaſtical Law ofthe 
Kingdom. I would fain have any of 
them, 
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them, that would wear the Face, and the 
Conſcience of a good Chriſtian, and a 
go0d Engliſh man both ; Give me a rea- 
ſonable Account of theſe their Tenures, 
waving that which I here ſet forth for 
them 5 whom they will think too bold 
with their Freehold for it. For my part, 
who am no mans foe, but my own, in 
publiſhing my Opinion thus freely, upon 
this Exigent 3 I think I do good ſervice 
to them, with my Country , to ſet forth ' 
this Account, why and how the Roman 
Laws deferve to be adopted into the 
Laws of the Kingdom ; Namely, that 
the Popes Canon Law, which is already 
adopted , may be limited vithin thoſe 
Bounds, with the Roman Laws 3 ( And 
by conſequence, the Primitive Canons of the 
Church, which the Roman Laws acknow- 
ledge and inforce) do either preſcribe or 
allow. I would make a further Offer, 
of introducing the Roman Laws, both 
into the Study of the Law of the Land, 
and into Authority in our Courts of Equi- 
ty 5 And of reconciling, thereby , the 
Croſs-Intereſts of the Profeflions, upon 
competence of Juriſdictions. But,though 
I muſt needs have that Opinion my ſelf; 
which, I can ſee nothing againſt, ſeeing 
muc 
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much tor it 3 yet I will trouble no man 
with an Opinion , which neither my Pro- 
feſſion obliges me, nor my {kill inables me 
to make out, Tt ſhall be enough for me 
to obſerve, that they ſhall deſerve to be 
counted Profeſſors of the Roman Laws, that 
are truſted to miniſter the Canon Laws, 
by thoſe Bounds , which the Roman 
Laws allow. As for the Concurrence of 
that Juriſdiction which is proper to the 
Clergy, by Gods Law., and that which 1s 
_ reſumed by the Crown, to be m2iniſtred 
by the Profeſſors of the Roman Laws 3 I do 
acknowledge it cannot be ended , but by 
Appeals 3 The iſſue whereof , whither 
It ought to reſort, when it is time to ſay, 
it will be then time to ſay alſo, how theſe 
Intereſts are reconcileable. In the mean 
time, Epiſcopacy being owned by the 
Law of the Kingdom, and the Law of 
God both, to be that which the whole 
Church, from the beginning acknowledg- 
eth 3 I think I do my Country, and the 
Church of God in it no diſſervice, to pro- 
pole a plaiſter large enough for the Sore 
of it , that ſhall come within the bounds 
whichT have propoſed. For, the Chapters 
of Cathedral Churches are , by their 
Birth-right, Counſellors to the Biſhops F 
an 
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and Aſſiſtants, in his whole Office 3 The 
Archdeacon his Miniſter, and principal 
Commiſlary. Thoſe , by the Rule firſt 
ſet on foot by the Apoſtles, and obſerved 
always by the Church, of planting Ca- 
thedral Churches in Cities , and making 
the Churches planted in Cities Cathedral 
Churches, for the Government of all 
Chriſtendom within the Territories of 
thoſe Cities. This being, by his Order, 
Miniſterial to them. as well as to the Bi- 
ſhop, when both have part in the ſame 
Office. And here I place the hinge, up- 
on which I hang the Reconcilement of 
the preſumed Intereſt of the Presbyterians , 
with the true Intereſt of the Clergy 3 
Suppoſing the Conference propoſed to 
have taken effeft, and produced a Requeſt 
of both Parties, to the Legiſlative Power 
of the Kingdom , to make a Law of thoſe 
particulars, upon which they aregrcome 
to agreement, to be received, and to ex- 
erciſe their Miniſtry. For, the Office of 
the Clergy being ſeparated from the In- 
tercit of the Crown , by an Ac of the 
Kingdom 3 -And the Profeſlors of the 
Roman Laws truſted to manage this In- 
icreſt, in behalf of the Subje& 3 (Only 
atliſting the Clergy , in that part of the 

Juriſ- 
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Juriſdiction proper tothe Church, which 
will concern the Intereſt of Subjects, as 
Members of the Church, as well as the 
Office of the Clergy) What ſhall hinder 


them, the Preſbyterians , as well as the - | 


reſt of the Clergy, to exerciſe'the Zeal, 
which they have always profeſſed, to- 
wards the Reforming of the converſation 
of thePeople,in aſlitting thatDiſcipline,as 
well over the 7zferior Clergie as the People, 
which the Chapters of Cathedral Churches , 
andthe Archdeacons ſhall, by the Biſhop 
and under the Biſhop, be truſted with ? 
For what need all this hinder the Preroga- 
tive of the Biſhops Negative Vote 5 when 
as there will be more to do under him. 
then hands will be found for, reſerving to 
him thoſe cauſes, which he would chuſe 
to reſerve ? For. that will be found no 
more then requiſite, to preſerve his Pre- 
roeative,, that nothing be done without 
him ; when nothing is done without him, 
but that which he ſhall chuſc to be eaſed 
in. He that knows what the Hierarchy 
ſignifies, muſt needs underſtand , that the 
ſame means , which preſerved the Whole 
Church in Unity, {o far and widefor place, 
 ſolong for time, as Unity prevailed in the 
Church, and Chriſtiamty with it and by. 

It, 
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it, knows that the ſame muſt be uſed, to 


preſerve Unity in the Church of this King- 


om 5 The Queſtion being, how to Re- 
form it ſo,that it may continue a Member 


_ of the Whole. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Some Principal Canons to be reſtored, in 
our preſent State. 


"Or, let no man think , thae any Law 
can be effectual to this purpoſe , till 

the Caſe be ftated, which the Law is pro- 
vided for. Weare in the State of Schiſm, 
in ſpite of ourteeth : Though we are to 
clear our ſelves of the crime of Schiſm , 
upon the. Terms ſetled 3 which cannot 
clearus, if it bepoſfible, that any other 
ſhould clear us. King ferry the VIII. 
had reaſon to declare, that he and his 
Kingdom ſhould have nothing to do with 
the Pope, that Excommunicated him for 
his Divorce 3 So many Popes having dul- 
charged the Snbjects of Princes Excom- 
municate, of their Allegiance. But, to 
make good the Proteſtation , that he 1n- 
tended no further change in Religion 3 r 

nec 
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need not ſay what he did, to give ſuc- 
ceeding Popes occafion to recal the folly 
of that Pope, which Excommunicated 
him, by a timely Reconcilement. In 
the mean time , the way to preſerve the 
Kingdom 1n Peace was, to have nothing 
todo with the See of Rome. But, had 


he been fo well adviſed, as to have main- : 


tained his Divorce upon the terms which 
I plead for 3 What could the Pope have 
ſaid to that Code of Canons, which Pope 
Adrian the I. ſent to Charles the Great 3 
which I would have this Church to 
owne ? For itconcludes, with a Synod of 
the Province of Roxie, under Pope Gregory 
the II. which pronounces Arathema , to 
whoſoever ſhall marry his deceaſed Bro- 
thers Wife. Let Jzlizs Il. Pope, that 
diſpenſed with Herry the VIIE. and his 
Marriage with the Lady - Katherine. of 
Spain, have bethought himſelf, how to 
come clear of this Anathemas 3 the Au- 
thority of the See of Roe being intire. 


For K. Hezry the VIII. or at.leaſt for his 


Kingdom, it was andis enough , that , ſo 
long as he owned the Authority of that 
See, he muſt needs be troubled in con(ci- 
enceat that Marriage, by which he muſt 
needs incur it, preferring the former A& 
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of a Council under Gregory the II. Pope, 
before a Bull of Jul;xs the IT. Pope, dil 
penſing in an Arathema of the ſaid Coun- 
cil. For. asthe Primitive Canons are to 
be preferred, in Church-Lay, before the 
looſneſs of ſucceeding Ages, being ſtill 
further from the Apoſiles 3 So the At of 
the Council, under the Regular Power of 
the Pope, is to be preferred before a 
Bull 3 which now paſleth without the 
Conliſtory, asthe Popes perſonal Ac, af- 
ter the unlimited abſolute Power of the 
Pope hath takenplace. As for King Ed- 
ward the VI. profeſling the Reformation, 
and proteſting it as he did ; ſo that the 
See of Rome could have no pretenſe of 
correſpendence, without owning it them- 
ſelves 3 there ſucceeds the neceſlity of a 
State of Schiſm, upon the Excommunica- 
tion following 3 The Crime of Schiſmre- 
maining on that ſide that Excommuni- 
cates, for vindicating and reſtoring the 
Faith and the Laws of the Whole Church. 
This being the ſtate of our Caſe : andthe 
Laws of the Whole Church, and the Faith 
thereof; neceſſary to the Title, that muſt 
juſtifie Reformation without the Conſent 
of the Whole 3 Is itnot manifeſt, to all 
Underſtandings, that the Law, by _— 

K this 
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this State is to be Governed, muſt be ſuch 
a Proviſion, as the Laws of the Whole 
Church inable a part of it to make for it 
{elf, inthe Caſe ? And therefore, we muſt 
affirm, asmany of us as would have no 
ſhare in the Schiſm, as to God 3 being 
thus ſecured, that. tothe Church, we are 
not chargeable with it 3 That there1s no- 
thing to hinder ſucha Proviſion, but the 
* miſunderſtanding of them : And that we 
ſee not, what the Conſequence of our own 
Profeflion requires. A reaſon that preſles 
meſo hard, that I do willingly expoſe my | 
{clf to the difpleaſure of all, that ſhall find 
themſelves diſguſted, with this freedom 3 
Only to give my ſelf the ſatisfaction of 
publiſhing it, whatſoever diſpleaſure it 
procure me 5 As being ſatisfied , that 
there 1s no other cure for our preſent 
diſtempers. For gn the firſtplace, it muſt 
be ſaid, that it 1s 5 air totalk of Regular 
Government, by the Canons of the 
Church, without reſtoring the liberty of 
Synqds, to the reſpective Provinces. Not 
as if the Church needed any abatement, 
in the Act of Herry the VIII., which for- 
biddeth making , and perhaps adviſing of 
Canans to be made, without the Aſlent 
of the Crown. But becauſe the World 
knows, 


UMI 


UMI 


which a due Reformation requires. 13 


knows, 1t was the Uſurped Legatine Pow- 
er, that had brought Synods to nothing, 


by Uſurping upon the Ordinary. And 


therefore, it 1s but Juſtice in the Crown, 
finding the Right of Synods, the Subjects 
thereof, Uſurped by the See of Rome 5 
toreſtoreit to the Subjects, upon whom. 
the Uſurpation had been made 5 The Su- 
premacy of the Crown: being ſufficiently 
provided for, by theſaid Act : And, the 
force of all Acts of Synods depending up- 
on the Legiflative Power of the King- 
dom. Inthe next place, it is to no pur- . 


pole, to talk of Reformation in the 


Church , unto Regular Government, 
without reſtoring the Liberty of chulſing 
Biſhops, and the Priviledge of injoying 
them, tothe Synods, Clergy and People 
of each Dioceſe. I ſay not, depriving 
the Crown of the due [yterelt of a Nega- 
tive, to any Perſon to be promoted a Bi- 
ſhop, in any inſtance of his Promotion. 
God forbid it ſhould come into my 
thought. But, the Supremacy being ſo 
provided for , ſo evident is the Right of 
the Synods, Clergy and People, in the 
making of thoſe, of whom they confilt, 
and by whom they are to be governed, 


that I need mark no other Reaſon , for 


Kk I the 
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the neglect of Epiſcopacy, but the negle& 
of it; For the neglect of Cathedral Chur- 
ches,but the neglect, 8& alienation of their 
Office, under and-with their Biſhops. This 
for certain, had not the See of Rome intro- 
duced fo much diſorder, in the creating 
of Biſhops, that we have not yet cured it, 
weſhould have heard of it with both ears, 
from their Advocates. And, if I may cre- 
dit a perſon of unqueſtionable credit , his 
late Majeſty was ſo convinced hereof, 
when he wasat Oxford, that he offered to 
part with it, if a way were ſhewed how 
to do it. As for the tranſlating of Bi- 
ſhops 3 which done, as it 1s, of courſe, 
muſt needs render the Office unfruitful to 
their People 3 Asno man can deny, that 
there ought to be a courſe, for diſpenſing 
in the Canon, for publick good 3 So can- 
not this pretenſe aj publick good cometo 
effect, unleſs it be maintained by the Of- 
fice of Synods, to whom the State of the 
Church vindicates theRight of it. That 
which I ſaid afore, of Appeals, belongs to 
this place. For, what Law canprovide, 
-that, in Cauſes reſerved to the Biſhop, 
parties fhall reſt content always with his 
ſentence ? Or whether can Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes reſort, from him, but tothe yo 
O 
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of the Province ? Again, what Chriſtian 
Kingdom could ever prevent a mixture 
of Cauſes 3 That 1s, a concurrence of In- 
tereſt , between the Soveraign Power, 


-and the Office of the Church 2 Or what 


danger can be imaginable, tothis Crown, 
in doing Right to the Church ; Having 
only 1ts own Subjects to deal with ? Or 
what can be more ready, to receive Ap- 
peals of this Nature, then a Commiſſion 
of Judges, delegate, as well by the Sy- 
nods as by the Crown, for the expedition 
of ſuch Cauſes, in which, the pretenſe of 
the Subject, as well as the Intereſt of Reli- 


gion, may beconcerned ? As for matter 


of Faith 3 Having admitted all that hath 
been decreed within the time of the fix 
truly General Councus ; I dare ſay, that 
there 15nothing, that the See of Roxve can 
charge upon the Socinians , or Anaba- 
ptiſts, or any Sect of our Fanaticks , that 
15not condemned, in the Arians, Pelagi- 
ans, Or other Sets, which the Whole 
Church hath condemned , during that 
time. Sothat there ean be nocauſe, why 
Chriſtianity ſhould not be maintained, by 
the Reformation , during this State of 
Schiſm, but neglecting the true conſe- 
quence of that which we our ſelves pros» 
fels. K 3 CHAP, 


134 Of the Forbearance or Penalties 


CHAP. XXV. 


Two Laws more , neceſſury to the Reſorma- 
tion of the Church. 


"© eſe are the principal points, inthe 
Canons of the Whole Church, 
which the Profeflion of Reforming the 
Church obliges us to reſtore. There are 
two points more, the one concerning the 
People, the other the Inferior Clergy 3 
which, till they be reſtored , ourRetor- 
mation cannot be that which it pretend- 
eth. That all, who ſhall be convitted in 
Law, of capital orinfamous Crimes, ſtand 
Excommunicate 7pſo fa&o, and if Execu- 
tion paſs, be deprived of Chriſtian Burial, 
unleſs they reconcile themſelves to the 
Church 3 Unleſs the I aw make thisgood, 
how ſhould the Kingdom be counted a 
Chriſtian Kingdom ? For, if ſcandalous 
Crimes, that are notorious, be allowed 
Commumonwith the Church, how can it 
be a Church? Convittion, which is the At 
of the Law. making the Crime notorious, 
how can Chriſtianity be protected , and 
the Church not able to renounce them 

that 
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that renounce it by their deeds 2 The im- 
creaſe of fin ſo flagrant in this Nation, 
ſince the War began, makes the neceffity 
of this Law flagrant. I was ſpeaking of 
the Leviathan, that Monſter of a Chriſti- 
an, that with one Book, (allowed by the 
AG of Oblivion, becaufe the Doftrine 
was not damned , when the Perfon was 
pardoned) hath introduced that Deluge 
of Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs , which we 
are ready to be drowned with. Let 
Publick Juftice have the convitting of 
the Blaſphemies which he hath taught , if 
the Church be not in Caſe to bear the 
envy of ſuch a truſt. But toaccount for 
ſach a crime, by a pecuniary mul&, is to 
ſell our Chriſtianity, at the price,at which 
it isdefied. Unleſs Infamy follow, and 


F Excommunication, to bring it'on , fare- 


wel Chriſtianity , which componndeth 


| with Apoſtaſte. The Father of the Sect 


' thinks, I believe, that he hath as good 
* Right tothe Communion, as the reſt of 
His Majeſties Subjects 3 Who, though he 
ſhould profeſs Penitence for his crime, 
could not. be beheved ; having given 
the World warning , that he may be 
bound toſay, and to ſwear, that which he 
dothnot believe. What courſe but this, 
K 4 to 
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to ſuppreſs theVanity of committing Mur- 
ther, underthe name of a Duel ? For, in 
all Common-wealths, where mens memo- 
xy 1s not liable toInfamy, ſin is not out 
of countenance. In that which is Chri- 
ſtian, what can be infamous, if to forfeit 
Communion with- the Church be not ? 
As for Adultery , what puniſhment hath 
this Kingdom left forit > Or how ſhall it 
becounted a Chriſtian Kingdom , having 
none ? Be the tryal of it, as Civil Intereſt 
ſhall require. IF it paſs without Excom- . 
munication, though the Law of the Land | 
lay no hold on it, what can clear the King- 
dom of the expeation of Gods ven- 
geance ? By conſequence hereof, they 
that are convided of Simony in Civil 
Juſtice , muſt remain Irregular, to the 
Church 3 That 1s, though their Ordina- 
tioncan never be void, yet their perſons 
muſt remain incapable of any truſt, which 
their Clergy ſhould make them capable 
of. And why ſnould not the Priviledge 
of their Clergy ceaſe, and they remain 
Excommunicate for ſuch a Crime 2 The 
other Law, concerning the Clergy, 1s the 
confining of every one to one Dioceſe 3 
Which 1sbut the Reſtoring of that Order, 
which the See of Rowe had diſordered , 
on 
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on purpoſe to ingage in the diſorders of 


it , all that they obliged by ſuch Privi- 
ledges. For, the Priviledges reſerved to 
the Crown, Nobility, and Biſhops, where- 
by the abuſe 1sbut diÞblaced , will not be 
conſiderable, in compariſon with the Re- 
formation which it hindreth. It ſeems 
ſtrange to thoſe, that find themſelves In- 
tereſted, that two Benefices with Cure 
ſhould be allowed in one Dioceſe, not in 
ſeveral Dioceſes, thoughat leſs diſtance. 
But the Law cannot be underſtood to 
allow all that it forbids not 3 Becaufe 
there may be Reaſon, why the Publick 
good will not allow the forbidding of 
that, which 1s left to the Conſcience of 
particular perſons. Were all Benefices 
reſtored to that Provifion , which the 
Cures might require, perhaps Priviledges 
of Pluralities might be extinguiſhed. In 
the mean time, 1s it not enough , that, 
whatſoever the Quality be, the Office of 
Prieſt and Deacon is relative to theirRe- 


ſpedtive Biſhops ? that noman canbe an- 


ſwerable to one Biſhop for a Charge , in 
which heisanſwerable to another for the 
ſame ? Which if it hold not in one and 


theſame Dioceſe, theReaſon of the dit- 


ference is both ſufficient and evident. 
Always, 
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Always, the Ground being laid, that the 
Reformation of the Church 1s to be Ru- 
led by the Canons of the Primitive 
Church 3 there can be no more queſtion 
in this, then is in any thing, where the 
Primitive Inſtitution, ts as Viſible, as the 
decay and abufe. But this will princt- 
pally concern Archdeacons, and the Dig- 
mfied Clergy, which are to bear apart in 
the Biſhops Office. For how ſhould they 
be charged with that, which they arc 
not charged to execute ? 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Of Ferbearance, due or not due, in two 
Inſtances. 


Have propoſed a Conference, I have 
& determined , that all is to be tryed by 
the agreement of the Catholick Church 3 
But if we ſtay till the Parties agree to 
that, there muſt be no Conference. What 
have weto overcome this difficulty with ? 
Contidering, how the neceflity of lofing 
all Religion preſtes all Parties, and con- 


fidering how flight the pretenſes of diffa- 


tisfaction at the Act of Uniformity are 3 
though 
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though I cannot depart from my claim, 
that the Reformation cannot duely be 
made, but by and to that Pattern ; yet I 
ſeeit may be laid aſide in the Tryal, not 
ſuppoſing that the Will of God is declared 
by it, But, if the advantage be not allow- 
ed, which the conſent of Chriſtendom 
from the beginning hath, in the judgment 
of common Reaſon, above any Opinion 
of this time, or any Party pretending 
Reformation; what courſe can they hold, 
that have not reaſonable Creatures to 
deal with ? For how can they be count- 
edreaſonable, that prefer their own Rea- 
ſon, before the Reaſon of Chriſtendom ? 
Or how ſhall they diſtinguiſh their pri- 
vate Spirits, from the Enthuſtaſms of Fa- 
naticks, that inſiſt upon thoſe Interpreta- 
tions, and Conſequences of Scripture , 
which, had any man ſeen before them, 
the Church had never been as it hath 
been ? In fine, the Caſe being ſtated , I 
ſee no caule, to apprehend any obſtinacy 
in the Parties, to prefer any faction, or 
partiality , before Reaſon fo manifeſted, 
and fo concerning the common Chriſtia- 
nity. I will inſiſt upon two Inſtances. All 
the World knows, that one of the abuſes, 
which made the neceflity of — 
molt . 
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moſt appear, was that of private Maſſes ; 
where the Euchariſt was celebrated, and 
the people did not communicate. _-It is 
.as well known, that the Reformation ac- 
cording to Caluin contents it ſelf with four 
Communions a year 3 but no Aſſembly 
without Preaching. The Church of 
Emeland hath aimed at the Communion 
every Lords-day and Holy-day 3 at Ser- 
mons, as frequent as canbe had, ſo as to 
maintain the reverence due to Religion, 
to Preaching, and to the Church. What 
queſtion can there be in Religion, that 
the Euchariſt is the principal Office ofRe- 
Iigious Aſſemblies 2 What pretenſe of 
Reformation, inreſtoring Preaching , by 
filencipg the Euchariſt ? It will be ſaid, 
that there is fear of prophaning ſo Reli- 
gious an Office. But where is Reforma- 
tion, 1f it make not the people fit for it ? 
The Papiſts ſay 5 Private Maſles are not 
commanded ; they would have the peo- 
ple communicate, and incourage them to 
it. But what do they do to bring them 
to.it > Surely more then they do, that 
filence the Euchariſt for the Sermon 3 
That are not contented, till ſo much 
Preaching be commanded , that they 
know the Euchariſt muſt be ſilenced, 

Let 
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Let them think what abilities are requi- 
ſite, to maintain ſo frequent Preaching ,. 
that there ſhall be notime for the Eucha- 
riſt ; Let them think of the Scandals, 
that muſt needs fall out, for want of due 
abilities 3 and they will find cauſe , I 
doubt not, to prefer the Whole Church, 
before a late Party : and abate the Ser- 
mon, to reſtore the Euchariſt. Eſpeci- 
ally, ſeeing the Law of this Land muſt be 
changed, to bear out what others have 
done 3 though it 1s manifeſt , they never 
gave any reaſon for it. They will ſee 
cauſe to think , that the beſt Preaching 1s 
that which may fit thepeople for the Eu- 
chariſt 3 by to the Covenant 
of Baptiſm, and the importance of daily 
renewing andreſtoring it, by Communi- 
on in the Euchariſt. The other Inſtance 
ſhall be the Pſalms ; that are ſung in Ca- 
thedral Churches, but allowed to be read 
where theres not company to ſing them. 
For it isplain enough; what excuſes are 
made, and what indeayours uſed, to fi- 
lence this part of Gods Service : and to 
turn the Pſalms 3 which this Church,with 
the Whole Church, appointeth for devo- 
tion 5 into Leſſons of Inſtruction only. 
Hence all the Plea againſt the Old Tran(- 
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lation with points 3 all the indeavors to 
crowd in the Pſalms in Rhime , inſtead 
of the Pſalter ., and all uſe which the 
Church hath always made of it. ; But, 
did not partiality and faction prevail over 
thatReaſon, which all Chriſtendom be- 
fore the Reformation hath always owned, 
there could be noqueſtion of ufing the 
Pſalter of David, for an Inſtrument to 
tune the devotion of Chriſtian people, 
by 3 transforming the expreſſions of Da- 
vid unto our Lord Chriſt, mm the firſt 
place; and, according to the Figure of 
Chriſt, to the Whole Church firſt, and 
then to every particular member of it. 
He that hath learnt this from the Whole 
Church, will never think it reaſon, to put 
this part of Gods Service to ſilence, who- 
ſoever they be, that deſire or deſign tt. 
Hew1ll rather indeavour, to reduce the 
ſinging of them into Pariſh Churches 3 
being evidently ſo much eaſter, then the 
ſinging of the Pſalmsin Rhime. But how- 
ſoever, retain the reading of them by 
Antiphones, and not qnerch the Spirit of 
God, which breatheth forth that transfor- 
mation whereof I ſpake. Having thus 
mſtanced, I will not propoſe the Ground, 
upon which I maintain, that all Reforma- 
© tion 
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tion 1s to proceed, for the condition of 
the Conference which I propole. I will 
think it a point of that Forbearance., which 
S. Paul commandeth the Romans , not to 


' inſfiſtupon thoſe terms, which the Autho- 


rity of the Apoſtles doth inforce. Be- 
cauſe T ſee him, not inſiſt upon the Autho- 
rity of an Apoſtle, with them 3 but, ha- 
ving infallibly proved his ground, of Ju- 
ſtification by Faith alone , forbear the 
conſequence of it 5 charging the Ro- 
mans, to hold that indifferent, whatſoever 
his Authority, ſo grounded, declareth 
ſuch; yet charging them to forbear thoſe, 
that, for all his Authority and Reaſons; 
underſtood it not. For, I believe verily, 
that his reaſon and mineis the very ſame-3 
Namely, to keep both Parties inthe Uni- 


ty. of one Church, a Member of the 


Whole 3 Hoping that, by Gods bleſſing, 
upon the advantages, which the commu- 
nication of the Faithful oge with another, 
and with their Clergy affordeth , thoſe 
that are now moſt keenly ſet againſt theſe 
little things.that are excepted at intheA& 
of Uniformity, may, by that condeſcen- 
ſion, which the Intereſt of Chriſtiattity 
obliges all Parties to, come tounderſtand 
the only Principle of Reformation and 
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Linity both 3 The Authority of the Ca- 
tholick Church, inall things not determi- 
nedby Gods Law, which 1s only the Goſ- 
pel under this time of Chriſtianity. And 
I ſet before them, to that purpole, the 
example of the Jews; Who, for all the 
Forbearance commanded by S. Paul, ha- 
ving ſtopped their ears, at all his charms 3 
with the Unity of the Church , have for- 
feited the Faith, hitherto irrecoverably, 
For, being fully perſwaded , that with- 
out this Principle, it 1snot poſlible, either 
for this Church , or for any part of the 
Reformation, long to ſubſiſt 3 Can I fear 
any leſs, then the utter loſs of Religion, 
for my deareſt Country , and for the 
dearer Church of God in it ? 


CHAP. XXVII. 


How Recuſants may, or may not be puniſhed 
as Idolaters. 


this Poſition makes competent to thoſe, 

t refuſe the Reformation thus limited. 

A thingeaſie for me todo, having decla- 
red the Ground, upon which the refuſing 


Te remains that I ſay, what Penalties 
t 


of 
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of Chriſtianity 1s puniſhable 3 Which 


the Reformation, hitherto, hath not been 
able to do. The Poſition of puniſhing 
Hereticks capitally is generally decryed 
by them 3 And yet we lee Servetus and 
Gentilis pat to death, at Geneva and Bern ; 
and others elſewhere. If, becauſe ſen- 
tenced for Hereticks by them that put 
them to death 5 Why ſhould not the 
Powers that adhere to the Church of 


' Rome execute the Sentence thereaf, upon 


thoſe whom they pronounce Hereticks ? 
It, becauſe ſo ſentenced by the Primitive 
Church, in which we both agree 3 Why 


 owne we not. the Primitive Church in 


the reſt, as well as in that ? IF, becauſe 
they that gave the Sentence are compe- 
tent Judges in Religion 3 What remains, 
þut that contrary Sentences be executed 
by the Sword, andReligion be no other- 
wiſe judged? But, ſuppoſing Religion, 


arid the Church, and the ſenſe of the Scri- 


pture Viſible, ſo far as the preſerving of 
Unity requires 3 Chriſtian Powers muſt 
both protect Subjects in their Civil, as 
well as natural being, though not true 
Chriſtians 3 and yet puniſh them for not 


| being true Chriſtians. Only , if they 


pretend freedom from Allegiance, by 
7 L Chri- 
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Chriſtiamity , ( and we know it 1s falſe 
Chriſtianity that ſopretends) there will 
bealſo fit time to declare, why they may 
be capitally puniſhed. But thoſe who 
declare the Pope Antichriſt, and the Pa- 
piſts Idolaters in. the exerciſe of their 
Religion, havenot declared, what Penal- 
ty 15 competent to their Idolatry. And 
yet, till that be cleared, we are in the 
clouds. This difficulty , I find my felf 
able to look inthe face, without ever dil- 
puting, whether the Papiſts, by their 
Religion, are bound to-commit Idolatry, 
ornot. The Law of Aoſes, indeed, ſeems 
to ſhew, that, by the Law of Nature, 
[dolaters may be put to death, for their 
[dolatry. . For, there 1sno appearance, 
that the Law of God would have injoyn- 
ed that, which the Law of Nature allows 
not.Butthe Caſe is otherwiſe under Chri- 
ſtianity , then under the Law of Moſes. 
The people of Tſrael held the Land of 
Promiſe, upon Condition, not to ſuffer 
any. other God to be worſhipped within 
the Bounds of it, but the true God, that 
gave it them upon thoſe terms.. There- 
fore they committed a forfeit, whenſo- 
ever they ſuffered Idolatry in it. But 
the Goſpel was preached to the Roman 
Empire, 
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Empire, conſiſting of two Religions , of 
Jews and Gentiles; Maintaining the State 
of the World upon the ſame terms which 
it found 3 ſaving that, which, if they 
imbraced the Faith, they muſt voluntari- 
ly change. When therefore the Sove- 
raign Power of the Empire came to pro- 
fels the Faith 3 (and thereupon, an obli- 
pation to maintain and propagate it , by 
all means, which the Right of Soveraign 
Power furniſhes) they could not anſwer 
God, for the right uſe of their Power , 
uſing any other means, then the Intereſt 
of Chriſtianity allows. They might 
have confiſcated Eſtates, where they 
might have taken away lives 5 But that- 
would have made the meekneſs. which 
Chriſtianity pretendeth , to appear that 
Hypocrifie of our Sects3 Who are always 
humble, always for Toleration, till they 
Set the Power intotheir ownhands. To 
wt up the Temples of Idols, and to for- 
bid Sacrifices, was no more then to ſup- 
preſs that Sacriledge, which the light and 
Law of Nature diſcovereth. If any of 
the Imperial Laws make it death to facri- 
fice 3 it 1s to be underſtood, upon preſum- 
ption, that thoſe Sacrifices were Inquiries 
into the life of the Prince, or of their 
L 2 __ Enemic$, 
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enemies. To conſtraiathem to be Chri- 
ftians by Penalties, had been to make 
them counterfeit Chriſtians. Beſides, the 
Nations that bordered upon the Empire 
were all Idolaters 3 And Chriſtiamity 
pretended toconvert them, as well as the 
Empire. If the Emperors had puniſhed 
their Subjects, being Gentiles, for being 
Idolaters , muſt not the Neighbour Na- 
tions have perſecuted the Chriſtians, 
thegr Subjects, for being Chriſtians? The 

reaſon of the difference between the Law 
and the Goſpel,in this behalf, 1s that which 
S. Auſtin giveth, why the Law of Moſes 
voids the Marriages of Jews with Gen- 
tiles 3 Whereas S. Paul adviſes thoſe that 
tzraed Chriſtians, being married to Ido- 
laters, to continue in Wedlock with 
them, deſiring 1t. S. Arſtzrs reaſon 1s this 5 
That the Law, tendring only temporal 
promiſes expreſly,(which Gentiles as well 
as Jews, might & did njoy in this world) 
thought it too hard a temptation, to truſt 
a Jew in Wedlock with a Gentile 3 by 
whom, he might be in danger to be ſedu- 
ced, to proſperous Idolatry. Whereas 
Chriſtiamty,. upon the advantage of the 
world tocome, allured by the Preaching 
of our Lord and his Apoltles, —_—_—__ 
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all other Religions, as unaþleto refift it, 
when it 1s performed as well asprofetied. 
So that to ſuffer Idolaters, in converſing 
with Chriſtians, was but the allowing of 
opportunity, for the converting of Idola- 
ters. I think Þ have cauſe to make this 
an argument ad hominem, that our Seta- 
ries themſelves cannot , nor do require 
the Penalty of Idolatry , by 22ſes Law, 
upon Papiſts. They that remember the 
time, when the lite Q. Mother of Royal 
memory came over,do know, what infufi- 
ons the Pulpits then made, into the minds 
of the people, of the curſe of God hang- 
ing upon the Nation, for His Majeſties 
Marriage. T he pretenſe was wholly, upon 
the Law of Moſes; Which , as I have 
ſhewed, is not to the purpoſe among 
Chriſtians. Burt indeed, thoſe prognoſtt- 
cations were no other, then the Prophe- 
fies of the Devils Oracles, among the 
Gentiles 3 Forctelling the miſchiefs , 
which they intended or defired to do 
themſelves. This being a ſufficient rea- 
ſon, why the ſame pretenſe 1s not now on 
foot, becauſe it cannot beplanſible, after 
ſo dear experience of the n':{chick it tends 
to 3 Ithink Tam to take advantage of it, 
in- behalf of Truth and Juſtice 3 That 
I. > 
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no Party can pretend, the Penalty of 
Moſes Law tolye,in our Caſe Suppoling, 
not granting the Papiſts to be Idolaters, 
according to Moſes Law. And is not the 
Caſe the ſame, between the Reformation 
and the See of Rowe ? At leaſt it is ſo, 1f 
the Reformation be that which it pre- 
tendeth. For then, the advantage muſt 
needs beſo Viſible, that to allow conver- 
ſation between the Profeſlions that are at 
ſuch diſtance, is but to allow the means of 
bringing all PopiſhRecuſants to Churchz 
when the Reformation 1s that , which it 
pretendeth. I grant that it falls out to be 
otherwiſe, in our experience. For, they 
that are converted to the See of Koxze. at 
this time, are converted by this miſcarri- 


age, that they venture themſelves into 


diſpute with thoſe , which they are not 
able to deal with. But the miſcarriage 
is accidental 3 Becauſe of the Diviſions 


within our ſelves 3 ariſing from hence, 


that our Reformation owneth not the 
Bounds which it requireth. For, by this 
means, the Clergy of this Church is in 
contempt with their Flock 3 and private 
Chriſtians venture themſelves into diſ- 
pute with Recuſants, ( that is, with their 


Prieſts ) without truſting their Paſtors, 
or 
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or acquainting them with what they do. 
Which if they did do, in due time , ſuch 
occaſions would be opportunities of re- 
ducing Recuſants to Church. Beſides, 
to purſue the Idojiatry of the See of Rowe, 
(ſuppoſing, not granting thar fo it is)what 
would it be , but to draw the Sword on 
both ſides, to try the quarrel of Religion 
with? And therefore Soveraign Powers 


- cannot give God account, that they uſe 


the Right he gives themover Papiſts their 
Subjeds, purſuing them to the Penalty of 
Moſes Law, as Idolaters. There 1s ano- 
ther reaſon for the ſame , that appears 
now and then, in the diſputes of them, 
that maintain the Religion of the See of 
Rome to be Idolazens. For, they have 
many times found themſelves obliged to 
grant, that their Idolatry is another kind 
of TIdolatry, then that which is prohibited, 
and puniſhed with death, by the Law of 
Aoſes, And if fo, it muſt be another 
kind of Penalty, that belongs toit. Now 


, I ſuppoſe S. Paul ſays true, that Covetouſ* 


eſs 3s 1dolatry, and that, there be thoſe 
that make their Belly their God. And 
whoſoever underſtands the difference 
between the Old and the New Teſta- 
ment , will allow, that S. Hjerom,under- 
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ſtood it 3 Who, in his Commentaries upon 
the Prophets, makes all that they, the 
Prophets ſay , againſt the Idolatry of the 
ten Tribes, to belong to the Hereſies 
and Schiſms of Chriſtians; and, all Here- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks to be Idolaters, in 
the myſtical ſenſe of the CId Teframent, 
under the New. Whichis no more, then 
our Lord ſays of the Samaritans 3 That - 
they worſhipped they knew not what 3 At 
ſuch time when it was well - enough 
known. that the Samaritans were no Ido- 
laters 3 worſhipping the only true God of 
Iſracl. For certainly, though all Super- 
{tition be not Idolatry, yet all Idolatry 1s 
Superſtition 3 Becauſethe chief of Super- ' 
{titions 1s Idolatry. All Superſtitions 
ſtand upon the ſame ground as Idolatry, 
and aimat the ſame mark. Man is ſenſi- 
ble, by that Conſcience, which the light 
of Nature creates, that one true Godi1s to 
be worſhipped 3 And that as himſelf ſhall 
require, not as his Creature is willing to 
allow. And being therefore ſenſible, 
that Concupiſcence allows him not that 
Service, which Conſcience requires, they 
are willing to pay him in Coin of their . 
own ſtamping 3 Utſurping the Prero- 
_gative of his Soveraignty , even In that, 
wy whereby 
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whereby they pretend to pay their Alle- 
giance. Is thereany other ſourſe of Ido- 
Jatry but this ? For, is it not reaſonable 
to think, that men can ſatisfie themſelves, 
and put off the Gods they have made 
themſelves, with that, which the jealous 
God, the true God will not be ſerved 
with ? And therefore, Religion teaches, 
that Idolatry is the Werthip of the Devil. 
Not only, becauſe he teaches it 3 But be- 
cauſe he holds the Opinion of a God, by 
correſponding with Idolaters in their Ido- 
latries. And what is all Superſtition, 
but redeeming the Service of God in 
Spirit and Truth, by the ſervice of our 
Bodies or Eſtates 3 which may be done, 
when the inward man is not ſubje& to - 
God 2? Suchare the Invocationf of Saints, 
the Worſhipping of their Reliques and 
Images, the Pilgrimages and Indulgences 
commended or commanded by the See 


of Rome 3 And ſuch they may be owned to 
- be, by him that dare not undertake them 


to. be that Idolatry, that was puniſhable 
with death by the Law of ſes. And 
being ſuch, 1t will be puniſhable in all, 


who, for an undue reſpectto the See of 
Rome, will not have their fellow-ſubjeds 


freed from ſuperſtitious cuſtoms 3 Nor 
obey 
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obey the Laws of theis Country , that 
give them this freedom. But if this be 
the dueReaſon, for which it is puniſh- 
able 3 the ſame Reaſon will render them 
puniſhable, who think they ſerve God, 
by running into Conventicles , in deſpite 
of the Laws of God and their Country. 
For, what 1s that, but a pretenſe of pay- 
ing the debt of Religion, which Chriſtia- 
nity makes due to God, by worſhipping 
an Idol of their own ſetting up ? That 1s, 
as I ſaid afore, by worſhipping God ac- 
cording to an Imagination of their own 
ereting 3 and not according to that, 
which the common Chriſtianity requires. 
And thus I am come to the Conclufion , 
which I intended , without diſputing, 
whether or no, the Papiſts, by their Re- 
ligion, do exerciſe that Idolatry , which 
1s puniſhable by death in A&ſes Law. For 
if capital Penalty lye.not in our Caſe ; If 
It be agreed upon, that wy are puniſh- 
able upon the ſame Ground, for which 
the other fort of Recuſants are puniſh- 
able 3 thenis the way clear before me, to 
proceed to declare, what Penalties, both 
ſorts of Recuſants are to be, or may be 
puniſhed with : Suppoſing our Reforma- 
tian confined within thoſe Bounds, Ry 

the 
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the Faith and the Laws of the Catholick 
Church either determine or allow. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


All that take Arms againſt the Soveraign. to 
Reform Religion, may be liable to Capital 


Puniſhment. 


Ut if the Papiſts cannot be liable to 
capital puniſhment, as Idolaters , 
neither can they be liable ta it , as limbs 
of Antichriſt, The name of Antichriſt 
1s a challenge of Soveraign Power 3 Be- 
cauſe the name of Chriſt 1s {03 Signifyin 
a Princeanda Prophet, raiſed and fetle 
by Gods immediate Word , which 1s the 
Soveraign Title. For Antichriſt can ſig- 
nifie nothing, but a counterfeit Chriſt ; 
One that- pretends to be Chriſt, and is 


not 3 Our Lord Chriſt being the Meſſtas, 


which the Fathers and Prophets from the 
beginning expected. But the Soveraign- 
ty of Chriſt is declared by himſelf, to be 
ameer Spiritual Soveraignty 3 which all 
the Jews, even the Apoſtles before our 
Lords death , expected to be a tempo- 


ral Kingdom. And therefore , whoſo- 
-EVET 
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ſoever it is, that groundeth Soveraignty 
upon Chriſtianity , though he be not 
Antichriſt for that, yet is he the enemy of 
all Chriſtian States, for it. And ſo are 
the Subjects of all Chriſtian States , that 
think themſelves free 'of their Allegiance 
to Princes, or States, Excommunicated 
by the Pope. And upon this account, I 
deny not, that Papiſts may become liable 
to capital puniſhment, or to baniſhment 
with confiſcation 3 Which ſeems to be, 

of the two, the greater puniſhment. But 
this, neither common to all Papiſts, nor 
proper to Papiſts alone. For, that this 
15 not the Faith of all Papiſts, I need no 
more, then the diſtance between the Se- 
cular Prieſts and the Jeſuits here, to 
prove. And that. it 1s not proper to Pa- 
piſts alone, I need no more, then the 
Scottiſh Covenant, and the troubles of the 
three Kingdoms uponit, to prove. And 
therefore, it 15a thing abſolutely neceſla- 
ry, to make thoſe Penalties juſt , which 
the Laws inflict upon the Papiſts 3 that 
they diſtinguiſh berween the Caufe of 
Religion, commonto all, and the Cauſe 
of them, that make it a point of Religion, 
to violate their Allegiance,to a Soveraign 


depoſed by the Pope. Nay it will be 


neceſla- 
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neceſſary, in point of Juſtice, to impole 
the ſame Penalties, upon all of all Reli- 
gjons, that may think themſelves dif- 
charged of their Allegiance, upon any 
account of Religion whatſoever. It 18 
manifeſt, that they who take Arms againſt 
their Soveraign, toreformReligion, do 
ground themſelves upon the Title of 
Religion, and think themſelves tyed by 
their Chriſtianity to do it 3 As they who 
take Arms againſt their Prince, depoſed 
by the Pope, think themſelves tyed in 
Chriſtianity, to execute his Sentence. 
Thoſe whom the people follow , in re- 
forming Religion againſt the will of their 
Soveraign 3 Thoſe they make as much 
Judges , in reforming Religion , as the 
other do the Pope. And all that refuſe 
to ſecure their Soveraign by Oath, that 
they will neither lead nor follow any man, 
in reforming Religion, without his Au- 
thority, deſerve to be out of the proteQi- 


- on of that Sword, which he weareth not in 
vain. They fall into the Caſe of the 


Jews, expecting the Meſlias 3 For , when 
they imagine ,'thathe 1scome , they will 


think themſelves diſpenſed with, by their 


Religion, for any Bond of Allegiance.But 
Chriſtian Princes and States are not hy - 
) 
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ſofarasI know, to think themſelves ſe- 
cured by the Oath of Jews. Let this be 
a difference, which they make between 
Jews and Cbriſtians, to take the Oath of 
their Chriſtian Subjects, for ſecurity of 
_ their Allegiance 3 Becauſe true Chriſtia- 
nity obliges all good Chriſtians, ' to bear 
Allegiance totheir Soveraigns, not. tobe 
F diſpenſed with', upon any account of 
Chriſtianity 3 Notwithſtanding we ſee, 
that there are thoſe, that count theme 
ſelves the beſt Chriſtians, that do think 
themſelves diſpenſed with in their Alle- 
glance, upon ens and ſeveral accounts 
of their Chriſtianity. But let this King-. 
dom, having had tryal of contrary pre- 
tenſes, think it ſelf bound, to declare the 
ſame Penalties, againſt the ſame Crimes 3 
Andable to impoſe the utmoſt Penalties, 
upon all that ſhall refuſe, to ſecure their 
Soveraign by Oath, of their Allegiance. 
And lince the allowance, which the Law 
makes, in underſtanding the Oath of 
Supremacy , evidences, that it may be 
underſtood, in a ſenſeoffenſive, in point 
of Religion 3 let it be thought time, to 
antiquate the old , and to inact a new 
form, that may tye all Subjects as Sub- 
jets, without pretenſe of offending any 
Religion, 
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Religions by condemning all Religions, 


_ that makedifficulty to undertake it, for 


irrehgious. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


what Penalties the ProteFion of Religion 
requires. - 


Ow I am to ſay, how far Chriſtian 

Powers areto puniſh Hereticksand 
Schiſmaticks. For. it is too late for me 
to ſay, that they may puniſh their Con- 
venticles, having declared the reaſon , 
why wy may do it 3 And being now 
only to draw the conſequence of that 
reaſon, how far they are to do, or may 


do it. Here, I mult firſt maryel at-our 


Independents 3 ſome of whom have diſ- 


puted, in very good earneſt, that it is not 


lawful, for Civil Powers, to impoſe Pe- 
nalties upon Religion. Whereas the 
World knows, that there never was. any 
ſuch Religion in the World, as that of 
Independents, before the planting of 
New England. And that fince, thoſe that 
framed IndependentCongregations there, 
upon a Covenant, whereby they re- 
nounce 
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nounce Ore NS Church, and One 
Baptiſm for Remiſſuon of Sins 5 have not 
Shed "u. noxdtr and put Qua- 
kers to death 5 But have impoſed a Pe- 
nalty of five {mllings a Lords-day , upon 
all that come not to hear their Sermons. 
For, though this Penalty is not ſtrictly 
exacted at preſent, yet it Iyes at preſent. 
Whereby, the greater -part of His Ma- 
jeſties Subjects in that Plantation, are not 
only hindred, from exerciſing the Reli- 
gion 1njoyned by the Laws of this King- 
dom 3 But alſo. their Children dye: un- 
baptized,. themſelves live. and dye with- 


out the Communion of [the Euchariſt, 


and, in fine, their Souls are murthered, by 
this Tyranny oftheir miſbelieving fellow- 
Subjects. Whether all this. by their Fa- 


tent, or by. VUſarpatior, I leave to. thoſe 


that may redreſsit, to judge. But, if the 
Prote&ion of Religion , and: of the 
Church lye, in maintaining thoſe Rights, 
which the Soveraign Power finds the 
Church poſſeſt of, whenit undertakes the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 3 And all the 
Right of the Church, ( which it hath, by 
the meercanſent of thoſe that voluntarily 
undertake Chriſtianity ) reſolves into 
Excommunication 3. Then 1s not the 

Church 
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Church proteded in the Rights of it, by 
Chriſtian Powers, unleſs their Laws ins 
able the Excommunication of the-Church 
to lay hold on all their Subjeas. Nor 
can any inconvenience follow hereupon 3 
Becauſe the Excommunication of - the 
Church, when it is protected by the Ci- 
vil Power, can never proceed, but upon 
Cauſes which the Law allows. Now ; 
there are two forts of Excammunicate 
perſons, according to the Premiſes3 One 
are they that Excommunicate themſelves 5 
the other, they that are Excommunica: 
ted by the Church. For, though they 
Excommunicate themſelyes, yet, be- 
cauſe they are tobe avoided by the Flock; 
from whence they depart, when they Ex 


communicate themſelves, they are to be 


held, as if they were. Excommunicate by 
the Church. Now, if they who thus 
Excommunicate themſelyes ſhould be 
under no Penalty of Civil Power , for 46 
doing, I would fain know, what that 
Protection, which Chriſtian Powers muſt 
needs owne, to the Chriſtianity which 
themſelves profeſs, can avail jt. For,if 
the Church Excommunicate thoſe that 
perform not the Chriſtianity which they 
profeſs, and the i” HODIT free 
| ro 
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to runinto the Conventicles of thoſe that 
Excommunicate themſelves;whowill care 
for performing the Chriſtianity which he 
profeſletly > Or how ſhall the Church and 
Religion ſubſift, when'no man need to 
care for performing -the Chriſtianity 
which he profefſeth > This is the danger . 
which .is come ſo near , to- bring this 
' Church to-nothing; ar this- time. On 
the one ſide, all PapiſtsExcommiunicate 
themfelves, on'the'other fide; all that run 
mto Conventictes. ” The Papiſts ; we all 
know , ''are- under Penalties grievous 
enough 3,If we ſpeak of that part, which 
doth not 'decline their Allegiance. As 
for thoſe that do'\, T have already ſet the 
conſideration' of them aſide. - And yet 
there is this Apology , for the ſeverity of 
thoſe Laws 3 That they do take off the 
Penalty -of ' perpetual. 1mpriſonment , 
which by the Ancient Laws of the King- 
dom, introduced under the Papacy , lyes 
againſt all thatare Excommtnicate 3 And 
therefore 1s to lye, againſt all that Ex- 
communicate: themſelves. ' If there be a 
reaſon, why ſuch ſevere Laws ſhonld be 
inforce agamſt them, can-afiy; that wears 
the face ofa man; ſay, why the other fort 
of: Recuſants i ſhould- be \ free'froin'call 
(1 . Penalties ? 
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Penalties ? I think the World is ſenſible 
hereof, in the ſuſpenſion of the Penal 
Laws againſt the Recuſantsz Which, 
under his late Majeſty, was charged with 
{uch violent jealouſies : and now paſles 
without diſcontent, becauſe there is nei- 
ther conſcience nor ſhame. to levy thoſe 
Penalties upon them, and none uponthe 
Conventicles. In the mean o_ Atheiſm, 
Prophaneneſs, Blaſphemy, Apoſtaſie, Hereſle 
ſhelter Cd, ug Fw 
of the Church, which the Laws'prote& 3 
and will needs be of that Religion, which 
they may profeſs, and need not perform, 
And, how long this Church can continue 
this Church, upon thoſe terms , let thoſe 
judge, whom 1t concerns. My bulineſs 
1s only this 3 That, if thoſe that Excom- 
municate themſelves be under no Penal- 
ty, thoſe that are Excommunicate by the 
Church need notcare, that they are Ex- 
communicate. | And ſo the Church is not 
protected, becauſe the Excommunication 
of the Church 1snotinforce 3 That 1s, 1t 
3s no. Penalty to be Excommunicate, - to 
all that canthinh,it 35 none. And;there- 

Fore, unleſs itdraw:a; Penalty of this World 
cafter it 3 that all -may have occaſion to 
avoid thePenalty of the World to come, 
Ho M 2 by 


\ qu 
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by avoiding the Penalty of this World 3 
the Church 1s-not protected. It may be 
thought, that the Church is protected 
nevertheleſs, by the Priviledge of recei- 
ving the Tyths, of thoſe that decline it, 
and of the Truſt it manages, of diſpenſing | 
Church-goods. And this is, indeed, 
part of the Penalty, by which they re- 
deem their Recuſancy 3 In as much, as 
they are put to maintain the Religion 
which they invent 3 Church-goods, 
though they be Publick goods, yet, being 
originally affefted to the maintenance of 
that Church, which the Law protecteth. 
But that, being a Penalty of their own 
choice, ſatisfies not the Prote&tion of the 
Religion which the Kingdom profeſleth 5 

- until the Law make it a d;ſerace, and a 
degree of Infamy, to ſtand Excommuni- 
cate, whether by themſelves, or by the 
Church. And, ſeeing all Diſcipline,'even 
that of the Clergy , ends in Excommuni- 
cation'3 To maintain theRevenue, and 
let go' Diſcipline, would be, to ſell Reli- 
e709 for the Revenue of the Church. For 
'what/would this be, but a tempting of the 
debauched, into: the Service of the 
Church, when there'ts no Diſcipline, to 
reſtraiatheir debauckes? gs payer | 

| = 0 
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of this time ſhew this to be a Perſecution, 
which the Se&s of the time bring upon the 


Church. For, Diſcipline is releaſed, for 


fear to ſtir, and for hope to gain SeCtariesz 
and the fault is laid uponthe Clergy, that 
{uffer 1n the releaſing of Diſcipline. But 
Chriſtian Powers are bound, not only 
not to perſecute the Church themſelves, 
but not to ſuffer Secs to perſecute it. 
And to avoid trouble, by releaſing Dif- 
cipline, may be the way to find it, in 
the means of avoiding it. Certainly, till 
Excommunication (which is the zt-zoſt 
reſort of allDiſcipline)be in force,we can- 
not ſay we havea Church 3: but only, be- 
cauſe we have Laws, by which it ought 
tobe in force 3 And becauſe we hope to 
have Laws, by which it will be 1n force. 
Men may amuſe themſelves, with the in- 
ſtance of the United Provinces; which , 
they ſay, flouriſh in trade and riches; by 
maintaining all Religions. But the que- 


ſtion is of Religion, not of Trade, nor 
Riches: If it could be ſaid , that their 
Religion is improved, with their Trade, 
.the example were confiderable. But, 
they that would reſtore and improve the 


Religion, that flouriſhed in England 


thirty years ago, muſt not take up with 
M 


3 the 
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the baſe Alloy of that which is ſeenin the 
United Provinces. Nor 1s this a reproach 
tothem, but a truth of Gods Word 3 that 
Religion and Trade cannot be both at 
once at the height. Beſides, there is a 
Religion of the State in the United Provin- 
ces: and other Religions are tolerated 
there, becauſe they were in being before 
the State was ſetled, or contributed tothe 
ſetling of it, upon expectation of being 
toleratedim'their Religions, when it ſhould 
be (etled. ' But when the United Provin- 
ces were in danger to break in pieces, 
upon a Diſpute in Religion, in the year 
T618. -and when the point -of Religion 
was decided: by the point of that Sword, 
which inahled the $rztes General to give 
'Law to. the States of Holland ; Let him, 
that now may fee more Aprons then 
Clokes come from their Arminian Con- 
gregations, tell me', whether the point 


were decided by a Penalty, or not. But 


let him tell me alſo, whether it had not 
been better, to have decided 1t no fur- 
ther, then the Catholick Church had de- 
cided it 5 then to indanger the Refor- 
mation, (as now it is in danger, by admit- 
ting the Socinians into Communion with 


the Arminians) in caſe the Penalty ſhould 
prove. 
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proye inſufficient.: As for the Diſcourſes, 
that threaten thetranſporting of Eſtates, 
upon Penalties for Religion 3, and, that 
would incourage ſtrangers to plant and. 
improve Trade here 3 Who knows not, 
that the Conventicles now Uſurped were 


firſt erected by the late War ? And there- 


fore muſt be preſumed to cheriſh the pre- 
tenſe of it. And how eafie is it , for 
thoſe that inaQ Penalties for Religion, to 
provide, that it be for nomanseaſe, to 
declare himſelf an exemy to his Country ? 
Nor let any man think, that ſtrangers are 
atiected in Religion, as thoſe at home 
are 5 who pretend, by Religion , to give 
Law totheir Country. The diſſenſions on 
foot among us may well diſcourage them 
from planting among us , to improve 
Trade with us. The improving of the 
Fo Foonnprion, and the ſetling of it, would 
be but an incouragement to them, to pals 
by thoſe frivolous pretenſes, which carry 
us to theſe frantick diſtances. In the 
mean time, be it conſidered , that Inde- 


.pendency, which was nat 3 rerun naturs 
at the planting of New Exgland, being 
- onceſetled there, by the pretenſe which 


their Patent or Patents gave, became ſo 


4ryizful, that within twenty years, they 
M 4. were 
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were able to cut off their Prince. For., 
all that love truth muſt acknowledge, 
that they were Independents that- did 
that horrible At. And then confider , 
how you would hope: to have it re- 


ſtrained , if S: Paxls precept of avoiding. 


Seftaries that Excommunicate themſelves 
benot in force, by Canonical Penalties, 
upon: them that are to avezd; And by 
temporal Penalties , upon them that are 
to be avoided. : For, converſing together, 
otherwiſe then for Trade and Commerce, 
experience ſhews , that infection 1s un- 


avoidable. And therefore the Prote-- 


crion, which the Kingdom owes the Reli- 
gion which it profeſieth , necefJarily re- 
quires, notonly, that itbe maintainedin 
that Plantation 3; But that it be maintain- 
ed, at the Charge of the $chiſmaticks in '\t- 
For, as that is the proper Penalty , for 
them to redeem their Recuſancy with 3, 
So 1s It the Juſtice, which they owe their 
fellow-Subjedts, whom they have hither- 
to kept in that Agyptian Bondage. © And 
this Reaſon will extend the fame obliga- 
tion, to all other Plantations and'Reft- 
dences of Engliſh z To wit, that," if 
they beſuffered tolive in 4nother Relig!- 
on there, account may be takenof them 
| | here, 
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here, thatthey be not admritted to Commu-r 
77101 here, without renouncing that which 
they lived in there. That they be not 
ſuffered there, without maintaining the 
Religion profefſed here. It extends alſo 
to French and Dutch, and all Forrei 
Churches, that, for Trade, or otherwilth 
may be allowed to plant here. For, 
either they hold Communion with this 
Church, or not. If not. it muſt be Pe- 


. nal, both for thoſe of this Church, to 


Communicate with them , and foythem, 


.to_admit_thoſe_of this Church. If ſo, 


yet, ſolong as there is cauſe of jealouſie, 
there muſt be. proviſion , that neither 
Church be declined, upon any pretenſe 
of ſuch jealonfie. I will here add one 
thing, before Imake an end ; Becauſe it 
may be demanded, how the Law of the 
Land may make Excommunication turn 
to diſerace , and to ſome degree of 1»fa- 
2159. The anſwer is 3 Let the Law of 
the Land provide, that no man may have 
Chriſtian Burial, (that is, be buried in 
Conſecrate ground, and with the Office of 


the Church ) but he whom his Curate 
knows to have received the Communion 


within the year 3 And, I believe, the 


moſt part of them that Excommunicate 


them- 
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themſelves will retyrn of themſelyes, 
But then it muſt be provided, and the 


Biſhop muſt be inabled by Law , to di(-. 


charge that Curate of Office and Berefice, 
that ſhall falſifie hjs truſt 1n that point. 
Now give me leave to demand , whether 
the Church be under Prote&ioz, or under 
Perſecution 3 If the Curate benot inabled 
by Law , to refuſe Chriſtian Burial to 
thoſe, of whoſe Salvation he can give nq 
account ,. becauſe they withdraw them- 
ſelves from his Cure. 


CHAP. XXX. 
| The Condition of reconciliag Recuſants. 


LUt this 1s not all 5 There is one point 
B yet behind. For, whenſoever 'the 
Church Excommunicates for. notorious 
and ſcandalous fin; to reſtore him that is 
ſo Excommunicate to Communion would 
be to murther his Soul , and Chriſtianity 
both at once 3 not ſuppoſing ſome pro- 
Portiqnable preſumptian of: amendment, 
in him that, 15-reſtored.- . This therefare 
muſt hold, as the Reaſon of it þolds, in thoſe 
that Excqmmunicate themſelyes 3 In the 

recon- 
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_ reconciling of Hereticks and Schiſma- 


ticks to the Church. And this, the pra- 
(rice of the Whole Church of God from 
the beginning ſhews them, that are wil- 
ling to underſtand the reaſon of it, before 
they tread that Authority under foot , 
which the common Chriſtianity obliges 
all to follow: Shew me any Herefie or 
Schiſm ever reſtored to the Church, with- 
out renouncing the ſame, and I will con- 
feſs, that the Church it ſelf turned Heretick 
or Schiſmatick, trom the ſame date. Only 
there 1s a difference to be put, between 
Hereſie and Schiſm, and other Perſonal 
Crixies, For, I fee no reaſon, why we 
ſhould not call other Crimes Perſonal, in 
oppoſition to Herefie and Schiſm 3 Be- 
canſe we call it not Hereſie or Sehiſm , 
till Separation be made. A falſe Belief in 
Fundamentals 1s Hereſie before God, a 
Reſolution to divide the Church is 
Schiſm before God, both deſtructive to 
Salvation, before Separation be made. 
But Separation 1s the diſeaſe we pretend 
to cure , - without prejudicing the 
health of Gods Church. And therefore, 


ſhould Separation be made to maintain a 
Profeſlion, that $7202, for example, or 


Sacriledge, ar any other deadly Crime is 
no 


3F 
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no ſin, the Party ſo formed would be, 


ipſo faFo, an Herelie. Perſonal Crimes, 
then, muſt be reſtored to Communion, 
upon preſumption of Perſonal Conver- 
fion from the ſame. But Herefies and 
Schiſms becoming Bodzes , by profeſlirg 
an Trgagement , may be re-united to the 
Church in Body, renouncing the Separa- 
tion in which they ſtood ingaged. For, 
theres reaſonable preſumption, that the 
Leaders would not renounce, if they did 
* not repent-them of 1t. As for the People, 
that only follows and leads not, it is moſt 
true we juſt to maintain, that Hereſie 
and Schiſm is a Bar to Salvation 3 though 
weallow hope of Salvation to the ſimple, 
that follow malicious Leaders, out of 1n- 
vincible ignorance. It is therefore no 
blemiſh to the Church, to receive them, 
as they departed, in company of their 
Leaders. For their Salyation is provided 
for ,, when the Bar is removed. The ex- 
perience of our Caſe makes this conſide- 
rable. At His Majeſties Return, it was 
inacted, that ſuch Uſurpers,as were poſlle(- 
fed of dead Places, ſhould hold, without 
inquiring , whether. 9rd4ized or not. 
Whereby it might ſeem to them , that 
found no fault with their own Title, 

that 
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that the Law of the Kingdom owned 
their Ordinations to be good. But with- 
out cauſe. For, the Kingdom being then 
under that Force, which was not as yet 
removed, (a thing manifeſt enoughz The 
Church not being yet reſtored ) the re- 
taining of them, ( whichT am neither to 
jultifie nor to blame) was nothing but the 
induring of that Force upon Part, rather 
then call in queſtion the hole. But 
hereupon, they that had got this colour 
for their Poſleſhon , were not like to 
diſowne that Ordination, which the Law 
of the Land had ſeemed thus far to owne. 
So, the way was paved for the Schiſm on 
foot , by refuſing the Ac of Uniformity, 
when theywere imployed, without recon- 
ciling themſelves tothe Church, by fore- 
going their Schiſm. Some may think , 


that I abate more then this, for their 


ſakes, when I allow them $atisfaFion by 
Conference 3 yea and Lawsto be changed 
for their ſatisfaction, if juſt cauſe may ap- 
pear. But it 1s no more then I would 
allow Popiſh Recuſants, to jultifie the Pe- 
nalties, that will be always neceſſary, 
becauſe they prefer the Authority of the 
See of Rome, ( forbidding all Treaty of 
Religion without it)) before the commane 

ri- 
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Chriſtianity , requiring Reformation in 
the Chriſtianity of the Kingdom. For, 
do not they deſerve thoſe Penalties, who 
refufeto affiſ their Country, in a work 
ſo concerning the common Salvation, 
upon juſt terms ? This I am ſure, ſappos 
ſing ſatisfaCtion, there can be nodifficulty 
in-departing from Uſxrped Ordinations, 
and fron the Schiſm grounded upon the 
ſame. . And therefore, it 1s only the /6- 
lemmity of Renonncing that is abated, and 
the Trreeularity that is pardoned 3 And 
that, by the example of the firſt Great 
Council. in the Caſe of the Meletians: 
And that, becauſe they renounce not the 
Catholick Church, but acknowledge a 
National Charch 5 Which they cannot ac- 
knowledge, upon dne grounds, but they 
muſt acknowledge the Catholick-Church. 
And therefore, I fay not the ſaftie of the 
Independents 3 Who are Banded into a 
Profeſfion deſtructive to it, upon a Cove- 
ant. For thatCovenant 1s it, that maft 
be expreſly and formally renounced , be- 
fote they can be capable of Communion 
with the Church 3 And much more '6f 
Orders, To grant them 'Communitsn 
otherwiſe, is ro make the Church gailey 


of their Schiſin, which it alloweth. ' And 
P ſo, 
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fo, to give PopiſhRecuſants a juſt cauſe 
to refuſe Communion with it. As for 
other Sects of Antinomians, Anabaptiſts, 
and the like 5 When any man knows, up- 
on what Grounds they Excommunicate 
themſelves, and how far they are Banded 
into Sets, it will then be no difficult 
thing to ſay, how they are tobeRecon- 
ciled, ſo as their Schiſms and Hereſies 
may be duely Renounced. A thing which 


* muſt be conſidered, in thoſe that were 


Preſbyterians, before they broke into 
Conventicles. For. fince that came to 

aſs, who ſhall warrant, that they have 

cen guided by none but ſuch, as have 
Preſbyterian Orders ? Or that they ſtand 
now to thatReligion, which the Rebel- 
lion once made Law to the Kingdom ? 
Which if they do not, who ſhall warrant, 
or how ſhall the Church be ſatisfied, that . 
they do depart from their Schiſms, with 
their Leaders ? And indeed, the Inde- 
pendents, though they be Banded into a 
Sect, by a Covenant 3 yet, if once they 
be diſbanded, who- ſhall anſwer fot 
them, that they will follow their Lea- 
ders ? And all this by virtue of the Sa- 
criledge, whereby they all betray . the 
Authority of the Chirch; and with it the 
| | Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Faith, to the Will of their People, 


to debauch them into the fame Schiſm 
with themſelves. Which if it be conſi- 
dered, perhaps it will appear, that-the 
Forbearance which I have granted, can, 
for this reaſon, extend no further, thenta 
the. Perſons of thoſe that deſerted their 
Churches, rather thea ſubmit to the A& 
of Unmformity. -Nor ſhall it troubleme, 
if my Opinion be found to come to no 
more. For the Opinions of private per- 


ſons are to. content themſelves, with de- 


claring what may be 3 Leaving them that 
areconcerned, to judge what is... But, 


as for the way of Reconciling thoſe which 


ſhall be converted, to the Church 5. in 
. that, the Apoſtolical Wiſdom of the Primi: 


tive Catholick' Church. is of neceſlity to 


take place. For, Schiſm or Herefie be- 
ing. the Bar to the effect of Baptiſm, 
which 1s the Gift of the Holy Ghoſ#-3 And 
the renouncing of 1t being the removin 

of that Bar 3 It follows, that all that ſhal 

return are-to be reconciled by Confirma- 
tiaz , as always they were reconciled to 
the Primitive Catholick Church. This 
were ealter done, could it be preſumed, 
thatall would follow their Leaders. . But 
If that cantiot be preſymed, if they muſt 


be. 
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be-reconciled one by one, yet is that no 
more, than the work of an Epiſcopal Vi/r- 
tation , from Pariſh. to Pariſh : A thing 
practiſed anduſual in the Church, after 
the building of Pariſh-Churches, in the 
worlt of thoſe times, in which, the Ca- 
nons. which I have commended took 
place. But now, as for Quakers, we are 
no more to reckon them among Chriſti- 
ans, then the Gnoſticks and Manichees of 
Old, then the Mahumetans at preſent. For 
they do openly owne, the Dittate of 
their own Spirits to be as much the Word 
of God as the Scriptures. And that is as 
much , as ferves to create all ſuch new 
SeQts,as, acknowledging the Scriptures ſo 
far as they pleaſe, ns. uce the pretenſes 
of their own Revelations, where they 
think fit. For, whenthe private Spirit 1s 
equalled with Gods ord, the laſt Di- 
Qate, as in mens /af? Wills, muſt of neceſ- 
ſity take place. Only this difference 3 
That, whereas Gnoſtickhs, Manichees, M4- 
humetans, followed, ot do follow their 
Leaders Spirit, Quakers follow every one 
their own. And therefore are the more 
contemptible, and the more reducible, 
whenſoever a courſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
Certainly, did they ſee, that they cannot 
N be 
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be reconciled but as ſo many Renegades, 
they would bethink themſelves, before 


they went on in their madneſs. Eſpeci- 


ally, did the Law ſet before them, that 
this their Poſition 1s not reconcileable to 
Civil Truſt : Always obliging them, to 
the moſt deſperate Atts of Treaſon, and 
violence to their Country, that they cat 
imagine their own Spirit.to dictate. Up- 
on-which account, it cannot be beyond 
the merit of their madneſs, that they are 
made ſerv; pere by Law , as the Roman 
Laws call it 5 That is, that they are 
tranſported to work in the Plantations. 
For, they that takeupon them toimpoſe 
upon their Country, that the < 1m of 
common Civility are As of Taelatry 
What is not to be expected from their 


madneſs, who, as the Caſe is, dare pre- | 


tend, thatit ought to be Law to all Chri- 
ſtians ? 'But, ſince the Law 1s to provide 
for ſach People, it is manifeſt, that it isto. 
provide, that they may not fail of the 
traſt which the Church and Kingdom en- 
ters into, with thoſe whom they receive 
toCommunion , but that they muſt fail 


of the Civil Truſt of Subje&ts 3 That is, ' 


that their Teſt;-onies be not receivable in 


L aw, that they be diſabled to ſze at "_— 
that 


+ 
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that they be diſabled to make Wills, or 
to get by Wills, or any thing elſe within 
the effe&t of Civil Truſt. And this muſt 
alſo be the Penalty of the Leviathan , and 


| all that have or may follow him, either 


into Apoſtiaſie or Atheiſm. For, they who 
declare "Fas x 42" = for- 
ſwear the Chriſtian Faith, can never be 
held by any bond of Civil Truſt. It muſt 
alſo be the Penalty of all Sects, that may 
relapſe, after they may have been recon- 
ciled 3 Atleaſt in that Propgrtion, which, 
that part of the Faith, which their reſpe- 
Give Sect denieth, holds, to the wholePro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity;which Apoſtacy and 
Atheiſae deſtroy at once. For, it may 
be a Queſtion, why the Kingdom ſhould 
be counted a Chriſtian Kingdom, if the 
Lays of it ſet not ſome mark of T»famy 
or Diſzrace upon the enemies of Chri- 
ſtianity, according to the Rate of their 
Enmity 3 Which, only the inforcing of 
Excommunication, by the Laws, cando. 
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